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Issues, we have In plenty. Answers are In shorter 
supply. 

But one thing's for sure. 

As Israel's election campaign hots up, there'll be 
more and more people attempting to give the 
answers. And then on June 30 the people will have 
their say. 

Already the "experts" are flocking in from London 
and Washington, Paris and Bonn to report to their 

editors on that unique phenomenon called Israeli 
democracy. 

If you really want your friends and relations to un- 
derstand what's going on in Israel a subscription to 
The Jerusalem Post International Edition is the 
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KNOW THY REAL ENEMIES 


To the Editor of The Jerusalem Post 

Sir, — Mr. Begin has attributed 
to Mr. Schmidt personal respon- 
sibility for his alleged participation 
in Holocaust massacres, and further 
accused him of voluntary participa- 
tion in the showing of films dealing 
with the execution of anti-Nazi 
generals. 

Within 24 hours, it was shown 
that a) there was not the slightest 
truth in either accusation, and that 
b) there never was, nor is there a 
hint of evidence in the Prime 
Minister's hands to substantiate the 
accusations, for otherwise, he 
would by now have disclosed his 
sources. 

The whole episode raises impor- 
tant matters of principle, Tior-onLy, 
for Israelis, but for all Jews. 

First, and most obviously, insofar 
us Mr. Begin made the accusation 
without any real evidence and with 
u reckless disregard for the truth, he 
has shown himself to be incompe- 
tent — a mere prisoner of his own 
rhetoric. Secondly, if Mr. Begin 
knew, or had good reason to know 
ihnt the accusations were false, then 
he deliberately misrepresented the 
truth. It was not even a competent 
misrepresentation, since it was 
capable of being exposed so quickly 
and easily. 

This, however, is largely a matter 
for Israelis, who will have had a 
further demonstration of the Prime 


M inister's talent for winning friends 
:d and influencing people. There is, 
n- unfortunately, a much wider issue 
>n which touches everyone engaged in 
er the serious business of fighting real 
a- Nazis and their sympathizers, who 
Jg are presently alive and Well and liv- 
zi ing in Germany, Austria, South 
America, France, and by'no means 
m least in England. Jews dll ov4r the 
si world, not only in Israel, are trying, 
at for example, to combat the per- 
a nicious influence of pseudo- 
le historical literature published by 
te such groups, which purport to show 
ie that either the Holocaust did not 
iis take place at all and was a figment 
of our imagination, or was greatly 
t- exaggerated, etc. 

l J\The biller joke is that we are not 
slibn- of real enemies. The world 
does need-reminding, as Mr. Begin 
;? did the other day, that Austrians 
‘ n were infinitely worse than Germans, 
ne but in all this work of refutation, it is 
e ' very important to be accurate. 
K l n Never must the accusation of a Nazi 
past be recklessly used because, 
>w apart from l He^sheeTii [justice lo the - 
j- n accused, it devalues the credibility 
^ of an accusation when it is justified. 

” Finally, it is surely high lime that 
. Mr. Begin stopped using the 
‘ y Holocaust us material with which to 
gr fight and win an election. 

a F. BARSCHAK 

ne London. 


DENTAL SERVICES FOR THE OLD 


\ 


Tv die Editor if The Jerusalem Post 
Sir. — I read with interest the let- 
ter of Dr. R. Breakstone (May 8) 
concerning American Dental 
Volunteers for Israel. 

One cannot but applaud any ef- 
fort to ameliorate the condition of 
dcnml ■services in Isrnei. pn r- 
ticualarly in the poorer quarters and 
among the disadvantaged generally. 

I appreciate likewise the difficulties 
in maintaining this service because 
of the cost of air fare and housing of 
the volunteers who come for a 
period of a month or so. 

I would like to draw the attention 
of ADVJ and of your readers to a 
sad fact. For seven years, Life-Line 
lor the Old maintained a dental 
clime for social welfare cases in 
Jerusalem with the support of the 
municipality. The beneficiaries paid 
only a nominal sum according to 
their means and frequently nothing 


ut all. For the past few years, our 
clinic has been closed due to lack of 
funds. Today we have a fully equip- 
ped denin! clinic and a dentist .who 
has offered his services free. We 
also have ;i volunteer receptionist. 
However, we have no funds to 
cover the cost or materials and the 
sulary ul the technician.- 
We have approached- various 
ministries and the municipality, but 
in vain. All express sympathy and 
understanding of the need, but it 
seems to be low on their list of 
priorities. It is ironic that volunteers 
with no need of airfare or housing, 
prepared to work free with no lime 
restrictions, should not be exploited 
lor the benefit of the old poor 
citizens or Jerusalem. 

MYR1AM MEND1LOW, 
Chairman. 

Life-Line for the Old 

Jerusalem. 


MEDITERRANEAN-DEAD SEA CANAL 


I 

I 


To the Editor of The Jerusalem Post 
Sir, — In his story on the recent 
ceremony in connection with the 
“launching of the S800 million 
Mediterranean-Dead Sea Canal," 
your reporter noted that the 
ceremony may not have taken place 
at the correct site in the Judean 
desert. In truth there was no real 
justification for it to haye-xalfen ’ 
place ut any site: for what was 
"launched" was actually only the 
first stage of a feasibility study 
which it has been decided to carry- 
out with respect to this project, and 
whose future findings (which will 
become available only in a few 
months) will constitute a necessary 
basis for any rational and responsi- 
ble decision us to whether it is likely 
iti he economically worthwhile to 
undertake the project al all. 
Unfortunately, this is not the only 
hasty and objectively unwarranted 
action carried am by the Ministries 
of Energy and Finance with respect 
to this project. Thus, for example, it 
was clearly premature — and poten- 
tially even harmful — already to 
enlist the assistance of the Israel 
Bonds Organization lor the funding 


? T rCl j CCl ~ W hosr -CT OlHT Tl l I C • 
feasibility (not to speak of its 
ecological, technological and 
political implications) is still in the 
process of being clarified. 

- , [ | nsof „ a r as Minister Begin's 
call to King^Ju5seinio cooperate in 
ihej^e^tis concerned, it would 
; sound more persuasive were there 
any indication that the government 
has attempted to take account or 
the vigorous objections that Jordan 
has already expressed with respect 
to the economic and political 
aspects of the project,; and par- 
culurly with respect lo the fact that 
the raising of the. level of the Dead 
bva that the project will cause has 
significant ecunomi^conscquences 
for Jordan as well. Id principle, a 

K % r lh , C Me ™« rr a*ean- 

Dcad Sea Cana] could serve as a 

springboard for useful- fruitful 

S2F r S!2 n h V wkn Jord ™ 

Israel. But such a welcome objec- 
' * be ucc °mplished in the 

whh G ° Vernment « proceeding 

DON PATINKIN 
Jerusalem. ^ ° f Economics 


I MF JERUSALEM POST INTERNATIONAL EdThon" 


EIZENSTATY* 
COLUlViN 

To the Editor o' The Jerusalem Post 
Sir, — To any that 1 was surprised 
to see Stuart Eizenstat as a writer in 
The Jerusalem Post, would be to 
minimize the contribution President 
Carter made to the PLO and Arabs 
generally. It ignores the facts of 
Curler's defeat. 

We do not need Eizenstat to 
criticize Rcngun, when the only 
reason this President came to power 
was to get rid of Carter and his 
Georgia cohorts, of which Eizen- 
slul is one of the most notorious. 

Mr. Eizenstat must stand equally 
to blume Tor the Saudis receiving 
the F.IS’s, the AWACS and other 
war weapons. 

Only one former member of 
Carter’s circle had the guts te-resign 
in protest at Cujtijr-fMicrtVe support 
of the PLO. "Eizenstat just ignored 
the issues. 

LESLIE COLE 
Sherman Oaks. California. 

* * * 

Sir, — Congratulations for the 
Reagan icvuIulIuii“— a-rtnricr Ii- 
gave some interesting views 
and facts. 

I am glad to hear that Stuart 
fcjzenstat will be writing more about 
u.S. affairs. Keep up the good 
work ! B 

DA VI D CH/APPETTA 

Rehovot. 

HAM RADIO 
SERVICE 

To the Editor of The Jerusalem Post 
Sir. — - I wish to advise your 
readers in Israel and the United 
States that amateur ham radio is 
able to puss health and welfare mes- 
sages and, when conditions are 
favourable, wc can- handle phone 
puteh communications between the 
U.S. and Israel. 

Ham radio operators throughout 
the ILS conduct this service on 
various frequencies at all hours and 
there is no charge. 

Ham radio operators can be 
found through friends or by looking 
into the air for the sight of amateur 
a nlennas. 

ROBERT KLINE. 
W6LED, AFB6GW 
Santa Monica, California. 

TELEM 

To the Editor u/ The Jerusalem Post 
Sir, — In your issue of May 12, 
Mr. Mark Fcldmun questions the 
right of Moshc Dayan lo use the 
acronym "Telent." 

L should like to noiitl out Jhflt 

there is an organization which 
started to use this acronym before 
the one which Mr. Feldman repre- 
sents. He states that T'nua L’Zionut 
Magshimu has been in existence 
■since l l J78. However, un organiza- 
tion called “Telcm, Ta'asuka 
Lim’vugarlm" (Employment for the 
Flderly) was set up in 1973 and 
therefore has a prior right lo the use 
of this acronym. 

.MENAHEM GOLDBERG 
Bccrsbeba. 

ELECTIONS IN GAZA 

To the Editor of The Jerusalem Post 
Sir. — In a democratic system of 
government, .free elections for all 
bodies from ' top to bottom con- 
stitute the genuine test of its vitality-^ 
and stability. Yet in the Ga£&£tfip 

] 1 9fi7* eCl ' 0nS haVe ta ^ en place since 

Municipal'councils in the Gaza 
Strip would have enjoyed the trust of 
their people if they had been 
elected by us. Why should Gaza re- 
main the only exception in the elec- 
tion process? 

Gaza. OMAR M. EL MAJHOUL 

Published weekly: June 7-13, W8J 
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A buoyant Shimon Peres gives the thumbs up sign as he listens to news Prime Minister Menahem Begin greets 'supporfere outside his home In Jerusalem following con saltations 
of Labour's recovery in the polls. (Israel Sun) with Interior Minister Yosef Burg. (Rahwnim Israeli) 

The race is on to form a coalition 
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By SARAH HON1G 
Jerusalem Post Reporter 

TEL AVIV. — The question of who 
will form Israel's next government, 
following the unprecedentedly close 
June 30 elections for the Tenth 
Knesset, was still unanswered as 
the week began. 

With the almost-final vote count 
showing a near-tie between the two 
main contenders — Likud 48, 
Alignment, 47 — leaders of both 
groups expressed confidence over 
the weekend that they are capable 
of setting up a coalition. As in 
previous elections, neither of the 
two largest voting blocs garnered 
enough votes — at least 61 — to 
form a government without the 
need of seeking coalition partners 
to control the 120-Beat Knesset. 

At Sunday’s cabinet meeting. 
Begin said he was certain he could 
put together a coalition government 
within 10 days. 

In last week's vote, the tradition- 
bound religious party, Agudat 
Yisrael, maintained its strength by 
winning four seats in the Knesset. 
The more Zionist-oriented National 
Religious Party, which apparently 
lost many of its voters to the newly- 
established Tehiya (Revival) 
and Tami (Sephardi ethnic) parties, 
ended up with six seats, as com- 
pared with 12 in the previous Knes- 
set. 

With the "religious" mandates re- 
quired by whoever assumes the 
government forming task, both the 
Likud and Alignment have been 
busy courting the NRP and Agudat 
Yisrael. 

Despite the air of confidence dis- 


This is the probable political make-up of the Tenth Knesset, with no 
meaningful changes anticipated in the final count this Friday: 


Party 

Likud 

Alignment 

National Religious Party 
Agudat Yisrael 

Democratic Front for Peace and Equality 

Tehiya 

Tami 

Telem 

Shinul 

Citizens 1 Rights Movement 

(Coatimd 01 pifa 2) 


1981 

1977 

48 

43 

47 

32 

6 

12 

4 

4 

4 

5 

3 

— 

3 

— 


played by Likud and Labour about 
chances of forming a government, 
there was talk in both parties about 
the inevitability or holding new 
elections to the Knesset to coincide 
with the November 1982 municipal 
elections. 

Likud spokesmen and sources 
close to Prime Minuter Menahem 
Begin tried to belittle the difficulties 
encountered in getting the National 
Religious Party and Aharon 
Abuhatzeira’s Tami list to serve 
together in one coalition. The 
sources said Begin will succeed in 
making peace between them and 
put his coalition together “much 
faster and more smoothly than is 
generally believed." The sources 
also said that membership of Ihe 
Agudat Yisrael Party in the Likud 


coalition was "practically assured.” 

(Abuhatzeira, minister of 
religious affairs, was recently ac- 
quitted of a charge connected with 
alleged irregularities in the alloca- 
tion of funds. After the trial he 
bolted the NRP because of a dis- 
pute with the party, and established 
Tami, which had as one of its elec- 
tion planks a call for "equal oppor- 
tunities" for Jews of Sephardi 
origin.) 

Labour spokesmen at the 
weekend said that the conflict 
between the NRP and Tami affords 
new hope for a Labour-led coali- 
tion. 

Tacit DFPE (Communist) sup- 
port would put Labour near the 
brink of a minority as their numbers 
are added to those of Shinul, 


Citizens Rights Movement and 
Moshe Dayan’s Telem party. 
Labour believes that once Aguda 
realizes that the NRP and Tami will 
not cooperate, it is likely to opt for 
Labour, thus putting the Alignment 
coalition over the top. At that 
point Tami also may join Labour. 

On Friday Labour leaders confer- 
red with Aguda leaders for more 
than two hours at the Dan Hotel 
here. Taking part were Shimon 
Peres, Yitzhak Rabin, Haim Bar- 
Lev and Haim Zadok on the Labour 
side, with Avraham Shapiro, 
Shlomo Lorincz and Menahem 
Porush on the Aguda side. 

According to Shapiro, Aguda 
leaders "will have to have very 
weighty reasons to break off a coali- 
tion with the Likud, which has been 
very satisfactory lo us thus far. 
However, in theory, the options are 
still open.” There will be “no real 
negotiations with Labour for the 
time being,” Lorincz said, “and we 
met frith them because it would be 
discourteous to turn down a request 
to talk." 

(For the last four years Agudat 
Yisrael }ias backed Begin's 
Likud government, although it has 
chosen not to have any cabinet 
seats.) 

Labour spokesmen say Aguda has 


agreed to talk some more, tint Peres 
admitted that the religions issues, in 
which Aguda is pclt^arily in- 
terested, were not broached. "We 
spoke about economic, mflitary and 
foreign affairs, which must be 
clarified before any other topic is 
touched on." 

Peres also met separately with 
Abuhatzeira and Dayan on Friday, 
but their talks were described as in- 
conclusive. 

It is admitted in the Likud that 
the biggest hurdle in Begin's way is 
the Tami-NRP animosity, or rather 
the persona! resentment in the NRP 
of Religious Affairs Minister 
Abuhatzeira. The key may be what 
happens to the religious affairs port- 
folio, which Abuhatzeira wants to 
keep and the NRP wants, as it is a 
source of great financial and 
therefore political clout. 

It is believed that if this portfolio 
goes to Abuhatzeira, there cannot 
be any hope of NRP participation in 
the coalition. 

It is also reported from the NRP. 
that there is no consensus about 
Education Minister ZeVulun Ham- 
mer's idea that the party support the 
Likid coalition from the outside, if 
it fails in getting Labour and the 
Likud to set up a national unity 

(CoatiMfti m 1) 
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By WOLF BLITZER, 

Jerusalem Post Correspondent 
WASHINGTON. — Official 
Washington has been withholding 
comment on the Tiraeli' election 
results, because — State Depart- 
ment spokesman Dean Fischer told 
reporters — the outcome was "still 
unsure." 

Privately, however, some officials 
said they had "resigned” themselves 
over the past few weeks to the 
prospect that Prime Minister 
Menahem Begin and his Likud 
party will head the next Israeli 
government. 

The officials, who had clearly 
hoped for a Peres-Labour victory, 
insisted that the U.S. will work with 
either a Labour or a Likud govern- 
ment. 

Administration sources are 
already gearing up for Egyptian 
President Anwar Sadat’s scheduled 
visit to Washington early next 
month, to be followed in early 
September, by a similar visit by the 
next Israeli prime minister. ; 

U.S. officials have made it clear 
in recent days that they will push 
ahead with a resumption of the stal- 
led Palestinian autonomy negotia- 
tions — irrespective of the winner in' 


the Israeli elections. 

Some U.S. officials, apparently 
convinced that Begin will re-emerge 
as prime minister, suggested last 
week that this might even prove to 
be preferable to a "weak" Labour 
government, "unable to deliver." 
One U.S. source said: "At least 
Begin can deliver if he wants to.” 
He added, however, that this might 
be “wishful thinking." 

U.S. analysts say that a coalition 
of Likud and the Orthodox parties 
could face an early crisis involving 
Israel's troubled economy. 

Washington was clearly pleased 
that Shimon Peres and the Align- 
ment had essentially kept up with 
the Likud. Officials here believe 
that Labour represents a more flexi- 
ble opposition on the future of 
Judea, Samaria and the Gaza 
region. 

One of the reasons why the White 
House and the Slate Department 
have been so careful tb avoid any 
appearance of improper; in- 
terference in domestic Israeli 
politics is Begin's recent com- 
plaint to U.S. Ambassador Samuel 
Lewis that pre-election news 
reports coming from Washington 
were indicating a U.S. preference 


for Labour over Likud. 

Diplomatic Correspondent 
David Landau writes: 

President Ronald Reagan's 
schedule for Middle East 
peacemaking allows ample time for 
Israeli coalition-making, and 
Premier Begin will not, therefore, 
be under foreign policy pressures in 
the weeks ahead as he goes about 
the taks of trying to set up a govern- 
ment. 

Until September — after Presi- 
dent Sadat and Israel's premier 
have been in Washington — no 
significant diplomatic movement is 
expected, according to a high 
source close to Begin. 

A report from London says that 
Britain has called for a "new 
chapter" in relations with Israel 
once the new Israeli government 
has been formed. 

Foreign Office Minister of State 
Douglas Hurd said he hoped rela- 
tions would' improve regardless of 
who becomes the new Israeli prime 
minister. However, in an interview 
with Jewish press representatives, 
he added his hope that the new 
Israeli government would be “more 
reasonable in tone" than previously. 


Joint Soviet-Syrian landing exercise’ 


Jerusalem Post Staff 
and Agencies 

The Russians have raised their 
naval strength in the Mediterranean 
to the highest level in about four 
years, and may be preparing an 
amphibious landing exercise on the 
Syrian coast, U.S. intelligence 
sources said in Washington at the 
weekend. 

The sources, who declined to be 
named, said the maneuvers would 
be made jointly with Syrian forces. 

A Soviet practice landing, which 
presumably would be made by Rus- 
sian naval infantry, would be 


regarded as a warning to Israel 
agajnst taking any military action 
against the Syrian anti-aircraft mis-, 
siles in Lebanon, the sources said. 

According to intelligence 
sources, there are 53 Soviet vessels 
in the Mediterranean, the largest 
number since 1977. • 

Included are about a dozen 
amphibious vessels. Sources said 
these could land about 600 naval in- 
fantrymen, the equivalent of U.S. 
Marines. They said they had not yet 
established the presence of Soviet 
marines on those ships, although 
U.S. specialists believe they arc 


THE PHOTO-FINISH ELE CTION 

(ContlsMd from page li 

The Likud has apparently edged out the Alignment by a single 
Knesset seal — 48 to 47 — it was reported Sunday. It was stated that the 
figures, from the Central Elections Committee tally headquarters were 
“not officially final, and probably would not change by Friday, when the 
voles of Israeli seamen abroad and the Few uncounted soldiers' votes 
have been dealt with.” 

There is a possibility however that the CRPM (Citizens Rights and 
Peace Movement} may get a second seat at the expense of the Likud 
total m the final count. 

Israel Radio said Prime Minister Menahem Begin can now go about 
forming a coalition backed up by 61 Knesset Members, as follows: 
Likud, 48; National Religious Party, 6; Agudat Yisrael, 4; and Tami 3 A 
possibility of broadening the coalition to 66, the radio added, could be 
the co-opting of Moshe Dayan’s Tclem list, with its two seats, and that of 
Qeula Cohen s Tehiya list, which won three seats. 
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aboard. 

U.S. naval strength in the 
Mediterranean now totals 27 ships, 
including the aircraft carrier For- 
restal and an amphibious force with 
a battalion of about 1,800 Marines. 

. In Lebanon, members of the 
Arab League's follow-up committee' 
on Lebanon gathered last week in 
the mountain resort town of Beited- 
din, 28 kilometres east of Beirut, for 
a third round of talks on the 
country's future. 

“The question of dealings with 
Israel is on the top of our agenda," 
said Arab League secretary-general 
Chedli Klibi. 

The other major issue facing the 
committee is a proposal that the 
presently all-Syrian Arab Deterrent 
Force of some 22,000 troops be 
diluted with other Arab, non-Syrian 
troops. 

Thus far, the committee has 
scored two successes. 

It arranged a nationwide 
ceasefire that has held, except for 
minor violations, for 27 days and 
paved the way for an end to the 
Syrian siege of the Bekaa valley city 
of Zahle, 53 km. east of Beirut. 

Fighting in Zahle spawned the ! 
Syrian- Israeli missile crisis. The ! 
Israel Air Force shot down two 
Syrian helicopters involved in 
operations against the Christian 
militias on April 28. The following 
day Syria deployed Soviet-made 
SAM-6 missiles in the Bekaa valley 
and refused to remove them. 


THE WEATHER 


Ssurtty’s 


Mk-Mu 

Msx 

18-27 

28 

26-30 

30 

23-32 

31 

23-37 

37 

2J — 37 

38 

Subscription, 


Jerusalem 
Haifa 
Tel Aviv 
Jericho 
Elat 


For the U.S. and Canada send your label 
wltn changes to: The Jerusalem Foil 
110 E. 59lh SL, New York. 

N.Y. 10022 

subscribers in other countries, please urid 
vour wrapper with changes to the 
Jerusalem Post, P.O.B. ft, 91000 
Jerusalem, liras]. 


(Continued from page 1) 

government. Labour has already 
ruled out this idea categorically. 
Some NRP sources attribute Ham- 
mer's suggestion to personal depres- 
sion over the party’s failure in the 
polls. 

But sources close to Interior 
Minister Yosef Burg see this as a 
possible escalation of the internal 
war in the party and an attempt on 
the part of Hammer to overthrow 
Burg. 

Sources in all parties say infor- 
mally that even'if Begin succeeds in 
setting up a coalition, he may 
himself move for early elections. 
These may coincide with the 
municipal polls, or the latter may be 
advanced to January or February 
1982 to coincide with a date chosen 
for new parliamentary elections. In 
any case, it is expected that Knesset 
and local elections would be held 
simultaneously, both to save funds 
and as a way of getting local politi- 
cians involved in their party's 
national effort. 

The major parties believe new 
elections would be able to improve 
their position. Labour feels it might 
devour the remnants of the smaller 
parties and possibly make inroads 
.into Likud support. The Likud, it is 
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Aguds's Avrahsm Shapiro Uwaei Sum 

said in private, would like another 
election with Begin at the helm, 
believing it would do much better 
than it did on June 30, when it 
claims voles were lost as a result of 
what Likud workers called “the 
Alignment's last-minute scare tac- 
tics," including exaggerated charges 
of Likud-inspired campaign 
violence. 

In the NRP it is said that the party 
has nothing more to lose. 

Burg said on Friday that a “very 
narrow majority ma y be hell, but 
then again a government which sur- 
vives six months, may last out its 
term loo. Reality may lie 
! somewhere in the middle, but it is 
too early to predict." 

Liberal leader Simha Ehrlich said 
that even with a "very slim majority, 
a new Likud government would be 
more homogeneous than the last, 
and without disruptive forces, such 
as the Democratic Movement and 
Rafi." 

Cab our, meanwhile, may en- 
counter trouble from Shiiiui and the 
Citizens Rights and Peace Move- 
ment led by MK.Shulamit Aloni, 
both of whom are beginning to say 
that they cannot be counted upon to 
sreve in a coalition with Aguda. 

The first feelers sent out by the 
Likud to the Aguda came in the 
form of a meeting between Begin 
and that religious party's leaden 
two days after the elections. 

The Aguda leaden put forward 
their demands, which according to 
well-informed Likud sources in- 
clude legislation amending the Law 
°f Return to specify that a Jew is 
either the child of a Jewish mother 
or one who has been converted ac- 
cording to Halacha (religious law). 
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The Aguda also wants stricter 
legislation on Sabbath work per- 
mits, limiting them to those engaged 
in work on which lives may depend 
or which is related to state security. 

Begin donned a yormulkeh for the 
meeting and the Aguda leaders are 
said to have told him that the Coun- 
cil of Tora Sages lean towards ap- 
proving a partnership with the 
Likud. They reported that prior to 
the meeting with Begin they had 
received the blessing of Rabbi 
Eliezer Shach, the revered head of 
the Ponevezh Yeshiva, who said he 
prefers Begin to Peres. 

In accordance wilh the wishes of 
the Council of Tora Sages, the 
Aguda still desires no government 
portfolio. If it enters a coalition, it 
will support the government 
without sending a representative to 
the cabinet. 

Likud sources say that the Aguda 
demands are even hard for the 
Likud to agree to in view of possible 
opposition from Liberal circles. 
“But it’s not impossible," they said. 
This is especially true of the de- 
mands in the “who is a Jew" issue. 

Labour sources told The 
Jerusalem Post that these demands 
virtually rule out any possibility of 
Labour and Aguda finding a modus 
vivendi. “The Likud may be able to 
compromise on these issues, but for 
Labour it would be all but impos- 
sible," the sources said, 
Nevertheless, Labour is still at- 
tempting to woo the Aguda, es- 
pecially its newest MK and head of 
the list Avruham Shapiro. He is on 
close terms with former justice 
minister Haim Zudok, who for the 
past few days lias been attempting 
to persuade Shapiro to opt for 
Labour. 

Labour also has its internal com- 
plications. Mapum's Mohammed 
Wattud said he would not support 
any Labour government if the 
government did not immediately 
repeal regulations which limit cer- 
tain National Insurance benefits, 
such as children's allotments to 
families in which at least one parent 
has done military service, Watlad 
stressed that “the Arabs are not to 
blame for the fact that they do not 
serve in the army." (Mapam, the 
United Workers Party, is the smal- 
ler partner with the Israel Labour 
Party in the Alignment.) 

In Israel, election day is an of- 
ficial full-day holiday. Banks, shops- 
and factories are closed, and parks 
and camping grounds are jammed. 

Although the election campaign 
was marked by a number of inci- 
dents of violence in its closing 
stages, polling day passed off quietly, 
and almost free of disturbance. One 
observer described the behaviour of, 
voters as "nearly exemplary " 

The thousands of extra pplicemen 
detained to maintain order had a 
quiet day. 
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Ban on F-16s expected 
to be lifted shortly 


1 




By WOLF BLrTZER 

Jerusalem Past Correspondent 
WASHINGTON. — The Reagan 
administration is expected to lift its 
suspended delivery of F-16 fighters 
to Israel in the coming days. At the 
same time, the administration may 
notify Congress formally of its in- 
tention to press ahead with the sale 
of AWACS radar aircraft and other 
advanced weaponry to Saudi 
Arabia. 

The White House and State 
Department however insisted last 
week that no decisions had been, 
made on either controversial issue. 

Administration officials publicly 
tried to put a damper on press 
reports that a decision on the F-16 
delivery had been reached. But In 
private, well-placed sources con- 
firmed that the four F-16s held back 
after Israel's raid on the Baghdad 
reactor could be expected to be 
shipped around July 17, the 
scheduled dale for delivery of 
another six F-I6s. 

These sources said the ad- 
ministration had no intention of 
suspending delivery of the next six 
aircraft. 

The administration delayed ship- 
ment of the four planes pending its 
"review" on the Israeli use of U.S.- 
supplied weaponry during the 
bombing of the Iraqi nuclear 
facility last month. 


(Israel is scheduled to receive a 
total of 75 F-16s over an un- 
disclosed period. About half have 
been delivered.) 

Administration officials rejected 
the possibility that President 
Reagan would rule flatly that Israel 
had violated its 1952 agreement 
with the U.S. So far, the administra- 
tion has maintained that “a substan- 
tial violation may have occurred.” 

Any hard ruling that a violation 
did occur would mandate a suspen- 
sion of U.S. economic and military 
financial assistance to Israel. 

In explaining a decision to permit 
delivery of the F-16s before July 17, 
administration officials said any ad- 
ditional postponement of aircraft 
delivery would be interpreted as a 
full-scale arms embargo. National 
Security Adviser Richard Allen has 
been pressing hard to lift the 
suspension. 

Regarding the AWACS, ad- 
ministration sources said there was 
no question that Reagan remained 
committed to the entire package. 
The only unresolved matter, they 
said, was when it would be sent to 
Capitol Hill. 

Some officials believe that Arab 
anger over a lifting of the suspended 
F-16 delivery might be tempered'by 
n simultaneous announcement soon 
that that AWACS sale was going 
forward. 
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Israel Air Force commander Aluf David Ivrl ducks under (he nose of the Mirage be piloted — the 
first fighter plane to land at the new Negev IAF base of Ramon. The base Is part of a replacement 
For those being evacuated in Sinai under the peace agreement with Egypt. tlDl plmtoi 

U.S., Egypt sign deal on reactors 


Iraqi leader pledges to replace reactor 


Jerusalem Post Correspondent 

WASHINGTON. — Iruqi President 
Saddam Hussein pledged last week 
to rebuild the nuclear facility 
destroyed by Israeli bombers last 
month. 

"We arc determined to possess 
one like it or a better one," he said 
on ABC’s Issues and Answers in his 
first interview on American lelevi- 

THE REAL state of Amcrican- 
Israel relations at any given moment 
is difficult to discern. 

The association has been so dose 
that the international equivalent or 
a domestic quarrel — no matter 
how petty — instantly captures the 
headlines of the media in both 
countries. 

Indeed, U.S.-Israeli relations may 
be subject to what one observer cal- 
led the "gevalt syndrome" — on any 
day, one has the impression that (a) 
the sky is falling down on both 
states; (b) it will fall down tomor- 
row; (c) it fell down yesterday but 
both governments are too stupid to 
understand it. 

That acute assessment appeared 
last summer in Orbis, the prestigious 
quarterly publication of the Foreign 
Policy Research Institute at the 
University of Pennsylvania. 

It was written by Dr. Harvey 
Sicherman, then associate director 
of the institute and now a special as- 
sistant to Secretary of State Alex- 
ander Haig. Sicherman's point is 
just as relevant today as was a 
• year ago. 

Observers in both Washington 
and Jerusalem seem almost always 
ready to predict doom and gloom 
for the U.S.-Israeli relationship. 
There is no shortage of pundits in 
both capitals who are ready to point 
out that the two countries are on an 
"inevitable collision course" or that 
an all-out "confrontation" or 
“crunch" is just over the horizon. 
Yet, no matter how tense or difficult 
the relationship, a serious rupture 
has so far Tailed to materialize. 
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sion. 

He said that Iraq rejects UN 
Security Council Resolution 242, 
which implicitly recognizes Israel's 
right to exist. 

Asked flatly whether he accepted 
Israel's right to exist, he replied: "1 
am saying clearly that the Arabs 
must not accept that they should be 
ruled by the Israeli law." 


By WOLF BLITZER 

Post Washington Correspondent 
WASHINGTON. — The U.S. and . 
Egypt last week signed an agree- 
ment for the sale of American-made 
nuclear reactors and low-enriched 
uranium to F.gypt for “peaceful 
uses." 

Secretary of Slate Alexander 
Haig and visiting Egyptian Minister 
of Electricity Maher Abaza, who 
signed the pact at a Stale Depart- 
ment ceremony, outlined whut ap- 
peared to be a strict series of 
safeguards on the nuclear material 
in the proposed sale. 

The pact stipulates that the spent 
uranium in the Egyptian reactors 
will be reprocessed in a third 
country, or the U.S., but not in 


F.gypt itself. 

Abaza told reporters that Egypt 
was initially interested in purchas- 
ing two 1,000-megawatt reactors, 
but hoped to have a total of eight 
reactors in operation before the 
turn of the century. Egypt has ear- 
marked $500 million annually for 
the development of non-oil energy 
sources, including nuclear power. 

Haig said that Israel has been 
kept fully informed of all aspects of 
tho U.S. -Egyptian negotiations 
since 1974, when then-secretary of 
state Henry Kissinger offered to 
share peaceful nuclear technologies 
wilh both Egypt and Israel. 

U.S. discussions with Israel col- 
lapsed in 1978, when Jerusalem in- 
dicated that it would not ratify the 


Anatomy of U.S.-Israel ties 


A STRONG CASE can be made 
that the relationship, when seen 
over a span of 33 years, is stronger 
and more vibrant than ever before, 
despite the highly-publicized points 
of difference. 

The Reagan administration, while 
clearly irritated over Israel's deci- 
sion to bomb the Iraqi nuclear reac- 
tor, continues to profess its 
everlasting support for Israel’s 
security and well-being. This U.S. 
commitment, moreover, has a 
demonstrated popular support in 
the Congress, the news media and 
public opinion. 

Most experienced political 
observers in Washington believe 
that U.S.-Israeli ties probably would 
have been strengthened if Shimon 
Peres and the Labour Alignment 
were leading a strong Israeli govern- 
ment. But. even with a right-of- 
centre, shaky, Likud-led coalition, 
relations between Washington and 
Jerusalem in the coming months 
and years will remain steady, 
although some serious spats can be 
expected. 

To understand this, one must put 
the relationship in its proper 
perspective, especially as Begin 
starts to assemble a new coalition 
with the religious parties. 

Simply put, there are limits on 
what any government in 
Washington or Jerusalem can do. 
Clearly, Jerusalem must always take 


The Post’s Washington 
Correspondent, Wolf Blit- 
zer, considers the state of 
U.S.-Israel relations, and 
whether any changes are 
likely when Israel’s next 
government Is formed. 

the American point of view into 
consideration, given Israel’s very 
extensive dependence on U.S, 
economic, military and political 
support. Since 1973, Israel has been 
the largest individual U.S.-aid 
recipient, averaging about S2 billion 
annually in various forms of as- 
sistance. 

But as both Prime Minister Begin, 
and President Reagan have 
'repeatedly pointed out, this is not ! 
merely a one-way street, with j 
America doing all the giving and 
Israel all the receiving. 

There are important strategic 
reasons why the U.S. provides Israel 
with this assistance. U.S. officials 
recognize the value of having a 
militarily reliable, democratic and 
friendly ally in the eastern Mediter- 
ranean. Israel does provide a ser- 
vice for the U.S. 

Domestic political realities, 
especially the existence of u strong, 
cohesive and active Jewish com- 
munity. have limited U.S. behaviour 


over the years. It is still very popular 
for a politician here to support 
Israel. The recent expressions of op- 
position to the Saudi AWACS deal 
by majorities in the Senate and 
House of Representatives tend to 
underline this fundamental fact of 
political life in Washington. 

That also helps to explain why 
Begin and his government did not 
react more angrily to recent Reagan 
administration decisions to provide 
the Saudis with AWACS aircraft, to 
suspend F-16 aircraft deliveries to 
Israel after planes of this class were 
reportedly used in the attack on 
Iraq's nuclear reactor, and to join 
the UN Security Council in 
"strongly condemning" Israel's 
destruction of the Iraqi reqetor. 

Even when Under-Secretary of 
State William Clark wrote a 
threatening letter to the Israeli 
government, warning that Its con- 
tinued opposition to the AWACS 
sale might affect Reagan's strong 
Support tor Israel, Begin publicly 
kept silent while answering Clark 
sharply and to the point in private: al- 
lies have no business using such a 
threatening tone in their diplomatic 
exchanges, he said. - 
RIGHTLY or wrongly. Begin seems 
to believe that his government's 
popularity suffers during periods 
of tension with Washington. 

The prime minister, therefore, 
cun be expected to go a long way to 


Nuclear Non-proliferation Treaty 
— a fundamental U.S. requirement 
for nuclear exports. Egypt signed 
the treaty in 1968, and ratified it last 
February 16. 

Under U.S. law. Congress has 60 
days to veto the U.S.-Egyptian ac- 
cord by passing a resolution of dis- 
approval. But no serious congres- 
sional opposition is expected. 

U.S. officials said that israei 
could have the same deal if it agreed 
to the same international inspection 
provisions and if it signed and 
ratified the non-proliferation treaty. 
But Prime Minister Menahem 
Begin has said that Israel will ap- 
prove the treaty only after the con- 
clusion of peace treaties with all its 
neighbours. 

try to avoid serious differences with 
the U.S., especially with an ad- 
ministration perceived as basically 
friendly towards Israel. 

It would not surprise many- 
veteran political observers in 
Washington to see Begin enter into 
discussions with the Reagan ad- 
ministration now to see if an all-out 
fight over the AWACS sale might 
yet be avoided. This might perhaps 
be done by the administration's 
agreeing to offer Israel additional 
economic, military and political 
"compensation," even if U.S. and 
Israeli officials continue to moid 
using that word. 

The Reagan administration, 
resigned to the probable continua- 
tion of Begin in power, is going to 
try to make certain that for the time 
being t remains on good terms with 
the premier. The decision to lift the. 
suspension on the delivery of F-I6s 
to Israel is but the first “carrot” be- 
ing offered to Begin. There 
probably will be more in the days 
and week's ahead. 

But at some point } probably once 
'the stalled autonomy negotiations 
are resumed wi»H Egypt, a potential 
rift in relations seems likely. At that • 
time, it'wffl be wise to remember 
that whenever such .tensions have- 
arisen between Washington and 
Jerusalem In the past, either one 
party or the other -— usually both — 
balked down to avoid an all-out 
fight. It's simply in the nature of the 
relationship, and has nothing to do 
with whether the Begin coalition 
lasts for only a few months or four 
and one-half years. 
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All set for the record Maccabiah 


S. 


By JAC K LEON 
Post Sports Reporter 

RAM AT GAN. — About 2.600 overseas entrants 
join Israelis at the Kumat Gnn stadium this week 
for the opening ceremony of the I tih Maccubiah. 

President Yitzhuk Navon und Prime Minister 
Menahem Begin are scheduled to attend 
the ceremony at which Israel tennis champion 
Shlomo Glickslein v\ i 1 1 carry the Maccabiah 
torch into the arena. Hatched by an anticipated 
capacity crowd of 50.000 people. 

The influx of competitors reached its peak last 
Friday, with the arrival ut Ben-Gurion Airport of 
delegations, ranging in size from the 372-strong 
U.S. contingent to one-man teams from Guam 
and Singapore. 

The oversells athletes — about 500 of them 
women — will join nearly 900 Israelis in this 
biggest -ever quadrennial festival or Jew ish sport, 
which continues until Juh 16 at venues across the 
cou nt r>. 

The sportsmen from abroad are accompanied 
In organized groups of supporters totalling 3.QU0. 
ami thousands more individual tourists are 
visaing Israel for the meet. In till, the Maccabiah 
will all met more t him 10.000 persons from over- 
'Cas. either as participants or spectators, games 
organizing committee chairman Michael 
Kcvchu/i told The Jerusalem Post. 

Though hopes of Eg} pi participating in a Mac- 
c ah util for the first time since 1935 were not 
fulfilled. Kgvpi will nevertheless be represented 
ui the games bv two international observers, who 
will -.mend the water polo tournament at Tel Aviv 
L niversiiv. The Egyptian flag will be flown there 
throughout the event, and the two guests will 
make a little bit of historv hv being the first Egyp- 
tians to take part in a sports meet in Israel. A 
total of (jQ international observers and referees 
from abroad are attending the games, including 
officials from Rumania and Yugoslavia. 

The 2 3 -mi lion tennis championships — - the 
most popular of the individual snorts being con- 
tested at the Maccabiah — will begin before the 
official opening. More than 250 players are 
taking part in the men’s and women’s tourna- 
ments. 

The tennis events were brought forward to 
avoid a clash with Israel's European zone "A" 
semi-final Davis Cup tie against Hungarv from 


July 10 to 12. Both events are inking place at the 
Israel Tennis Centre’s Raniat Hushuron courts, 
with Glickslein leading the home challenge in 
each or them. 

Men's yachting and softball arc making their 
Maccabiah debut this yeur. Other events added 
this time are women's basketbull. squash and 
volley ball and a half-marathon (21 kilometres) on 
July 8. starting and finishing at Kibbutz Ha'ogen. 
In contrast, boxing and diving have been dropped 
from the programme because of lack of entries. 

Similar lack of interest has forced the 
organizing committee to drop rugby union foot- 
ball and women's hockey, which were both 
scheduled to make their debut this lime. 
However. South African Maccabi teams have 
arrived here with the republic's official con- 
tingent forlhc games, and they will each compete 
in several matches against Israeli sides during the 
period of the Maccabiuh. 

Mcn-onlv soccer is the meet's biggest team 
event, with 20 countries providing a tutul of 352 
players. Next are basketball und volleyball, each 
with 180 men and women competitors, hailing 
from 12 und 9 nations respectively. In individual 
'ports, tennis is followed by track and field, 
which Ims an entry of 235 men and women 
athletes from 16 countries. 

The 204-strong South African contingent, 
represents the largest sports entourage ever to 
leave the Republic for international competition 
ubroad. 

The South Africans achieved this figure — 
muking them the fourth biggest team at the 
games, following Israel, the U.S. and Argentina 
— in spite of being banned from six of the 29 
events being contested, in accordance with rules 
laid down by the international federations of the 
sports concerned. 

The athletes arc being accommodated accor- 
ding to sports instead of countries. This is a 
depuri u re from the system adopted in ail 
previous Maceabiuhs. 

"We hope that the effect will be an un- 
precedented mingling nr athletes from many 
countries." organizing chairman Kevchazi said. 
"There were some objections, on the ground that 
the system will make life very difficult for team 
managers and organisers." But he pointed out 
that it will be best for competitors, "and that is 


(he main thing." 

Kevchazi said (hat in previous Maccabiahs 
sportsmen complained that they were kept Loo 
much within the confines of their national teams, 
and could not mix with Israelis and other foreign 
competitors. 

The Maccabiah chairman, an immigrant from 
England, paid lavish tributes to the Tel Aviv Un- 
iversity for its cooperation with Maccabi. Some 
600 of the visiting athletes will be accommodated 
at the university campus. 

The Avia Hotel, near Ben Gurion Airport, will 
provide a home from home for 250 basketball 
and chess players. In the Maccabiah Village, 
dedicated for the 5th Maccabiah in 1957, there 
will be 250 wrestlers, judoists, karate and squash 
players, with all their competitions, apart from 
the judo at nearby Kiryat Ono, taking place on 
the spot. 

The plush Dan Caesarea Hotel will house the 
150 golfers and clay pigeon shooters, who will 
compete nearby, with the Basel Hotel in Tel Aviv 
inking care or 150 cricketers, lawn bowlers and 
referees. Some 200 gymnasts, fencers and 
folklore performers will be lodged in the Wingate 
Institute in Netanya. 

Tlte 380-strong U.S. team to the Games is the 
largest overseas contingent. 

Leonard Straus, executive director of the U.S. 
Committee for Sports in Israel, which assembled 
the team, said that Tor the first time all the ex- 
penses or the teunt members had been paid for by 
supporters. 

"There has been unprecedented interest and 
support for this Maccabiah in Jewish com- 
munities throughout the United Slates." Straus 
told The Jerusalem Post. 

A proof of (his interest will be the arrival here 
of a 400-strong "USA Maccabiah Mission" of 
prominent supporters or the Games. Over SI 
million was raised to finance the American team. 
Most of the money was forthcoming from people 
who are not normally intersted in sports, Straus 
smd. 

Republican Congressman Jack Kemp will lead 
the American Maccabiah supporters. Kemp, who 
was a football player with the Buffalo Bqlls, was 
instrumental in obtaining a S25.000 gift from the 
National Football Foundation, 



Two hundred youngsters between the 
ages of 8 and 18, from Israel and 
Jewish communities throughout the 
world have contributed drawings to an 
international exhibition, entitled 
"From the Maccabees to the Mac- 
cabiah," being held In Tel Aviv. More 
than 5,000 drawings were submitted, 
and 200 were chosen. 


Champs go down 

SAO PAULO (AP), — Tel Aviv 
Maccabi bowed unceremoniously 
out of the World Interclub basket- 
ball championships last week 
when they went down 98-97 to 
the Argentinian champions Fer- 
rocsirril Ocste. The defeat left Mac- 
cabi, the F.uropcan cup-holders, 
with only a single victory in their 
four preliminary round matches. 
That was in their inaugural game 
over the African champions from 
Senegal. 

After u rough and ready defeat by 
the- Brazilian champions ut the 
week-end they also lost unexpected- 
ly to the Australian team, the St. 
Kilda Pumas, and trailed 49-44 at 
half-time to Fcrrocarril, the South 
American champions. 


‘Optimism’ on stock market 


By JOSEPH MORGENSTERN 
Post Finance Reporter 
TEL AVIV. — Pre-election investor 
jitters, so visible at the outset of last 
week, were replaced by a wave of 
optimism engendered by the 
prospects of an early formation of a 
Likud-led coalition government. 
The "laissez-faire" policies prac- 
tised b\ the Likud, which in 1977 
resulted in foreign currency 
liberalization, are generally viewed 
constructively by the Israeli invest- 
ment community. 

The day following the election it 
was already quite clear that orders 
from all areas of the country were 
coming in and that an upward surge 
was to be expected. Nahum Eshcl. 
the head of the Bank Leumi 
securities department described it' 
as "an expression of growing op- 
timism." 

Another senior bank official was 
quick to point out that prior to the 
election the market had been mov- 
ing dow n for nearly two months and 
it was vastly oversold. In his view a 
modicum of good news was enough 
to trigger the rally that ensued. 

As it was, the General Share 
Index wound up the week at 148.4, 
up by just over five per cent. Invest- 
ment company shares and in- 
dustrials were the real leaders of the 
rally as they advanced, on the week, 
by 12-13.5 per cent. 

index-linked bonds continued to 
be the vi Hums of the market pi ace as 
their prices cased, by more than 1.5 
per cent in some instances. Ac- 
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cording to the National Consul- 
tants, index-linked bonds, since the 
beginning of the year have lost 12 
per cent in real terms. As it was last 
week most issues fell to new [981 
lows. 

The devaluation of the Israeli 
shekel in terms of the dollar con- 
tinued at a low level as the weekly 
rate of devaluation stood at 1.7 per 
cent. The strength of the dollar on 
the international currency markets 
was responsible for the shekel ap- 
preciating against the pound sterl- 
ing by 3.8 per cent and fractio'nally 
in terms of the Deutschmark and 
the Swiss franc. 

Israeli shares traded in the U.S. 
had varying fortunes. Scilex and 
Elscint moved higher but 
InlerPharm slipped under its issue 
price. 

Hand grenade thrown 

RA FIAH (Itim). — A hand grenade 
was thrown at an army jeep at a 
crossroad in the southern Gaza 
Strip last week. The grenade ex- 
ploded without causing uny injuries 
or damage. 

The soldiers travelling in the jeep 
opened fire, but did not hit anyone. 

Therc_ have not been any 
similar incidents in this region for 
over a year. Security forces un- 
covered a terrorist gang in the Gaza 
Strip about two weeks ago. The 
Four-member gang belongs to Fatah 
and was found with a cache of over 
i .000 hand grenades. 



PLO man sees French minister 


Ronnie Milo 

Likud may purge 
state-run media 

Alleging that the state news 
media had been anti-Likud during 
the recent election campaign, Likud 
MK Ronnie Milo said this week 
that among its first tasks, a new 
Likud-led government! would “deal 
with the state radio and television 
networks.” 

Speaking at a public forum at the 
Tel Aviv Museum, Milo said the 
Likud had "acted like gentlemen" 
Tor the past four years. “Now things 
will be different. We can’t touch the 
press. But the electronic state 
media are something else again." 

Later, Broadcasting Authority 
director-general Yosef Lapid 
strongly denied Milo's implication 
that the radio and television had 
been anti-Likud these past several 
years. “Milo is only one of 120 j 
MKs.” said Lapid. 

Defending the Broadcasting 
Authority's “attitudes" Lapid said 
"Our broadcasting is in accordance 
with the law and not subservient to 
the wishes of politicians." 


Jerusalem Post Correspondent 
and Agencies 

PARIS. — French Foreign Minister 
Claude Cheysson said that “it was a 
fundamental error for France to 
have no official contact with Israel 
for years: you cannot build peace 
with only one of the parties." 

Interviewed in the weekly Le 
Motive! Observateur, Cheysson said 
that "it would be a good thing if 
President (Francois) Mitterrand 
were to visit Israel one day, circum- 
stances permitting." 

The publication of the interview 
coincided with a meeting here 
Saturday between Cheysson and 
{•■wk Kaddoumi, head of the 
PLO’s political department, in the 
first high-level contact between the 
new French government and the 


Palestine Liberation Organization. 

Kaddoumi arrived in Paris on Fri- 
day and the Quai d'Orsay 
emphasized the "private character" 
of his round of talks. Kaddoumi was 
a frequent guest in Paris during the 
years of the Giseard d'Estaing ad- 
ministration and regularly held talks 
with French officials. 

Kadduumi’s arrival in Paris was 
accompanied by a statement 
published in PLO headquarters in 
Beirut, describing the visit as “the 
result of a formal invitation handed 
over to the PLO by the French am- 
bassador in Lebanon.” Quai 
d Orsay officials would not confirm 
or deny that such a “formal" 
gesture had been made but repeated 
their emphasis on the private 
character of the talks. 


Professor who denied the Holocaust 


Jerusalem Post Correspondent 
PARIS. — a French court has 
convicted Professor Robert 
Faurisson for "incitement to racial 
hatred” and “apologising for 
genocide.” Faurisson has been 
preaching for several years against 
the fabrication of the giant Zionist 

!!S\f a 2“ n -* ,J ewish “termination 
by the Nazis.” 

Faurisson claims that there are no 
historical proofs to support Jewish 
propaganda" about a systematic 
extermination of Jews by the Nazi 
,me ■ has P ub *ished 
i CU u 1C i nlcd artlc,es ” arguing that 
r?u- j CBU,t was simply a 
fabricated tool in service of a 
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Zionist political campaign. 

For some time Jewish organiza- 
tions in France preferred to avoid a 
public trial of Faurisson, wishing to 
minimize his public exposure. Late 
last year, however, this tactic was 
abandoned and several organiza- 
tions and individuals took legal ac- 
tion against the professor. 

The court's verdict related to a 
statement Faurisson made in a radio 
interview, describing “the alleged 
Jewish genocide” as a “gigantic 
political -financial swindle of inter- 
national Zionism.” He was given a 
three-month suspended prison term 
and is expected to appeal the ver- 
dict in a higher court. 
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Awards for armament innovators 


By HIRSH GOODMAN 
Post Mflltary Correspondent 
Election fever heated the at- 
mosphere at last week's Israel 
Defence Prize ceremony at Beit 
Hanassi in Jerusalem. 

Premier and Defence Minister 
Menahem Begin devoted most of 
his speech to praising Israeli 
democracy, whiie President Yitzhak 
Navon noted that there had been 
‘no winners and no losers" in Tues- 
day's election. 

Three prizes were awarded 1 , to a 
team from Rafael, the weapons 
development authority, and from 
military intelligence for finding bet- 
ter ways of collecting military intel- 
ligence; to a team from the Israel 
Aircraft Industries, Tadiran, the Air 
Force and military intelligence for 


developing a pilotless data gather- 
ing drone for ground forces; and a 
posthumous award to Avraham 
MakolT of the Israel Military In- 
dustries for inventing the type of 
bombs that destroyed Arab airfields 
in 1967, and numerous other 
weapons, including the recently 
revealed armour piercing shell 
which has been exported the world 
over. 

The Israel Defence Prize is 
awarded annually to persons who 
have made a technological con- 
tribution to Israeli defence. This 
year’s prize committee was headed 
by former President Ephraim Kat- 
zir. 

In a short speech, Navon said that 
the recipients most probably would 
never be known to the genera 


public, nor would their contribu- 
tion. He noted that Israel was a 
special country, in that things which 
are public knowledge in other parts 
of the world have to be kept a tight 
secret here. 

Begin took an unnamed 
American television station to task 
for reporting th&t this had been the 
"dirtiest campaign in Israel’s 
history.” Begin said that Israel was 
one of the few bastions of 
democracy left in the world, and 
that its election process was an ex- 
ample of people's rule. Campaigns 
here, he said, were like those in 
other democracies. 

This year’s winners were selected 
from 16 candidates. An individual 
prize is 1S5.000; while a joint project 
receives IS 10.000. 


Herat man gets top canal job 


By ARYEH WOLMAN 
Jerusalem Post Reporter 
Herut party leader Avraham 
Schechterman has been named to the 
prestigious post of chairman of .the 
newly formed Mediterranean-Dead 
Sea Canal corporation. In a move 
seen as a slight to Prof. Yuval 
Ne’eman, the project's steering 
committee head. 

Schechterman, the Herat Central 
Committee chairman, was the only 
candidate to be presented to the 
corporation’s board of directors at 
its first meeting, called by Energy 
Minister Yitzhak Moda’L 
Ne’eman, former chief scientist 
of the Israel Defence Forces and 
No. 1 on the Tehiya Hst in the 
recent Knesset elections, served as 
head of the committee, which spent 


2ft years examining 27 different 
routes for the canal. 

After the committee’s recom- 
mendations were accepted by the 
government In August 1980, he was 
appointed head of the seven-man 
Reeling committee. 

A report submitted by the 
committee last month foresaw 
construction work on the 5750m. 
project beginning in 1983, and tak- 
ing seven years. 

Schechterman, an engineer by 
training, fought In the Irgun pre- 
state underground movement and 
served as deputy mayor of Tel Aviv. 
A former Knesset member, he was 
passed over when Prime Minister 
Menahem Begin made his selec- 
tions for government posts after the 
last elections. 



Faigel Braude, 
civic fighter 

Faige) -Braude, a veteran .jour- 
nalist and. one. of the founders of 
HerzIiya.Pityab apd defenders of. its’ 
country-like character, has died 
here after a long illness. She leaves 
her husband Baruch, her son Alon, 
and four grandchildren. 

Bom in New York, Faigel Braude 
graduated from Hunter College, 
and came to this country in 1935. 
She worked in Jerusalem for 
Reuters and the Prudential In- 
surance Co. until her move to 
Herzliya in 1951. 

She made headlines in 1964 while 
fighting for Herzliya's 170 18-year- 
old tamarisk (eshell trees which the 
municipality wished to cut down to 
make way for a new road on Rehov 
Eshel. 

Thanks to her energetic cam 
paign, the trees were saved and she 
was eventually elected as the only 
woman on the non-political 
Hatoshav list to the municipal coun 
cil on which she served until 1969. 

Faigel Braude was also a member 
of B'noL BTith, an activist in the 
International Children’s Week As- 
sociation and the founder of 
Herzliya's International Women’s 
Club, where wives of Israel 
accredited ambassadors organized 
programmes on their countries in 
Tel Aviv schools. (A.Z. 


New military computer 

TEL AVIV. — A contract for 
"developing an advanced type pf 
computer for military needs” is t6 
be signed’ shortly between Rada 
Electronics, of Beit Sheen, and an 
American firm whose name Is not 
yet being revealed, it has been 

learned. 

The American firm will provide 
the money to develop the 
prototype, whiie Rada Electronics 
will finance the R and D costs, 
which are believed to run into 
several million dollars. 
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VEAR-ROUAD sun PORCVCR 
AT THC EltAT CIUB HOTEl 
PROffl OAtV 1 2700. 

SHARE Time Sharing is the international trend in vacation property ownership. It enables you to own a 
luxurious holiday’ home for just the amount of time you want each year, fer life, thus paying a 
fraction of the total price. For as little as $2700 you can own a week forever.* 


YEAR-ROUND SUN 

AT THE 
EILAT CUIB HOTEL 


FROM ONLY $ 2700 


Eilat is Israel's desert Riviera where the sun shines twelve months a year, where the sophistication 
of a luxury European resort capital lives in harmony with the exotic bedouin tribes. 

Private luxury villas beautifully decorated and maintained in an exotic Middle Eastern setting on the 
banks of the world famous Red Sea with its dazzling underwater magic. The Eilat Club holiday 
village boasts of the ultimate in comfort and style - restaurants, swimming pools and nightclubs are 
but a few of the pleasures waiting for you. •••• ■ 

Imagine, for as little as $2700, you own a fabulous holiday villa in the exotic resort area of Eilat 
for one week. 

And, if you'd like a change, Interval International, the vacation exchange company will arrange fer 
you to exchange your holiday home for any one of 250 magnificent resorts worldwide. 

* And in Israel, Time Share prices era still low compared to other 
comparable resorts worldwide and you still receive the same rights 
of exchange. 


CALL OR WRITE TODAY! 


67778 


□N>P 



ailcit 

club 

hotel 
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HOME NEWS 


The return to Mount Scopus 


Jerusalem Post Staff 
The Hebrew University of 
Jerusalem lust week formally retur-f 
tied 10 Mount Scopus, its original 
cunipus opened in 1925. 

The move back to Scopus has 
been in progress since the end of the 
Six Day War. in 1967. But the major 
project of renewal and rebuilding, 
and the creution of a campus for 
10.000 of the university's 15,500 stu- 
dents. w ill only be completed when 
the ucudemic year begins at the end 
of October. 

Lust week, the Scopus campus 
wus officially dedicated at a week- 
long International Conference of 
Friends of the Hebrew University. 
Highlights of the conference were 
the convocation for the conferring 
of Ph.Ds and honorary degrees, and 
tile naming of the university's 
School for Overseas Students for 
Sum Roth berg, honorary chairman 
of the Hebrew University Board of 
Governors. 

Concluding event of the con- 
ference wus u gnla July 4 dinner- 
dunce at the King Solomon 
Sheraton Hotel in Jerusalem, spon- 
sored by the Jerusalem Friends of 
the University. 

Among those who received 
honorary degrees wus former U.S. 
vice-president Waller Mondale. He 
attacked the proposed U.S. sale of 
AW ACS aircraft to Saudi Arabia as 
among the “potentially most 
destabilizing acts in recent Middle 
Eust history." 

Asserting that assisting Israel was 
in America's "national interest," 
Mondale said the U.S. should not 
sell sophisticated equipment that 
might be used against Israel to her 
neighbours. 

Also' awarded honorary doc- 
torates ul lust week's ceremony 
were Stanley Bogen, a New York 
businessman and member of the un- 
iversity’s board of governors; agro- 


economist Prof. Cornelius de Wit, 
from Holland: distinguished Israeli 
jurist Prof. Guido (Gad) Tedeschi: 
American solid state physicist Prof. 
Walter Kohn: French scientist Prof. 
Adolphe Steg; and Los Angeles 
lawyer und member of the univer- 
sity’s board of governors. Harvey L. 
Silbert. 

English literature Prof. Marie 
Syrkin was awarded the Solomon 
Bublick Prize. Sylvia Ettenberg of 
the Jewish Theological Seminary of 
America won the Samuel Roihberg 
Prize in Jewish education, Dr. 
Noam Agmon. the Aharon Katzir 
Prize for an outstanding Ph.D. in 
the sciences. Dr. David Rosenthal, 
the Allan Bronfman Prize for an 
outstanding humanities Ph.D., and 
Dr. liana Silber, the Alex Berger 
Prize. 

A total of 144 men and women 
received doctorates in the sciences, 
the humanities and law during last 
week's ceremony. 

One of the highlights of the 
week’s celebrations ut the university 
was the Israeli army's presentation 
of a special nag to the school. 

As nags fluttered in the breeze 
atop Mount Scopus, the Israel 
Defence Forces presented an 
“independence banner" to the un- 
iversity to celebrate the Hebrew 
University’s return to its original 
campus after 33 years. 

Participating in the ceremony 
were Deputy Prime Minister Yigael 
Yadin, university President 
Avraham Harman, Hadassah 
Medical Organization director- 
general Dr. Kalman Mann and 
Jerusalem deputy rnuyor Elad 
Peled 

"From this site 2 - ,000 years ago 
Roman legionaries sighted 
Jerusalem which they later burnt — 
and in 1967 Israeli soldiers returned 
to liberate the city,” Yadin said. 
“Had it not been for the Hebrew 


University of Jerusalem and the 
defenders of this campus, we would 
not be here today." 

The Mount Scopus campus, cut 
off by Arab forces in the 1948 War 
of Independence, remained inac- 
cessible to Israelis until the 1967 
Six- Day War. 

The presence of hundreds of the 
university’s supporters in Jerusalem 
also provided the opportunity to 
dedicate many or their major gifts. 
Dedicated on the Mount of Scopus 
campus were the Bernard and Louis 
Bloomfield (Montreal) Central 
Library, the Mehli Mehta and 
Zubin Mehta Music Wing, the 
Walter and Leah Cherry 
(Philadelphia) Music Auditorium, 
the Hechl Family Synagogue (Cape 
Girardeau, Mo.), the Jacob and 
Dorothy Handeles and Waller and 
Helen Zwig (Canada) Auditorium, 
the Abraham and Sonia Rochlin 
(Los Angeles) Lecture Hall, Florida 
House in the Faculty of Humanities 
and the Alex Elias Berger (Mexico) 
Building for Social Sciences. 

On the Givat Ram campus, the 
Maurice Cohen Genetics Building 
(Boston) and the Joseph Nahmias 
Scholarship Fund and Hall in 
Maison de France were in- 
augurated. Two academic Chairs 
were also dedicated, one in 
Psychology in memory of Sylvia 
Bauman of New York and a Chair 
and Memorial Wing in Business Ad- 
ministration -in memory of Myles 
Robinson of Winnipeg. 

Honorary Fellowships were con- 
ferred on Neri Bloomfield of Mon- 
treal and David Brucilovsky of 
Mexico. 

. Finpjly, on the Rqhpvot campus, 
of the Faculty of Agriculture the 
University dedicated the Mary and 
David Alper (Miami Beach) 
Building for the School of 
Nutritional and Domestic Sciences. 

( Leith learning, page 14 j 



An aerial tie* of a section of the Mount Scopus campus. 


Threefold rise in money-printing last month 

Pnal n l 


Post Economic Reporter 

The government printed three 
limes more money in June than in 
Ma>. statistic* released b> the Bank 
ul Israel *how. In absolute figures, 
the June total is IS2.KJ9 billion und 
that for Mas. IS9 1 6 million. In Muy. 
the government camouflaged about 
half the sum b> taking a IS870m. 
loan i ruin commercial banks. 

This 200 per cent increase in June 
— the last month preceding the 
elections — is greater in real terms 
!»> per cent than the highest sum 
injected into the economy during 
am single month during the in- 
cumbency of Yigael Hurvitz as 
finance minister. During September 
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1980, he put into circulation a total 
of IS823m. which is equivalent to 
IS 1.5b. in today's prices. 

In sharp contrast with the May- 
June trend, the government in April 
look out of circulation a total of 
ISI87m. 

The rise in the means of payment 
in May and June is accounted for by 
the increased government subsidies 
for basic commodities and the pay- 
ments to different economic sec- 
tors, such as agriculture and in- 
dustry, to cover their losses from 
national disasters, differences in ex- 
change rates and other causes. 

Savings schemes, u device to 
counter-balance sums pul into cir- 


culation, did not attract the general 
public as they had in previous 
months. 

Economists in the Treasury and 
the Bunk of Israel believe that the 
government will be forced to raise 
the prices of basic commodities, in- 
cluding that of fuels. 

Total tax collection in May 
amounted to IS6.4b. which was a 
128.5 per cent increase compared 
with May 1980. But in real terms, 
this increase is In the range of 2.6 
per cent to 4.4 per cent, depending 
on the inflationary rise during June. 
This rise is estimated by the 
Treasury to be 3.3 per cent, though 
other observers put It at 5 per cent. 



Sixth-grade pupils In Jerusalem’s Henrietta Szold School leave no 
doubt they are happy that school Is finally out for the long summer 
vacation. (Rahamim Israeli) 

Gardens in Biblical times 

Portion of the Week: Balak. Numbers ” 

22.2-25.9. The verse discussed is 24.6 TORA AND FLORA 

I WAS among the guests invited to L.I. Rabinowltz 

the consecration of the Shalom _ __ _ 

gfsfS!? sss 

speakers. He and 1 got into aeon' *1*' *“ 

^ -Krlir 8 - lh ' ^ — -ufiTK. CL" 
ITSie. d “ 8arden ci “ i; or ed ; b J‘ produ “' E 7 

em ? hUted 

pleasure, a J , 'T h “ lillle doub '' lhertfo, 5 

picking flowers in a gardkn It 7s ° £ al ln lh * R assa f ■" ‘ h « P ortl °“ “< 
the Song of Songs, in the ver« W " k> wh ' ch Balaam corn- 

(6 24) ‘‘Mv helnvJf ie arm- . P ares t he tents and dwelling 

the garden, to the bed of spices to K lace . s " °. r ,he Children of 
feed in the garden and to gathe” ‘"T ' ’ h - y 

shoshanlm" (roses or lilies). H™ ," f nm-producing garden whKhu 

does one gather flowers in a spice ° tU . 

garden? Rabbi Jacobs made the in- ‘I' 0 "', y " ccp i'°!! ™ 

teresting suggestion that the Burden (II Kings. 25.4, Jer. 

shoshanim referred to grew wild f. 9 4 - Nehemiah 3.15) and especially 
like poppies. 8 ’ ihat of Ahasucrus (Esther 1.5; 7.7/8) 

me^ ™ 'mentio^d ^nThi" Solu™,' AhX^mldThe 

several^times in Canticles (4. 1 lid " 


Moslems begin observance of Ramadan 


Post Mldeaat Affairs Reporter 

Moslems throughout the Arab 
world began their month-long flisi 
or Ramadan at dawn Iasi Thursday 
abstaining from food and drink 
during daylight hours. 

. TS e ? s , 1 . is ° ne of lhe “Five Pil- 
°. f Islam and is strictly en- 

rced in most Moslem countries. 

The Saudi Arabian government 
has threatened “severe and im- 
mediate penalties” against not only 
Mos ems. but also against non- 
Moslems who drink' publicly during 
the holy month. ■ ■ 

Police throughout the region will 
be enforcing the fast, and in some 
countries, vio Utors will be punished 
by the traditional lashing or even 
imprisonment. 


in the territories udminislcrd by 
Israel the police arc enforcing Jor- 
dan's laws against transgressors, 
who will he brought before the 
local courts for summary trulls. 

The daily fast traditionally begins 
and ends with the firing of cannon, 
This year, the military government 
in the administered territories has 
agreed to permit the custom 'd'njj 
will be supplying the necessary » 
plosives, Itim reports. Precautions 
will be taken to ensure that the ex- 
plosives are used for theii 
designated purpose. 

Moslems believe that Ramadan, 
the ninth mpnth of the Moslem 
calendar, was the month when the 
Koran was revealed to the Prophel 
Mohammed. in a save -near Mecca 
14 centuries ago. 


Scouts launch clean-up of Tel Aviv beaches 


, J* ■ A ^! V - — Some 400 members 
j ,ne Tzofim (scouts) movement 
descended l^st week on Tel Aviv's 
beaches to collect litter, as part of 
the Council for a Beautiful Israel’s 
campaign for “a country with 
beautiful beaches." 
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The scouts will attempt to mai 
the public more conscious of 
need to keep beaches cleat 
“Talking" garbage pails, in whjc 
loudspeakers are hidden, will 6a 
on bathers to deposit their litter i 
the pail and not on the sand 
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Criticism of light terms 
for Nazi camp guards 


By YA’ACOV FRIEDLER t 
Jerusalem Post Reporter I 

and Agencies 

HAIFA. — The light sentences im- t 
posed on the Maidanek death camp i 
gu aids last week in Dusseldorf are 
historically important, Tuvia 
Friedman, director of the Nazi War - 
Crimes Documentation Centre, f 
thinks. 1 

Former camp guard Hermine i 
Ryan was sentenced to life 
imprisonment and seven others i 
were given lesser sentences for tak- i 
ing part in the murder of some of 
the 250,000 persons who died at the 
Maidanek death camp in World 
War II. The ninth defendant was ac- 
quitted. 

Friedman, who has been gather- 
ing evidence for the case since 1959, 
said that “the sentences were the 
best that could be expected in 
modern Germany.” 

He said that he had been asked 
for evidence against war criminals 
after Dr. Erwin Schuele, now State 
Attorney in Stuttgart, opened the 
West German centre for the 
prosecution of Nazi crimes in 
Ludwigsburg in December 1958. 

Friedman took testimony from 
120 Israeli survivors of Maidanek 
and passed it on to Ludwigsburg, 
together with documents on 
German crimes against Jews in the 
Lublin area. 

Four camps — Maidanek, 
Sobibor, Belzec«.nd Theresienstadt 
— were located near Lublin in 
German-occupied Poland. 

Friedman feels that the protocols 
of the six-year trial will serve as 
further unshakable evidence of the 
range of German crimes against the 
Jewish people, which many groups, 
including the neo-Nazis, are now 
trying to deny. 

The trial and sentencing of the 
men and women who had actually 
carried out the murders, despite 
their claims that they were only car- 
rying out orders, once again showed 
the world that the whole German 
nation had been involved in the- 
genocide of the Jewish people, 
Friedman said. 

The sentencing by Judge Guenter 
Bogen brought to an end West Ger- 
many's longest war crimes trial. The 
nine defendants went on trial in 
November 1975. 

The other sentences ranged from 
three to 12 years. All the sentences, 
with the exception of the acquittal 
of Heinric Groffmann, a former 
Nazi SS corporal, were less than 
those requested by the prosecutor, 
who had sought life terms for five of 
the defendants. 

Gideon Hausner, chairman of the 
Yad Vashem .Holocaust 
Remembrance Authority direc- 
torate and prosecutor at the Adolf 
Eichmann trial, said the light 
sentences imposed on nine defen- 
dants were “a miscarriage of 
justice." 

“The longest and most con- 
spicuous war trial has also proved to 


be the most disappointing," 
Hausner said. 

"Most were freed on ball during 
the trial, despite being charged with 
unspeakable crimes,” Hausner said. 

"I think it is a scandal.. 

As the sentences were read out. 
Judge Bogen' s voice shook slightly 
and his judgment was received with 
cries of “scandal" and “this is a 
mockery of the victims.” 

Two women leaped up from their 
chairs and spread out a red banner 
decrying the crimes of the Nazis. 

The other woman defendant, j 
Hildegard Laechert, 61, received ' 
the second longest prison term of 12 
years. She was known as “Bloody 
Brigitta" by Maidanek prisoners. 

The 61-year-old Ryan, 
nicknamed "the mare" by former 
Maidanek inmates- Tor the brutal 
kicks she gave with her boots, was 
charged with the murder of at least 
1,181 prisoners and complicity in 
the murder of 705 more. 

She married an American ser- 
viceman after the war and lived for 
several years in the New York City 
borough of Queens. She was ex- 
tradited from the U.S. to stand trial. 

The court ruled that Ryan per- 
sonally selected at least 50 Jewish 
women to be gassed and sent at 
least 20 Jewish children from the 
Warsaw Ghetto to the gas chamber. 
The judge handed down two lire 
sentences on Ryan. 

The former deputy camp com- 
mandant. Hermann Hackmann, 67, 
received a sentence of 10 years. 

The judge gave eight years to 
F.mil l.uurich. 60, an SS corpora! 
known as "The Angel of Death,” 
and six years to Heinz Villain, 60. 

Fritz Petrick, 68, a former SS 
sergeant, was sentenced to four 
years and Arnold Strippel, 79, an 
ex-lieutenant, 3!6 years. Thomas Ell- 
ganger, 63, received a three-year 
term. 

Judge Bogen said it was unfor- 
tunate the trial had lasted so long — 
the longest in West German history 
• at five years and seven months — 
and he criticized defence tactics. 

The length of the trial has drawn 
protests from Israelis, Poles and 
others seeking justice for the deaths 
at Maidanek near Lublin, in 
German-occupied Poland. 

Estimates of those killed were 
from 250,000 to some 1.5 million 
from the time the camp was built in 
1941 until it was taken by the ad- 
vancing Red Army in 1944. 

Maidanek was one of the biggest - 
camps built by the Nazis for carry- 
ing out their “final solution" to the 
Jewish question. 

A banner strung over the main 

■ court entrance said, "Never again 
; Nazism, never again Maidanek. 

Sixteen organizations representing 
victims of Nazism waved banners 

■ proclaiming "No more Nazis, no 
f more anti-Semitism.” • 

Both the prosecution and the 
’ defence said that they would appeal 
» the sentences. 


Bank Leuini to fund teacher scheme 


Jerusalem Post Reporter 
Bank Leumi has agreed to fund a 
new World Zionist Organization 
programme that will bring 30 
Diaspora educators to Israel for 
three years of study. During this 
period the young teachers will 
prepare themselves for at least five 
years’ service abroad. 

The programme,' called the 
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CONEY ISLAND 
MONUMENTS 
1640 Coney Island Avenue 
Brooklyn, N.Y. 11230 

BUY DIRECT FROM 
FACTORY AND SAVE 
(21 2) >98-2003 
Open' 8undeya. 

juv now naw ittiv 


NOBODY BEATS 
OUR DEALS! 

Israel from 8049 

* Lowest student rates 

* Bast group fares 

* Year-round tours 

* Least expensive feres to all 
destinations 

B&D TRAVEL 
ASSOCIATES 

420 Madlton A«, Now York. N.Y. 10017. 
Tel. (212) 223 0484. 800-223-1114. 


IDEALLY-SITUATED AFT. to let. 
Minimum 1 year, 3 bedrooms. 2 
bathrooms, large lounge, magnificent 
view of Jerusalem end Judean Hills. 
Elegantly furnished, ell modern 
appliances. 

Ravin, 14 Eln Rogel Street, 
Jerusalem, Tel. 02-7I134B, 02- 
632024 



ISRAEL RADIO 

NEW FREQUENCIES FOR THE 
ENGLISH LANGUAGE 
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— May 3, 1901 to September 8, 
1981 

0500 — 0518 GMT 
21710* 

21600* 

16582*/** 

11854* 

11637*/** 

1200— 1230 GMT 
21675* 

21600* 
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15605*** 
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17885**** 
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21710***** 

16582*/***** 
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1 1637*/***** 

981 B* 

0000 — 0030 GMT 
16682*/***** 

1 1637V***** 
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0100 — 0130 GMT 
158B2*/***** 

1 1837*/***** 

9816* 
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In twelve yean, Israeli aroheologtsts revealed more about the past of 
Sinai than did all the research of the past century. Their important 
work is summarized in the Summer 1BB1 lime of 

ISRAEL — LAND AND NATURE 

the English-language quarterly journal of the 

Society for the Protection of Nature in Israel 

(SPNI) 

Also articles on 

* Hiking in the Negev highlands 

* Landscape conservation in the Negev 

* Jaffa's Jews at the turn of the century 

* The family life of the short-toed eagle and much more on 
the natural and human history of Israel. 

Join over 35,000 members of the SPNI, in Israel and abroad, in 
helping to make the Holy Land a better and cleaner place to live in 
-and visit. 

Oversees members are welcome I 
Join now I 


Society for the Protection of Nature In Israel 
4 Haahfela Si., 88183 Tel Aviv, Israel. 

Please enrol ma tend my famltyl in the S.P.N.I. 


f 


My cheque for is encoded. 

Annual membership dues for Israel residents are IS BO (IS80 for I.D.F 
personnel and students). Overseas memberships (Including a smell 
contribution): S 20 

Membership Includes a subscription to Israel — Land and Nature. 

Periodic listings of current S-P.N.I. tours era sent to all members residing, in 
Israel, and to overseas members who request them. 


Name and Address (please print clearly). 



EDUCATIONAL/RELIGIOUS LIFE 
COORDINATOR 

of ihe 

INTERNATIONAL GRADUATE CENTRE 
FOR HEBREW AND JEWI8H STUDIES 
(W.U.J.S. Institute — Arad, Israel) 

QUALIFICATIONS: 

* University* 'degree tor S’rolehah) in Judalce; additional decree in Education 

* Experience with Jewish students of all background* from abroad 

* Fluency In Hebrew and English MM tongue < mm MM l . 

* Ability to conduot religious services (Orthodox-atyi*) Including kriai hs-loran 

TERMS OF EMPLOYMENT: , , 

* Full lima position: available immediately 

* Non-roudne working hours , 

* Apartment (suitable for up to 4 people) on campus; financial assistance for off- 

oampua apartment 

* Partial Board at the Institute . , , 

a Saleh/: Level 4 on the Hlstadrut eoate lor Academic* 

Send okirrleulum vitae with letter ol application to: B. Bank. Director. W.UJ.S. 
institute. 80 700 Arad. Israel 


Jerusalem Fellowship, will be an- 
nounced officially on July 13 by the 
WZO and officials of the bank, 
which was originally established by 
the WZO. Zionist Executive 
chairman Arye Dulzin, who is a 
governor of Bank Leumi, persuaded 
the bank to donate SI million a year 
for eight or nine years for this and 
other educational projects. 


ISRAEL’™?! EGYPT 

COMMAND TRAVEL!^ (800)221-4840 

6 East 45th Street. New Mark. New Vbrk 1 001 7 . NY State call collect (21 2) 490-1 2 1 3 
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ELECTIONS INSIGHT 


Alignment tripled its 
vote among the Arabs 


By DAVID RICHARDSON 
and YOEL DAR 
Jerusalem Post Reporters 

Although the Alignment more 
than tripled its vote among the Arab 
population compared to the 1977 
election, this year's surprising, and 
apparently crucial, Arab support 
appears to be less the product of 
campaign design than luck. 
However, Prime Minister 
Menahem Begin’s former adviser 
on Arab affairs said that Labour 
could have done even better. 

Dr. Moshe Sharon, who resigned 
his post in January 1979 after serv- 
ing 16 months, said then the office 
should be abolished since it is 
“superfluous'’ and lacks any ex- 
ecutive powers to help Israel's 
Arabs. He said last week that 
Labour could have won more of the 
Arab vote had it changed its policy 
of supporting the older, more 
traditional elements of Arab 
society. 

He said that Labour should learn 
the lesson of Tuesday's election and 
develop a proper organization 
among the young leadership of the 
Arab sector. The sharp decline in 
support for Rakah (Communist) 
“puts paid to the myth of radicaliza- 
tion among Israel's Arabs," Sharon 
said. 

Instead of an expected 8 per cent 
increase in its strength, Rakah’s 
support dccrcused in many villages 
and in Nazareth, a stronghold of the 
Rakah-dominalcd coalition, the 
Democratic Front for Peace and 
Equality (DFPE), the parly lost 
out. ■ 

Disappointment with the DFPE's 
performance over the past Tour 
years, as well as an unexpectedly 
low turn-out among Arab voters, 
are considered responsible for the 
party's decline. “For the average 
man-in -the -st reel, emphasizing a 


solution to the Palestinian problem 
and activity on international issues 
is not what was wanted from a party 
which was traditionally seen as the 
advocate of the Arab population's 
interests.” Sharon said. 

He said that for Israel's Arabs, 
Labour was the “best of bad Biter- 
natives,” noting that Labour has 
continued .to support such 
traditional Arab parties as Seif a- 
Din Zuabi's Independent Arab List. 
This party, like the two other Arab 
lists, Tailed to maki it to the Knes- 
set; although the 1AL came dose 
with 14,000 votes. "The 18- to 23- 
yearold age group is large enough 
to return at least one mandate on its 
own," Sharon said. 

In addition to their disappoint- 
ment with Rakah and the DFPE, 
Arab intellectuals explained that 
the marked support for the Align- 
ment stemmed from disappoint- 
ment with the Begin .government’s 
“almost total neglect” of the Arab 
sector, and said the Arabs were now 
looking for a moderate party that 
could understand their problems. 
This attitude was shared by Negev 
Beduin, about 70 per cent of whom 
voted for the Alignment. 

One Arab intellectual in Nazareth 
claimed that^ DFPE propaganda 
ugainst the Likud convinced many 
Arab voters to back Labour instead, 
and Rakah is now paying for its mis- 
take. 

In Tel Aviv last week, a 
spokesman for Mapam, Labour’s 
partner in the Alignment, praised 
Israel’s Arab citizens for their sup- 
port. 

In the new Knesset there will be 
five Arab and Druse MKs: two 
Moslems in (he Alignment; one 
Moslem und one Christian in 
Rakah-DFPE; and one Druse in the 
Likud. 


Haifa: profile of a city’s vote 


HAIFA. — Haifa is the only one of 
the three big cities to have given 
Labour a substantial lead over the 
Likud. The Alignment, which pol- 
led 57,043 votes in Haifa, to Likud's 
44,120, captured 44.3 per cent of the 
city's vote, with Likud taking 33.8 
per cent. 

The Alignment gained over 17 


per cent compared with the 1977 
figures. Likud gained less than 1 per 
cent. 

An Alignment representation 
said Labour had won baqk 
votes lost to the now defunct 
Democratic Movement for Change 
in 1977, but had also made other 
substantial gains. 
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Helicopters were mobilized to carry ballots and ballot boxes to some army outposts, such as one 
In the Jordan Valley Rift shown above. The polling stations were manned by solders, some of 
them 18-year-old conscripts. No hitches were reported. (Scoop 80 photo) 

Small parties the big losers 


By JOSHUA BRILLIANT 
Jerusalem Post Reporter 

TEL AVIV. — Voters shunned the 
small parties on Election Day and 
went over to, the two large parties 
apparently because they wanted to 
keep either Menahem Begin or 
Shimon Peres out of power. 

Nor were the voters 
demonstrating their disenchant- 
ment with small parlies, said the 
leaders of the smaller lists yester- 
day. 

Shinui’s outgoing MK Mordechai 
Virshubski said last week that the 
struggle between Begin and Peres 
was so intense that many voters 
compromised their principles to 
keep one of the two men out. 

People did not vole for a can- 
didate, but against one, Virshubski 
maintained. 

The small parties took a heavy 
beating on Tuesday. The Alignment 
and the Likud, together, polled 
nearly 100 seats in the 120-member 
Knesset, compared with 80 in the 
outgoing assembly. 

Sheli, which won two seats in the 
1977 elections, and the Independent 
Liberal Party which won one — 
failed to pass the I per cent qualify- 
ing threshold. 


Nineteen other lists also failed to 
cross the threshold. 

Even the parties which did make 
it to the Tenth Knesset were disap- 
pointed. 

Telem, with former foreign 
minister Moshe Dayan at the top, 
got only two mandates. Thus Labour 
and Social Affairs Minister Israel 
Katz, former finance minister 
Ylgael Hurvitz and MK Zalman 
Shoval did not make it. 

Religious Affairs Minister 
Aharon Abuhatzeira’sTami list won 
only three mandates instead of the 
expected four or five. 

Shinui once had eight Knesset 
members, but now only MK Amnon 
Rubinstein and a colleague will sit 
in the next Knesset. 

Shulamit Aloni had high hopes 
for her Movement for Peace and 
Citizens Rights, but only she won a 
seal. 

Tehiya gdt only three mandates 
— with Yuval Ne'eman and Geula 
Cohen heading the list — instead of 
the predicted five or six seats. 

Teiem s support came mainly 
from right wingers in Labour and it 
may have done belter by clearly 
eliminating any chance of joining a 
Likud-led government, outgoing 
MK Zalman Shoval said. 


The CRM, Shinui and the ILP in 
fact declared they would support 
only a Labour-led government, but 
apparently that was not enough for 
many of their former "upporlers. 
Choosing between Begin and Peres 
overrode all other issues. 

Shinui’s Rubinstein concurred, 
reporting that “fear of the rise of 
the Likud chased our supporters in 
droves to the ranks of Labour. We 
heard ii from many of our friends 
who snid: ‘We would like to vote 
Shinui but are too scared'." 

Tehiya also got fewer seats than 
predicted. Supporters moved to the 
Likud afier Yitzhak Rabin was ap- 
pointed Labour's candidate for 
defence minister, and the Align- 
ment's popularity increased. 

Voters responded to the Likud's 
call to “save” it, Tehiya leader 
Ne’eman said. 

The one exception to the pattern 
of shrinking small parties is Agudat 
Visfael, which maintained its power 
of Four. 

But the Agudn is a special case, 
observers believe. Its supporters are 
a distinct, insular social group 
which is not easily influenced by 
developments in the larger society. 


From yeshiva classes to the polls 


An Arab citizen casts her ballot at the polling station in Talba, in the 
eastern Sharon. (Israel Sun) 


By ABRAHAM RABINOVICH 
Jerusalem Post, Reporter 

The Likud maintained its 
traditional plurality in Jerusalem in 
last week's election and Labour 
doubled its strength in the capital 
over 1977, but it was Agudat Yisrael 
that reaped the richest fruits. 

Reaching out beyond the black, 
dad Ashkenazi Haredi population 
with superb organization, the ultra- 
Orlhodox party won 16 per cent of 
the vote (before all the voles had been 
counted). This was double what it 
won in 1977 and three times what its 
traditional competitor, the National 
Religious Party, won this year in the 
capital. 

Whereas most of Labour’s gain 
consisted of former supporters who 
had gone over to the Democratic 
Movement Tor Change in 1977 and 
were now returning, Aguda's was a 


net increase. 

During Tuesday’s voting, 40 
avrechlm — - married yeshiva stu- 
dents mobilized for the campaign by 
Aguda — combed the Neve 
Ya acov quarter for supporters, the 
bulk of them immigrants from Bokhara 
“ nd jP'o/g'?. >nd other non- 
naredlm. Similar teams were work- 
ing virtually every neighbourhood 
in the city. 

The head of the Neve Ya'acov 

I*™. 1 ? 1 *? ?f porter that the Aguda 
had ]!sts of all participants in the 351 
study circles it conducts around the 
city. These are informal study 
group!, usually in neighbourhood 

as** ? herc pe ° pic c ° me t° 

study Talmud and related subjects 

tenm * ° r ° nCC a weck - The 
team members visited every one of 

he particpimtsand offered to Iran- 
sport them to the polls. 
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Labour doubled its strength from 
13 per cent in 1977 to 26 per cent. 
Likud increased its percentage from 
37 to 38. National Religious Party 
declined from 8.5 per cent to 5. 

Likud won more than 50 per cent 
of the vote in the blue-collar 
quarters of Katamon, the Nahlaol 
and Musrara, where Labour won 
only 20 per cent. 

Not all ultra-Orthodox Jews par- 
ticipated in the elections. In the 
city’s Mea Shearim neighbourhood, 
members of the Eda Haredit com- 
munity blocked cars bearing 
“Gimel" — . Agudat Yisrael — 
placards and ripped them off. Ac- 
cording to Eda Haredit ideology, 
Judaism is a religion rather than a 
nationality, and therefore there is 
no need for Zionism or the State of 
Israel. 

Published weekly: July 5-11, 1981 



THE COMMUNITY 


Several innovative programmes to help the home-bound 
and their families are springing up. Leah Abramowitz 
looks at some of these home care services. 



EVERY DAY elderly patients in 
need of continual nursing or super- 
vision are released from hospital or 
become weaker and more depen- 
dent at home, and their caretakers 
feel inadequate to deal with the 
burden. Says Edna Huri of the 
District Ministry of Health office in 
Jerusalem, "For every person we 
place in an institution, five or more 
are put on the waiting list and re- 
main at home. There just aren't 
enough beds to meet the rising need 
und the problem is turning into a 
catastrophe.'* 

Private institutions arc u solution 
only Tor a few privileged individuals, 
as their cost ranges from IS6.QQG10 
IS 16,000 a month (and is usually 
quoted in dollars). The HislBdrut 
Labour Federation’s Sick Fund. 
Kupat Holim, has only three 
chronic hospitals: Hartzfeld in 
Gedera, Beit Rivka in Petach Tikva 
and Beil Lowenstein in Ra’anana, 
with selection boards to process 
every candidate. 

Gerontologists and medical staff 
who come in contact with the 
problem feel society has not kept 
pace with the changing scene in 
Israel. Dcmographically, this 
country, like all Western nations, is 
greying. Every decade a larger per- 
centage of the population is elderly. 
Now 12 per cent of the population 
are over 65 (60 for women); by 2Q20 
it should be 20 per cent. 

More significant is the growing 
number of white-haired, fragile, in- 
firm octogenarians and non- 
agenarians in our society of whom 
perhaps 3 per cent are invalids and 
bedbound. Their caretakers, if 
spouses, are generally 80-90 years 
old themselves, and even their 
children are often past retirement 
age. 

But necessity has given father to 
several innovative programmes to 
help the home-bound or bed-bound 
and their families. The glaring lack 
of old age homes and chronic in- 
stitutions is being somewhat 
counterbalanced by several 
programmes and services that assist 
chronic patients and their 
caretakers at home. 

Home care service, once an out- 


patient programme sponsored by 
some hospitals, is now primarily 
supplied by Kupat Holim. Public 
nurses, doctors, physiotherapists, 
occupational therapists and 
homehelpcrs visit invalids in their 
home and keep labs on their 
progress. Various organizations 
provide Matav (Metaplol Bayit) 
women to assist elderly or ailing 
persons. The “Matavniks" undergo 
u special course where they are 
trained to wash patients, cook und 
feed them, change their bedding, 
run their errands and simply act as 
companions. One mciapclct who 
looked after a very sick, old, family- 
U* r .r -.'..Milkman spent ilir-‘e full days 
and nights taking him from 
emergency ward to emergency ward 
until he was finally admitted to a 
hospital where he died in dignity 
and without further suffering. 

Certain "Lundsmanseharts" 
groups lake care of their "own 
kind." The Central European Im- 
migrant office has an elaborate 
organization which provides as- 
sistance Tor needy members on 
several levels, from foster homes, to 
hostels, home care or in- 
stitutionalization. The late Rafiil 
Harrari and his volunteers helped 
elderly and sick immigrants of 
Syrian origin. 

“Meals on Wheels' in Jerusalem 
is sponsored by the Ministry or 
Labour and Social Affairs and takes 
a midday dinner to old people at 
home who find it difficult to cook or 
buy food. 

Social workers of various govern- 
ment offices and agencies deal with 
the aged, including chronic 
patients, who happen to be in their 
care: the Ministry of Absorption 
(for new immigrants), the Ministry 
of Defence (for parents of fallen 
soldiers, for instance) and the 
National Insurance Institute are ex- 
amples. 

Of late the lonely, elderly citizens 
living by themselves have attracted 
attention and sympathy from 
volunteer organizations and 
schools. The women’s movements 
such as Na'amat as well as Magen 
David Adorn and Mishmar Ezrachi 
send visitors to make homecalls. 


Many young people from high 
school and yeshivot have adopted 
an older person or couple and do 
their shopping, bring them 
medicines or heating fuel and even 
wnsh their floors. 

Certain neighbourhoods have 
geriatric medical centres which 
cater to the needs of their constitu- 
ents, whether ailing or well. Mer- 
caz L'kashish (The Assessment, 
Guidance and Counselling Service) 
in Jerusalem's Katamon directed by 
Irish-born Dr. Clair Davidson, is an 
example of this innovative service. 

The Mercaz was organized as a 
pilot project in 1968 to provide 
comprehensive geriatric service in 
one of the less-developed 
neighbourhoods of Jerusalem. 
From the beginning, explained Dr. 
Davidson, the Centre was based on 
team-work. The staff meets weekly 
to discuss cases and make recom- 
. mendations. Kochavit, the veteran 
i administrative worker, will have as 
much to say as Dr. Davidson who as 
a specialist in family medicine, has 
both the training and experience to 
direct this programme. Frieda, the 
: head nurse, may suggest that a 
' "friendly visitor” lake on a par- 
ticular case (which is essentially a 
social work’s domaine) whereas 
Miriam, the social worker, may 
point out that someone she saw 
recently was walking unsteadily and 
needs a walker. 

“Once we open a chart on a resi- 
dent, it’s for life,” says Dr. 
Davidson. "We provide total out- 
reach into the geriatric community, 
irrespective of the individual's 
mobility or health." Every elderly 
resident of the Katamon quarter has 
an annual check-up. If he cannot 
come to the Centre, be is seen at 
home. Those in need of medical or 
social care are seen as often as 
necessary, even iliree time*, a week 
or more. There are three nurses, I 
four social workers and one doctor 
on the professional staff and five 
Maiav homemakers connected to 
the programme. The para-medical 
services, which are often hired, in- 
clude a physiotherapist, oc- 
cupational therapist, chiropodist 
and handicrafts teacher for the 
homebound. 

Dr. Davidson looks back in pride 
over the 12 years that the Mercaz 
has been operating. She can see that 
there have been many changes for 
the better in Israel as a whole to the 
problems or the elderly. She feels 
there are more choices, more 
facilities and the whole attitude in 
the agencies has improved since she 
came on aliya in 1959. People are 
more aware of the needs of the 
elderly and better able to provide, 
minimal services nowadays, he says. 

Nonetheless geriatrics is not a 
favoured field by professionals nor 
is much of the taxpayer's money 
and donations from abroad 
1 channeled into services for the 
1 elderly, which enable them to re- 
1 main at home in dignity and cost 
5 considerably less than in- 
* stituilionalization. With every pass- 
ing year there are more and more 
s lonely old people, neglected or re- 
i jected by their families, or simply in 
1 need. For people like these and 
1 others in similar circumstances, ger- 
s ialric programmes like Mercaz 
i L'kashish geriatric programmes can 
i mean all the difference in the 
». quality and even quantity of life. 
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01 VAT MORDECHAI. 2 bedrooms, lovely 
view, partly furnished, kosher kitchen, 
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October, furnished. 3 bedrooms l-K baths, 
phone, heating, private garden, minutes walk 
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ISRAEL TOO FAR? 

FLYING TOO EXPENSIVE? 

Before hooking 
your liight to Israel 
do yourself a favor. 
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V.I.C. Travel 
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Traditional Midwestern Jewish 
congregation isoks spiritual sod 
educational leadership. If you feel you 
could be a driving force in the spiritual 
renaissance that our as cab listed but vital 
Jewish community must have, please 
contact: 

Ahavatb AohJm Hebrew Congregation, 
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Salary and benefits commensurate with 
qualifications 
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WORLD COMMUNICATION for Jewuh 
singles, all ages Send your details. Shilus 
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sonal service, discretion assured. Mr. Checnt. 
P.O.B. 7382. Jerusalem. Tel. 02-234334. 
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your phone toll-free, and now offers 
the NEW phone bug alarm and 
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OPINION 


THE LESSONS of the elections will 
be studied by political and social' 
scientists Tor months, perhaps years, 
to come. 

Bui it is the leudcrs of both the 
Labour Party and the Likud who 
must, without delay. Icum (he 
necessary lessons and assess the real 
meaning of their amazing gains at 
the polls, lest their impressive 
achievements turn into a passing 
syndrome. 

The fuel thut for the first time 80 
per cent of Israel's electorate 
decided to divide their vote virtually 
equally between (wo major political 
blocs proves that there is only a very 
limited connection between 
registered party membership and a 
soier turnout on polling day. What 
really counts, apparently, is how the 
appeal and image of Ihe leaders and 
the parlies they represent are per- 
ceived by the overwhelmingly 
apolitical majority of the people, of- 
ten with complete disregard for 
their performance or lack or it bet- 
ween elections. 

That some 800.000 Israelis could 
get themselves to vote for Prime 
Minister Mcnahem Begin's Likud, 
despite his govern me nl's most dis- 
mal performance during the past 
Four years, is no less amazing than 
the spectacular comeback of the 
Labour Parly. The Labour Align- 
ment received equally massive sup- 
port. despite its lacklustre campaign 
and the perennial infighting of its 
top leadership, which was resolved 
literally on the eve of the elections 
only under pressure and so far only 
superficially. 

At the moment, the Likud is 
triumphant, ns it appears to stand a 
better chance of forming the next 
coalition even ir it proves to lag 
behind the Labour Alignment by 
one Knesset seat in the final count. 
But in their triumph, the Likud 
leaders conveniently forget thm 
their entire campaign hinged on one 
man: Menahem Begin. Their party 
rose thanks to Begin's remarkable 
recox cry and the apparent image of 
him — however distorted — as the 
authoritative leader and father 
figure of the nation. And it is likely 
to fall back to its previous size with 
his disappearance from the political 
scene. There is no real second- 
echelon Likud leadership to speak 
of. and the few notable figures in 
the parly's now dominant 
nationalist Kerut wing will not be 
able to spark the imagination of the 
masses next time. 

THE ONE MAN who could even- 
tually work up real popular appeal if 





for Labour 

President Yitzhak Navon — if he stepped down 
from his present office — would be the most 
suitable person to heal the rift which separates 
the Labour movement from a large segment of 
Israel’s society writes Post Editor ARI RATH. 
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President Navon 


given the chance is Ariel Shnron. 
who is regarded as u liability even 
by his own top parly colleagues 
because of his extremely populist 
stance and hjs no-holds-barred 
manner and method. 

Remove Begin from the Likud 
and you have a mediocre right-of- 
centre nationalist party which 
would soon remind the bulk of its 
voters of the real economic ills that 
the Likud government inflicted on 
them before Yoram Aridor’s 
massive pre-election give-aways. It 
would also be wrong to assume that 
all the 800.000 Likud voters have 
given the party a clear mandate Tor 
u Greater Land of Israel ideal that 
would entail un “eternal" hold over 
Judea and Samaria, even at the risk 
of jeopardizing the peace with 
Egypt. 

THE SMALL support received by 
the ultra-nationalist splinter party. 




Tchiya, should ‘ serve as further 
proof of this contention. 

The Likud constituency can 
probably be divided into four main, 
if not equal, purls: 

□ The diehard Begin-Hcrui suppor- 
ters of old. who have passed on their 
ideas to the next generation, w hich 
has now reached voting age; 

□ The remnants of the middle- and 
upper-middlc-class adherents of 
what was once the General Zionist 
Party and the present Liberal small- 
merchant and big-business com- 
munity: 

□ A large number of sabra voters 
for whom Begin is the epitome of 
the great patriot and who have no 
sentimental feelings about the foun- 
ding fathers of the Labour move- 
ment; 

□ The broad ethnic range of 
Sephardi Israelis whose families 
originated in Arabic-speaking coun- 
tries and who still identify Labour 
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with the better-off. Western, 
Ashkenazi establishment. 

As is often the case with populist 
political movements, the Likud suc- 
ceeded in uniting these varied and 
often socially opposed elements 
into one large constituency. 

IT IS the fierce anti-Labour senti- 
ment of this last segment or Likud 
voters that probably represents the 
Labour Alignment's greatest single 
failure, stopping it just short of 
recovering its position as Israel’s 
leading and largest political parly. 
Four years of Labour in the op- 
position failed to wipe out the 
establishment image of that party in 
the eyes of scores of thousands of 
immigrants from Arabic-speaking 
countries and their families who 
were settled in development towns 
and villages established under suc- 
cessive Labour governments. 

It is somewhat ironic that those 
who were instrumental in turning 
immigrants from Morocco and Iraq 
in Ihe 1950s into flourishing far- 
mers, fairly well-to-do shopkeepers, 
bank officials and factory and port 
workers* are being blamed to this 
day for the social handicaps of a 
large segment or Israel's society. In 
less than four months, the 
monumental failure of the Likud 
government's economic policy, 
which has brought Israel to near 
bankruptcy, has been forgotten, and 
Labour remains the scapegoat for 
the complaints — often only too 
well justified — of this section of the 
population. 

What started as basically a social 
and economic gap threatens to turn 
into an ethnic division of the na- 
tion and Labour is certainly not 
blameless. For it failed to strike 
roots over the years in the dozens of 
development towns and villages 
which it had itself created. What 
was originally benign neglect turned 
into something of a malignant 
growth when Labour, at last in op- 
position. was deprived of control 
over the powerful government 
bureaucracy. 

Moreover. Labour has failed over 
the years to give due representation 
in top government and Histadrul 
positions to people coming up from 
the ranks of what was once referred 
to as the "second Israel." Last-min- 
ute Knesset list cosmetics once 
every four year* simply will not do. 

A LEADING political force such as 
Labour must realize that Israel in its 
fourth decade cannot be governed 
as if wc were still in the 1950s or 
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1960s. Whether Labour succeeds in 
forming the next coalition — fl 
prospect that seems rather doubtful 

at this stage — or whether it has to 
exercise its strength as a powerful 
opposition until such time bs the 
Likud brings about its own demise 
a total change or Labour's internal 
structure and approach must be 
given top priority. The fact that the 
Likud is no belter in its own party 
politics has very little to do with h 
Populist parties operate differently 
and fiery oratory bordering on the 
“big lie" syndrome can cover up 
almost any real shortcoming. 

Social justice and equality in a 
party which still adheres to the prin- 
ciples of Socialism — whatever that 
term may mean in the 1980s — must 
be seen to be done, and there is not 
a day to be lost. 

There is no question that 
Labour's tremendous comeback 
from its dismal defeat four years ago 
is very much to the credit or party 
chairman Shimon Peres, who often 
had to work against enormous odds 
from both within and without. But 
as a leader of a revived party, he 
must assert himself all the way if he 
is to maintain his position, whether 
as leader of the largest opposition 
Israel has ever hud or as prime 
minister, should that still be in the 
curds. The revamping of the parly's 
leadership cannot wait until the 
next elections — and it may turn out 
to be a very short time before the 
nation hus to go to the polls again. 

Perhaps this is Ihe place to suggest 
openly that once President Yitzhak 
Navon has completed his task of en- 
suring the formation of the next 
government — which is still likely to 
be headed by Menahem Begin, even if 
only for a short time — he should step 
down nnd join the top ranks of the 
Labour Parly leadership. (liven his 
tremenduus popularity, Navon would 
he the most suitable person to heal the 
rift which at present separates Ihe 
Labour movement from a large seg- 
ment of Israel’s society. Most of Ihe 
latter arc not card-carrying Likud 
members, and with the right approach 
and affirmative action they could be 
persuaded to return to the fold. 

Never in the history of Israel's 
Labour movement has there been 
such an all-out rallying to its banner 
us in these elections, even if the ef- 
fort fell short. It was an act of faith 
by many people who hud never 
voted for the Labour Party before. 
To keep this powerful force 
together, to keep their trust, im- 
aginative ami courageous action is 
called for. 
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Expressing Ihclr choice ; Knesset Member Geuia Cohen, number two on the Tehlya list ; Moshe On the mamino *u 
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OPINION 


The spectre of Sharon 

Senior military officials view with concern the prospect of Ariel 
Sharon heading the Defence Ministry, comments the Jerusalem 
Post’s HIRSH GOODMAN. 


ISRAEL TELEVISION had hardly 
completed its prediction that 
Menachem Begin would form this 
country's next government, when 
Ariel Sharon the incumbent 
agriculture minister, made a public 
statement leaving no doubt in 
anyone's mind that he intends to be 
Israel's next defence minister. 

Sharon, a war hero, has wanted 
the post ever since he fused his tiny 
Shlomzion parly with the Likud 
four years ago, but without success. 
The Liberal faction in the Likud are 
dead against the appointment 
feuring both Sharon's hawkish views 
and relentless methods in persuing 
his goals; and Premier Begin him- 
self has done everything possible to 
thwart Sharon's ambitions without 
pushing him — an undeniable elec- 
toral asset — into the ultra- 
nationalist Tchiya party. 

But now Begin is going to find it 
much harder to resist Sharon. The 
minister of agriculture has 
maneuvered himself Into a position 
of power in the Likud, replacing 
Ezer Weizman as the top general in 
the party's hierarchy, and this lime 
there will be no Democratic Move- 
ment for Change in the governing 
coalition to nppose the appoint- 
ment. As far as Sharon himself is 
concerned his assumption of the 
coveted post is virtually assured. 

The defence establishment is one 
of the feu apolitical islands in the 
country. The sluulcs of opinion 
cover ihe entire political spectrum, 
but there seems to he a consensus 
that the prospect of having Sharon 
as dele nee minister would be , to 
quote one senior general, 
"catastrophic." 

The fears arc not political. They 
stem from Sharon’s personality; his 
style: his relations with most of the 
senior command, and his 
rulhlessness in dealing with anyone 
who gels in his way. 

The wounds suffered in the great 
battle of the budget are still fresh. 
Defence officials will never forgive 
Sharon for making cheap political 
capital out of what they believed to 
be a legitimate struggle over the 
country's security. They will not 
forget or forgive the series of selec- 
tive, self-serving leaks about waste 
and incompetence in the military or 
Sharon's public statements that the 
budget could be cut by billions. The 
figure given by the minister of 
agriculture was random and un- 
checked — but politically ex- 
pedient. And coming from a former 
general, his words carried 
credibility, though his information 
was anything but credible. 

There are also those who are 
worried about what they consider 
Sharon's record of opportunism. 
The man who built the dummy set- 
tlements in Rafiah in an attempt to 
torpedo the peace process before It 
got under way is the person who 
finally persuaded Prime Minister 
Begin, in a telephone call lo the 
U.S., to sign the Camp David ac- 
cords giving up all of Sinai. The man 
who insisted that the defence 
budget could be cut sees no con- 
tradiction in spending billions on 
empty settlements in Judea and 
Samaria "for security reasons.” 
Sharon's image among the senior 
echelons, apart from one or two 
faithful stulwurts, is of a man who 
must be watched. 
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He is a man, they feci, who never 
carried out orders but always 
created his own reality, as was the 
case in the 1973 war. sometimes 
regardless of the possible conse- 
quences. He is a man for whom 
“prudence" is a foreign, perhaps a 
non-existerit word. 

THEY ARE WORRIED about how 
Sharon, who is impervious to any 
view but his own, will deal with the 
collective advice of the general staff 
on issues on which expert advice is 
essential. They are worried about 
how Sharon will handle the 
developing strategic dialogue with 
the U.S. and other bilateral rela- 
tions which have never been as 
strained as they are at present. 



Ariel Sharnn...' "dedicated to Ms own 
future " 

They wonder how Ariel Sharon as 
defence minister will give the orders 
that may be necessary next May to 
effect a forced evacuation of the 
Sinai settlers or how he will handle 
another rush of illegal settlement by 
his ideological counterparts in Gush 
Emunim. They are convinced that 
increasing sums will be diverted 
from bona fide procurement and 
training programmes to his pet pro- 
jects on the West Bank, where there 
is no limit to the roads, bunkers, 
lights and other infrastructure — in- 
cluding permanent homes and 
swimming pools which will attract 
more people — that may be built 
there. All for quasi-defence reasons, 
but low on the army's current list of 
security priorities. 

And they shake their heads in 
despair when they think of Sharon 
as the man in charge of Israel's 
policies in the administered 
territories. They recall how com- 
mand of the Gaza Strip was taken 
away from him because his pacifica- 
tion measures were so brutal that 
even the country's most hardened 
soldiers felt that they were unaccep- 
table, even in dealing with rampant 
terrorism. 

THERE IS NO arguing that Sharon 
is a brilliant' tactician, in the 
political as well as the military Held. 
But never before has any one per- 
son been accused by so many, so 
harshly, of being totally devoid of 
loyalty, and so dedicated to his own 
future. 

His military career, which can be 
categorized as brilliant until 1954, 
turbulent between 1956 and 1973, 
and controversial in 1973, is 
pockmarked with personal 
animosities. He had an historic con- 
frontation with Rafael Eitan, Mor- 


dechai Gur and Yitzhak Hofi in 
1956 after the Sinai campaign, at 
which they collectively demanded 
that he resign as their commander, 
and commander of the country's 
only paratroop battalion. He had a 
rough relationship with Chief of 
Staff Zvi Tsur, who refused to 
promote him mainly on the in- 
sistence of other members of the 
general staff. He actively under- 
mined Haim Bar-Lev when the lat- 
ter was chief of staff, inviting jour- 
nalists to his home to smear Bar- 
Lev’s name. He was thrown out of 
the Northern Command by the late 
David Elazar for usurping authority 
and later informed Elazar through 
the press that he was resigning as 
O.C. Southern Command — an of- 
fer Elazar accepted gratefully in less 
than 12 hours. 

His political career has been 
similarly turbulent. He called his 
one-time political mentor Simha 
Ehrlich a “bespectacled snake," and 
swore that he would never serve in a 
government under Menahem 
Begin. He led Moshe Kol, the In- 
dependent Liberal, a merry dance 
for months, only lo reject him when 
a better offer came his way. 

His ideology is inconsistent. His 
election platform for the Shlomzion 
party in 1977 was written by, 
among others, the left-wing jour- 
nalist, Amos Keinan (and the list 
was named after Keinan' s 
daughter). Sharon spoke a very dif- 
ferent language then from the one 
he speaks now: he was prepared lo 
consider u Palestinian state, and 
counselled negotiating with Arafat. 
He offered Labour's super-dove, 
Yossi Sarid, the number two slot on 
his list. 

He worked actively to undermine 
Ezer Weizman when the latter was 
defence minister. (Wcizman's own 
feelings about Sharon come across 
very clearly in his book. The Battle 
Jar Peace.) 

One of Sharon's aides was barred 
by Begin from the Prime 
Minister's Office last year for 
leaking sensitive material designed 
to boost Sharon's image and 
weaken Begin's. 

IT IS THUS with the greatest 
trepidation that the defence 
establishment waits for Ariel 
Sharon to be its next head, if that is 
the way political realities mould the 
future. 

He has had deeply wounding 
fights with almost every single mem- 
ber of the general staff. During the 
Likud's reign he has undermined 
the defence establishment at every 
turn, both by attacking its minister 
and by leaking sensitive material. 

Despite the closeness of some of 
the senior officials' personal 
political views with those currently 
being expressed by Sharon, they 
feel that the security of the country 
is too important to be entrusted into 
the self-seeking hands of Ariel 
Sharon, virtually no matter what the 
alternative. 

Premier Begin was strong enough 
to resist appointing Sharon minister 
of defence after Weizman's resigna- 
tion 15 months ago. Whether he will 
be able to prevent it again if lie 
forms Ihe next government remains 
lo be seen. If he cannot, the conse- 
quences. as seen by defence sources 
themselves.- could be horrendous. 
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Counts and 
accounts 

The Jerusalem Posfs YOSEF GOELL examines some of the major trends 
in an analysis of last week's elections for the Tenth Knesset. 



(Above) Rabbi Menahem Porush one of Agudat Israel's leaders, gels a phone report at Aguda headquarters. 


THE NAME of the game Is forming 
a government. In that sense, there is 
no doubt that Prime Minister 
Menahem Begin was the victor in 
the June 30th election. 

The fact that the Likud amassed 
the same number, or perhaps 
one Knesset seat less than Labour is 
neither here nor thore: the point is 
that it got just enough to block soy 
possibility of a Labour coalition, 
and just enough to set up a bare* 
majority coalition of its own with 
the National Religious Party and 
Agudat Yisrael and another small 
faction, either Abuhatzeira's Tami 
or Tehiya. 

To be sure, there is a hypothetical 
possibility that Labour might sue* 
cced in temporarily buying off the 
affections of Tami. But any one put- 
ting his money on Begin’a failing to 
set up- a government would be as 
foolish as anyone who put up money 
last week to back Ya’acov 
Meridor’s top-secret ‘'solution lo 
the world's energy problems.” 

Mr. Begin's second government 
will rest on a narrower base than bis 
first. But that will not necessarily 
mean thal it will be short-lived. One 
should remember that the govern- 
ment coalition Mr. Begin set up in 
June 1977 rested on the support of 
only 39 participating Knesset 
Members and four additional sup- 
porters, the Agudat Yisrael Knesset 
members who. ut the command of 
their Council of Toru Sages, never 
did enter (he cabinet. This time. 
Begin may have a 62-member coali- 
tion. and possibly another two non- 
purticiputing supporters from 
Tehiya. It is not yet known whether 
Aguda will be permitted by its 
rabbis to sit in the cabinet. 

On the other hand, he will not be 
burdened with the divisive influence 
of three or four Democratic Move- 
ment for Change ministers in his 
cabinet, or with the presence of 
Ezcr Wcizman and Moshe Dayan. 
If one can expect such a narrowly 
based second Begin government to 
be brought down before the end of 
its four-year term it will most likely 
be primarily due to the effects of ex- 
terna] influences — U.S. pressure 
on the territorial issue, the need to 
carry out next April’s final 
withdrawal from Sinai, or failure in 
dealing with the country's economic 
problems — rather than an inability 
to manage intra-coalition tensions. 

THE MOST interesting thing to 
emerge from these elections, 
besides the political fact of Mr. 
Begin's triumph and Labour's 
remarkable comeback, is the lining 
up of the bulk of the electorate 
behind the two large parties, 
accounting for 97 or 98 of the 120 
seats. The dismissal of small parties 
may not be a one-time 
phenomenon; it might well become 
a permanent feature of Israel's new 
politics. 

If this proves true, it may well 
augur a belated move in the direc- 
tion of electoral reform. 

Such reform, whether in the form 
of a win nc Make-all majority con- 
stituency system, a combined 
constituency-central list plan on the 
Swedish or German model, or of a 
presidential system, in a variant of 
the current French one, would re- 
quire the joint support of the two 
major parties. It would cledrly work 
in favour of both of them and ob- 
viously in opposition to the interests 
of the small parties and of the 
middle-sized religious parties. 

The great paradox to emerge 
again, and in even greater force, 
from these elections, is the com- 
bination of the electoral trouncing 
of the NR.P but the aggrandizement 
of the religious parties' actual 


political bargaining power. This 
anomaly, which has been growing 
from election to election, may well 
create a serious problem concern- 
ing the legitimacy of the political 
rules of the game if Mr. Begin, in in- 
terpreting the recent election 
results, decides to make major con- 
cessions to the religious parties that 
touch too deeply on the day-to-day 
lives of the secular majority. 

It is doubtful whether Mr. Begin, 
who has based his political fortunes 
on an alliance with the religious par- 
ties, could bring himself to push for 
a change in the electoral rules at the 
risk of shattering that alliance. But 
the first major crisis in his coalition, 
and even more likely, the point at 1 
which he retires from the political 
scene, may well be .the time at 
which his pragmatic successors in 
the Likud may join hands with a 
Labour opposition (which may have 
to risk its alignment with Mapam) in 
a one-time pact to Institutionalize 
a reform favouring a two-party 
system. 

THE MAIN problems which will 
confront the second Begin govern- 
ment will be the resumption of the 
autonomy negotiations with the 
Egyptians and the Americans and 
the concurrent problem of relations 
with the U.S., and that of tackling 
the inflation which the Aridor 
election-time economics have ag- 
gravated to gargantuan proportions. 

In considering the prospects of 
the Begin government’s tackling 


these problems, it is best to climb 
down from election-oriented hyper- 
bole. Mr. Begin will not annex the 
West Bank, just as he did not do so 
during his first four years in office. 
The Americans will not let him. 

The main problem in the Held of 
relations with the Egyptians, and 
the Americans, will lie in the need 
to find a way out of the autonomy 
talks deadlock. Likud leaders will 
also have to prevail on Mr. Begin to 
curtail his penchant for posturing 
and moralizing, which has been in- 
strumental in undermining Israel's 
position among her friends and sup- 
porters abroad. Moshe Dayan used 
to perform that function, if only fit- 
fully. Ezer Wcizman lAay have liked 
to, but he was oflin unable to 
perform it. The task now will 
devolve mainly upon Yitzhak 
Shamir and even more so on 
Ya'acov Meridor, who will be Mr. 
Begin's closest confidant In govern- 
ment. 

The truth is that no one in the 
Begin government, not least Mr. 
Begin himself, has an inkling as to 
how to get out of the autonomy 
trap. The truth is also that Labour 
would have found It difficult to 
reconcile the autonomy solution 
with its own “Jordanian option and 
Saudi opening.” The difference 
between the two would probably 
have been primarily in the style of 
saying "No"; in Labour's better 
ability to maneuver within the 
American political community, and 


its better prospects for avoiding and 
standing up lo American pressures 
if need be. 

Nor does the Likud have the fog- 
giest notion of how to deal with the 
worsening inflation. What is clear is 
that in the immediate short run 
there will be no way to prevent the 
country from paying a high price for 
the irresponsible subsidization of 
basic commodities during the elec- 
tion campaign. Mr. Meridor has 
shown us his “snake-oil-merchant" 
credentials last week with his 
energy proposals which were sup- 
posed to confound Galileo, Newton 
and Einstein. This is not a high 
recommendation for tackling the 
ills of the economy with the 
seriousness it deserves. Still, one 
could assume that he would be a 
vast improvement over the dismal 
performance of Mr. Begin's first 
minister of finance. 

UNDER SHIMON PERES' often 
hesitant leadership. Labour did suc- 
ceed in regaining the seats it lost to 
the DMC in 1977, and gaining a bit 
more. But in a political age in 
which Mr. Begin has succeeded in 
keeping the Likud's constituent par- 
ties together, and in width the 
religious parties have declared their 
c ear preference for a coalition with 
mm, this is apparently not enragh 
to permit Labour to form a viabh 
majority coalition. 

Ubour did not win more than it 
did, despite a valiant effort, becausr 
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a large part of the electorate active, 
ly distrusts it. I am convinced more 
than ever that a large part of the 
vote for the Likud was not so much 
a positive vote as one against the 
return of Labour to power. At the 
same time, much of the Alignment 
vote was a vote against the Likud 
and Mr. Begin, and not a pro- 
Labour vote. 

Only three things can change that 
widespread attitude; an even more 
catastrophic performance on the 
part of a second Likud government 
(and no one should wish such a 
calamity on Israel); a far-going in- 
ternal reform of Labour, in which 
the party proves to the public that it 
is determined to jettison its old 
image (it is hard to imagine a 
greater political waste than 
Labour's failure, during the past 
four years, to use the Histadrut 
mechanism to provide proof of a 
new vitality in providing solutions to 
some of the country’s most im- 
pacted domestic problems); and a 
revamping of its leadership. 

Labour had to do more than 
resolve its own internal competition 
for the leadership in order to win 
back the public’s confidence. The 
plain fact is that Labour is actively 
disliked by a large enough part of 
the electorate to deny it an effective 
return to power unless it changes 
its leadership and image radically. 

The tragedy is that it was not 
totally unreasonable to expect 
Shimon Peres to at least make an at- 
tempt to bring about such an inter- 
nal change. Labour's insufficient 
plurality is due largely to his shying 
away from running any unnecessary 
risks. The last-minute Rabin caper, 
to my mind, was the final blow lohis 
credibility. The exercise was 
reminiscent of back-room MHpai 
bossism at its most cynical, for who 
would really be ready to buy the 
image of a reunited loving couple? 

What it really proved was Peres' 
weakness in the face of his party 
bosses, and his readiness to sur- 
render his own better judgement 
under extreme pressure. 

For Labour, the time has definite- 
ly come for a change of generations 
at the helm in a clean sweep, even if 
it would mean an unavoidable 
“night of long knives.” The sooner 
that is done the belter, 

AND FINALLY, for some silver 
linings, small and larger; 

□ The electorate has mercifully rid 
the Knesset of at least one one-man 
faction which did nothing for its 
image, Mr. Fiatlo Sharon. 

□ The ethnic threat has not 
materialized. The best Tami could 
do is win two or three seals, Among 
the best news of recent months iB 
the relatively small support for 
orchestrated attempts to identify 
the entire North African com- 
munity with the personal pec* 
cadiloes of Mr. Abuhatzeira. 

The fact that many (although cer- 
tainly not all) voters of Moslem 
country origin voted for the Likud, 
and that the Likud consciously at- 
tempted to exploit this predilection 
for its own good, is primarily a 
problem for the Labour Party, 
although It does have broader 
implications for Israeli society at 
large. It is equally gratifying that all 
the other ethnic lists did not pan 
the I per cent "threshold.” 

□ The shift of tens of thousands of 

Arab voters from the Communist 
party to Labour and other Zionist 
and Israel-supporting Arab lists, is 
also good news indeed. It would 
seem to indicate a reversal of earlier 
trends. It would be a shame if policy 
towards the Arab sector does not 
respond to this very gratifying 
development. U 
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OPINION 


PATHETIC. That really is the only 
word for it. The Labour Party's, 
situation in the wake of the election 
is just pathetic. To have emerged as 
the largest (or equal largest) party; 
to have increased its representation 
by a phenomenal 50 per cent; to as- 
sert as Haim Bar-Lev rightly as- 
serted last Tuesday night, that 
"there is no majority for Greater 
Israel” — and yet, apparently, to be 
unable to form a government. 

This situation is the direct result 
of years of political unwisdom, of 
shortsighted leadership by Yitzhak 
Rabin and even more so by Shimon 
Peres. Peres, who projects himself 
as the political heir of David Ben- 
Gurion, has woefully lacked the Old 
Man’s historical perspective, not to 
mention his pragmatic political 
acumen. 

That is why today Labour, faced 
with the bald, incontrovertible fact 
of Agudat Yisrael as the key to any 
coalition-making, hardly knows 
how to start talking. 

Years of needless hostility, con- 
tempt, of failure to recognize the 
growing strength — and essential 
political moderation — of the ultra- 
Orthodox party, all these have led 
to the present yawning gulf of 
alienation which Labour is now 
desperately trying to cross. 

Labour's political blindness 
towards Aguda was perhaps an af- 
fordable luxury during the Golda 
Meir years. At that time, the 
“historic covenant” with the 
National Religious Party was still 
holding firm. But Golda, insensitive 


The Aguda connection 


to this as to so much else, failed to 
see the writing on the wall when 
Zevulun Hammer and Yehuda Ben- 
Meir began their creeping take-over 
of the NRP. 

Dr. Yosef Burg, leader of the 
NRP today in nothing but name, 
recalled last week that “it wasn't we 
who broke the ‘historic covenant’ 
with Labour.” He was referring to 
Rabin's ill-advised ouster of the 
NRP from his government over the 
F-15s affair. 

But that is surely simplistic. The 
historic covenant broke down 
because the NRP waB moving 
steadily during the 1970s away from 
its traditional position of pragmatic 
moderation on defence and foreign 
policy towards the fanaticism of 
Gush Emunim. Indeed, one of the 
great ironies of this election is how 
this fanaticism, spawned by the 
NRP, turned against its progenitor 
with furious effectiveness. 

LABOUR'S obliviousness and ob- 
luseness v/j-d-vii the religious par- 
ties were starkly evident in the 
party's reaction to the election 
results. There was an unmistakable 
glumness among the Labour leaders 
as they sat and pondered coalition 
prospects, as though it were all 
hopeless. 

They spoke of "the religious par- 
ties" as though the NRP and 


By David Landau 

Diplomatic Correspondent 

j 

Aguda-Poalei f Aguda were neces- 
sarily a solid bloc. One Labour 
keyman said sadly that Initial infor- 
mal contacts “show that Aguda 
won’t go separately from the NRP 
— and vice-versa." 

It needed a delicately penned 
editorial In Hamodia last week to 
bring home to Labour the fact that 
Aguda, now with virtually the same 
electoral strength as the NRP, does 
not see itself as a mere appendage 
of the other, chauvinistic, religious 
party, and, more importantly, that 
as far as Aguda is concerned all op- 
tions are open. 

IN FACT, there are two questions 
here: principle, and pragmatism. 
With Ben-Gurion (as Moshe Dayan 
told me recently), and with Moshe 
Sharett (as he explicitly wrote in his 
diaries), it was a matter of positive 
principle to have religious parties in. 
their Cabinets, it was not just coali- 
tion arithmetic and political 
blackmail by the balance-holders; 
Ben-Gurion wanted Aguda's 
venerable leader Yitshak Meir 
Levin as one of his ministers, ac- 
cording to Dayan. And Sharett 
wrote that it would be 


“unthinkable” — even it K were 
politically feasible — for the Jewish 
state to have a government 
“without the representatives of 
Orthodox Jewry in it.” 

Levi Eshkol probably felt the 
same way. For these founding- 
fathers, the positive principle of 
Orthodox participation was rooted 
in their profound, informed, and 
far-sighted sense of Jewish history 
and Jewish destiny. Nor were these 
men any less liberal-minded and 
secularist — any less “anti- 
religious” in outlook — than the 
Labour leadership of today. 

On the pragmatic level of prac- 
tical politics, the early prime 
ministers rightly recognized that 
religious Orthodoxy would always 
be a vibrant force in Israel — and 
not solely because of the quirks of 
the electoral system. 

IT HAS TAKEN these elections to 
put the perennial religious "issues' 1 
— autopsies, "social" abortions, 
etc. — in their proper perspective. 
These controversies shrink into 
relative insignificance in the face of 
the historic choice that the country 
was asked to make in the election, 
and which, because the election 
outcome was inconclusive, is now to 
be determined in the smoke-filled 
rooms of the coalition negotiators. 

Labour, groping about 


despairingly, has commissioned two 
of its keymen to make contact with 
Aguda, to try and open a dialogue 
after years of silence. Halm Zadok 
was chosen because he served brief- 
ly as religious affairs minister (and 
gave Aguda-leaning rabbis a hear- 
ing in what has always been an ex- 
clusively NRP fiefdom). Assisting 
him is Chaim Herzog, whose father 
was chief rabbi and who himself is a 
someti mes-sy nagogue-goer. 

Aguda’s Menahem Porush gave 
them a warm enough welcome last 
Wednesday. But he sighed plain- 
tively that "since the late (Pmhas] 
Sapir there has been no-one among 
you lekasher ulegasher — to keep up 
contact and bridge the gulf.” 

Other Aguda leaders do not con- 
ceal their misgivings, on foreign- 
policy grounds, over the prospect of 
further Likud rule. 

But they have become con- 
ditioned over recent years to regard 
Labour as basically inimical. Above 
all, public statements by Peres 
about how he would sweep away 
religious legislation, how he would 
grant state recognition to the 
Reform movement, how he would 
defy Orthodox "blackmail" — all 
these have left their mark on the 
rabbis and politicians who run the 
ultra-Orthodox party. 

Their echo rings out like a knell 
for Labour’s chances of forming a 
government. Can Labouryet, at this 
late stage, muffle that sound by 
more sensitive — and ultimately 
more responsible — statements and 
positions? 
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What the Arab world says 


Post M (deist Affairs Reporter 
and Agencies 

King Hussein of Jordan has 
joined ihe-growing body in the Arab 
world which says it matters little 
whether Shimon Peres or Menahem 
Begin forms the next government in 
Israel. 

“There is no difference between 
the policies of Begin and Peres on 
the basic issues, including 
Jerusalem and Palestinian rights," 
he told interviewers from three 
American TV networks in Amman. 

The king added it was “painful'’ 
that so many Israelis backed Begin's 
policies, noting that Jordan would 
settle for nothing less than total 
withdrawal from the territories oc- 
cupied in 1967, first and foremost 
Jerusalem. 

Newspapers in Saudi Arabia and 
the Gulf states expressed the view 
that, regardless of who forms the 
next Israeli government, “ex- 
tremism will be the ultimate win- 
ner." 

A Reuter report from London 
last week states that privately, some 
of the Arab hardliners including 
members of the PLO, were positive- 
ly pleased; at the prospect of Begin 
becoming prime minister once 
again. 

HU terra in office has seen an up- 
surge of PLO diplomatic activity in 
the West as the Palestinians have 
sought to brand the prime minister's 
hardline policies as the “unaccep- 
table face of Zionism.” 

A source close to the PLO said 
“Begin is easier lo confront than the 
Labour Party. A Begin government 
means Europe and the U.S. will 
have to come to terms quicker with 
the fundamental problem, which is 
the future of the Palestinians." 

In Damascus, the official press 
said Syria was completely Indif- 
ferent to the results of the poll. 
“Nothing fundamental will change 
in Israel no matter who wins the 
elections” was how the government 
dally Ttshrjn,pui it. 


The firsl official response came 
from Cairo, where Egyptian 
M inisler of State for Foreinn Affair* 
Buiros Ghati said Wednesday that 
Egypt is prepared to cooperate with 
any Israeli government for the sake 
or peace in the Middle East. 

Foreign Affairs Undersecretary 
Osama el-Baz also said that 
“whether the Likud or Labour wins, 
this will not affect Egyptian policy 
of pursuing efforts to achieve peace 
and holding Israel responsible for 
the rights of the Palestinians. 

President Anwar Sadat is with- 
holding comment pending receipt 
of the final results. 

David Richardson reports : 

On the West Bank, Gaza Mayor 
Rashad Sbawwa claimed that as a 
Palestinian he would prefer a 
Likud-led government “since that 
would show their rigid policy for 
what it is." 

Commenting on the poor show of 
former foreign Mminister Moshe 
Dayan, with whom Shawwa has 
close contacts, the mayor said that 
“basically l am indifferent since 
ultimately Dayan, Peres and Begin 
are the same. They want this land 
without any Arabs. 

Elias Freij of Bethlehem 
welcomed Labour Party secretary- 
general Haim Bar-Lev’s comment 
thal the election showed there was 
no majority for holding onto the 
Land of Israel. 

Outwardly, • at least, political 
leaders and journalists on the West 
Bank say that the Palestinians can- 
not expect any real administration. 
Many claim in fact that ip the long 
run a Likud government would be 
better as it would radicalize 
moderate Arabs and help the 
Palestine Liberation Organization 
internationally. 

But Ramallah journalist 
Raymonds Tawil dismisses this at- 
titude, claiming that Labour can be 
expected to be more responsive to 
international opinion and easier on 
the administration of the territories. 
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EDUCATION 



Levels of learning | 


More than 13,000 young people have passed through the 
Hebrew University's 10-year-old School for Overseas 
Students, wich has now been renamed for Sam Rothenberg, 
long-time chairman of the H.U. Board of Governors. 
JUDY SIEGEL reports. 






THEY ARRIVE from comfortable 
homes abroad, 20-year-olds with 
ambivalent Jewish identities and lit- 
tle if any knowledge of Hebrew. 
They leave a year later with more 
than 12 months of additional 
maturity, a growing sense of self- 
confidence, a good command of 
Hebrew, a bagful of fond memories 
and sturdy ties to Israel. 

The institution responsible for 
this- metamorphosis is the Hebrew 
University School for Overseas Stu- 
dents. which is this year celebrating 
its 1 0th anniversary by renaming 
itself after Sam Rothbcrg, a long- 
time supporter of the university who 
pushed for the school's establish- 
ment. 

Nearly 8,000 young people ftom 
abroad have passed through the 
one-year programme of (he School 
for Overseas Students since its in- 
ception. An additional 5,000 have 
graduated from the four-year 
programme, which offers courses in 
five languages until the students are 
fluent enough in Hebrew. 

Even though the numbers are 
declining a little because of 
economic problems abroad, (today 
there are 500 in the one-year 
programme, and about 350 in the 
four-year programme) it is still one 
of the largest schools for overseas 
students in the world. 

THE ONE- YEAR programme, ac- 
cording to Prof. Zev Klein, the 
pfovost of the school, fils in 
perfectly with the arrangement at 
many universities abroad to allow 
their students to study elsewhere 
during their third (junior) year. 
Such a setup is rare in Europe. Most 
of the enrollecs come from 70 un- 
iversities in the U.S. and Canada. 

The four-year programme is 
primarily meant for olim or poten- 
tial olim. About 70 per cent of those 
who take pari in it remain in the 
country as immigrants, says Klein, a 
psychology professor who himself 
came on aliya from New York State 
15 years ago. They come from 
North and South America, South 
Africa. Europe and the Soviet 
Union, and those registered as olim 
gel substantial subsidies for tuition 
and expenses from the Absorption 
Ministry. 

The overseas school also runs a 
summer programme, which last 
year included over 800 students, 
and a special programme for a 
variety of groups — from South 
American Jewish students on their 
summer vacation (here it is winter) 
to Roman Catholic priests from the 
Pontifical institute in Rome who 
want to study in the Holy Land. 

The courses are open to non- 
Jews. but only Jewish olim are sub- 
sidized by the government. 

About 10 per cent of the students 
in the Rothbcrg Schbol arc non- 
Jews. including a Japanese who is 
doing graduate work in the history 
or Russian pogroms against the 
Jews. He was “turned on" to the 
subject after seeing the musical Fid- 
dler nit the Roof — in Japanese — 17 
limes. “He plans to go to Yale to do 
___ - 
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(Above) Overseas students meet President Navon; on the camptu lawn. (Below) Philip Friedman. Miriam Saplro. (Top of page) Sant Rothberg, Prof. Zev Klein 



further research on the topic for his 
doctorate," says Prof. Klein. 

TWO TYPICAL students (ir anyone 
in this heterogeneous school can be 
typical) are 20-year-old Miriam 
Sapiro of Philadelphia and Philip 
Friedman. 21. of Sacramento. They 
are nearing the end or their one- 
year programme and preparing to 
return to Lheir own universities, but 
not without newly cultivated plans 
for returning to Israel. 

Miriam is a student at the small- 
bui-prestigious Williams College in 
Massachusetts. Her parents were 
worried about sending her to Israel 
during her junior year, thinking that 
th.e London School of Economics 
would be "safer." The young 
political-science major got her way, 
and is happy about it. 

F.vcn though the cost of living 
here seems astronomical to an 
Israeli, Miriam found that her tui- 
tion. airfares and living expenses 
came out to considerably less than 
they would have been in Mas- 
sachusetts or London. 

Sharing » rented apartment with 
Isruelis and Americans, she found 
that her Hebrew — bolstered by 
ulpan classes — quickly improved. 
Living with Israelis also shuttered 
the stereotypes she had about them. 
Contrary to predictions that ihr 
loculs would make fun of her for 
"leuving all that comfort in America 


and coming here," Miriam found 
that they were "genuinely thrilled 
that I had come to spend the year 
here." 

Miriam intends to go to an 
American law school after gradua- 
tion from Williams, and is starting 
to grapple with the problem of how 
to Fit a law career into an Israeli 
framework. "I definitely want to 
come back," she maintained. 

PHILIP, a student at the University 
of California at Berkeley, went a 
step further by announcing that he 
would like eventually to come on 
aliya. 

An American- and Russian- 
history major, he finds the Hebrew 
University professors generally ex- 
cellent, but less demanding than 
their counterparts in Berkeley. "I 
used to spend 14 hours a day in the 
library back home, and here I spend 
more time on lours and with Israeli 
friends." he said, going on to 
recommend the one-year program- 
me as a way or getting college 
credits ubroad while accumulating 
living experience in Israel. 

"After two years in an American 
college, lots of students are burnt 
out. but they still want to get their 
degree," Philip noted. “I felt that 
way too." 

Doing his junior year at the 
Rothberg School recharged his bat- 
teries. Unlike Miriam, who found 


that exams here were merely tests 
on facts from class rather than 
anything requiring analysis, Philip 
found his "quite challenging." 

FIFTY PER CENT of the students 
in the one-year programme have 
found lime for volunteer activities, 
says Moshe Margolin, director of 
the Rothberg School’s office of stu- 
dent activities. 

Some work with war widows and 
orphans, others with Jerusalem 
elderly in municipal clubj. One stu- 
dent puis in 25 hours a week as a 
volunteer at the Israel Museum’s 
youth wing. The pottery exhibition 
she has organized will soon be 
awarded a special prize. Some stu- 
dents have taken part in the 
“Perah" programme that pairs dis- 
advantaged children with university 
students for tutoring and special at- 
tention. 

The student activities office also 
organizes study trips, says Margolin, 
that are well attended. One took 
students to the Negev for three days 
to experience "Ben-Gurion’s 
dream." Another was to Israel 
Defence Forces bases, with brief- 
ings by lop officers, for which stu- 
dents needed security clearance. 

Although it wasn’t part of the for- 
mal lesson plan, Miriam said that 
the most important thing she 
learned during her year was "how 
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important Israel is to the Jews and 
to the world. 1 couldn’t imagine a 
world without Israel. It's become a 
critical part of my life." 

Philip will go back with a more 
down-to-earth approach. "I learned 
patience here,” he told me. He 
plans to use what lie studied and ex- 
perienced here by being an unof- 
ficial "anihussador" for Israel in 
California, defending the country 
against hostile propagandists. 

Supporters of the major inter- 
national campaign to create an en- 
dowment fund for the Rothberg 
School were recognized during 
ceremonies last night. Twenty-four of 
the 62 Rothberg School Trustees 
took part in the dedication 
ceremonies. They are: Karl and 
Meryl Bach, Isaac Becker, Charies 
Bloom, Stanley and Roberta Bogen, 
Dr. David Brucilovsky, Walter and 
Leah Cherry, Yekutiel Federman,- 
Richard and Dottic Feidler, Dalck 
and Rose Feith, Nessim Gaon. 
Theodore Gore, Martin and 
Laverne Hechl, Israel Tractors 
and Equipment Company, The 
Jewish Agency, Burton and Jerri 
Joseph, Harvey and Connie 
Krueger, Prof. Marlin and Anne, 
Peretz, Joseph and Beatrice 
Rothberg, Elias Sacal, Vidal Sas- 
soon, Emma Laze raff Schaver, Harvey 
and Lilian Silbert, the Charles R- 
Smith family, and Julian a™ 
Madlyn Venezky. 
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MUSIC 

By YOHANAN BOEHM 
FOR YEARS, "well-wishers’’ were 
disparaging about the Israel 
Festival, which from 1961, first un- 
der its founder A.Z. Propcs, and 
then under the direction of Jacob 
Bistritzki, filled the months of July 
and August with musical and 
dramatic events of international 
repute, and have apparently finally 
succeeded in killing it. To fill the 
vacuum, the Israel Philharmonic 
Orchestra has extended its activities 
beyond the end of its official season 
and is offering a series of special 
concerts "in a festival atmosphere’’ 
(according to their press release). 

Maestro Zubin Mehta will spend 
the coming month with the IPO, 
conducting all the events. As soloist 
in the series that began on June 29, 
Yitzhak Perlman will play the 
Glazunov Violin Concerto, with 
works by Debussy and Saint-Saens 
rounding off the * programme. He 
will also be the soloist at the special 
concert in honour of the Maccabiah 
on July 4 and on the 8th at an open- 
air concert celebrating (he 60th an- 
niversary of the founding or settle- 
ments in the Jezrccl Valley. This will 
(uke place in the amphitheatre at 
the foot of Ml. Gilbou, with, of 
course. Mure Lavry’s Entek as the 
centrepiece. 

Montserrat Caballe, the famous 
Spanish soprano, will come here for 
two concerts (July 1 1 and 1 3) to sing 
arias from a wide range of favourite 
operas. Caballe was "discovered" 
by no less than Pablo Casals, who, 
by inviting her to sing at the world 
premier of his oratorio El Pessebre 
("The Cradle") in I960, launched 


Festive occasions 


her on a meteoric career. 

The American Mormon choir, 
Jay Welch Chorale, which had been 
contracted by the IPO to perform 
Carl Orff’s Carmlna Burana in July 
has had to cancel its participation. 
According to its apologetic explana- 
tion, one of its patrons, who had un- 
dertaken to contribute a large sum 
towards the cost of the trip — 3S0 
singers were scheduled to par- 
ticipate — reneged at the last mo- 
ment, causing die cancellation of 
the whole programme. 

The traditional open-air conceit 
at the Yarkon Park in Tel Aviv, 
which always attracts many thou- 
sands of listeners, will take place on 
July 1 8, and on the following night, 
the last concert of the light classical 
music series will close the season. In 
both programmes, a choir of black 
singers from Los Angeles will pre- 
sent soul music. For the light clas- 
sical concert, the Egyptian pianist 
Ramzi Yassa will be the soloist. 

YITZHAK PERLMAN will give his 
only solo recital during this period 
at the Jerusalem Theatre on J uly 1 1 , 
with all the proceeds going to the 
rehabilitation of handicapped 
children (ALYN-1LAN). His 
programme will include Tartini’s 
Devil’s Trill Sonata, the Third 
Sonata by Brahms and Stravinsky’s 
Suite Itallenne, with Ruth Mense at 
the piano. 

Israeli music lovers who have 
heard Perlman on previous visits 


recall especially, the recital in 
December 1976, when he per- 
formed solo Bach partitas and 
sonatas, and the concert he gave 
with pianist Bruno Canino in July 
1978, also in aid of ALYN-1LAN. 
They will surely welcome the op- 
portunity of hearing him again, es- 
pecially in this International Year of 
the Disabled. 

ALEXANDRE LAGOYA, the in- 
ternationally famous French 
guitarist, has been invited by the 
Jerusalem Music Centre to direct a 
workshop this month on classical 
guitar playing. 

Lagoya started to play the guitar 
at the age of eight, gave his first 
concert at 13. In 1952, after study- 
ing in Paris, he formed the Presti- 
Lagoya Duo, and he and his partner 
founded a class for classical guitar 
at the Schola Canlorum. Composers 
like Jolivel, Poulenc, Tomasi, 
Cartel nuovo-Tedesco, Villa-Lobos 
and Torroba have dedicated works 
to them. 

After 15 years of research, the 
(wo opened up new horizons in 
guitar technique by introducing a 
new position for the right hand that 
greatly enhances the pizzicato and 
staccato potentialities of the instru- 
ment. Since 1969 Lagoya, whom 
musicologist Roland-Manuel has 
described as “the gentleman of the 
guitar," has been a professor at the 
Conservatoire National Superleur de 
Paris. 


He will appear with the Israel Sin- 
fontetla, Beersheba, in two special 
concerts, one in Beersheba, the 
other at the Tel Aviv museum. 

ANYONE wandering around 
Jerusalem’s Yemin Moshe a few 
days ago might have heard the 
strains of Renaissance and Baroque 
music and familiar Bach melodies 
straight and jazzed up, emanating 
from one of the gardens at the lower 
end of the quarter. The players were 
four trombonists of the Jerusalem 
Brass Ensemble, and they were giv- 
ing a concert to a few friends invited 
by Wim Van Leer to encourage the 
enterprise of these young members 
of the Jerusalem Symphony 
Orchestra. 

Most of the ensemble are recent 
arrivals from the U.S., and Van Leer 
is trying to help them to find the 
means to indulge the luxury of mak- 
ing music for music's gake on instru- 
ments that are still not popular 
enough in this country. 

The group consists of four 
trumpets, five trombones, four 
horns, a tuba and percussion. If they 
can ensure themselvef of a 
minimum intake to repay their in- 
vestment in rehearsal and perform- 
ing time, they are planning to give 
performances to audiences all over 
the country. 

The moving spirit behind the pro- 
ject is trombonist Michael Levin, 
who came to Israel in 1977 as a 
member of (he ill-fated Galilee 
Orchestra and also founded the 
Galilee Brass Ensemble. The fol- 
lowing year, when the orchestra was 
dissolved, he moved to Jerusalem 



Spanish soprano Montserrat Caballe 

and joined the radio orchestra. He 
also founded the Jerusalem Brass 
Quintet. 

In that 1978/79 season, the JSO 
management introduced the fanfare 
in the foyer of the Jerusalem 
Theatre to signal the beginning of a 
concert. This was not only pleasant 
for the audience but a great en- 
couragement for the instrumen- 
talists; but it had to be abandoned 
for budgetary reasons. It is hoped to 
reintroduce it next season. 

With the potential market for 
brass music only waiting to be ex- 
ploited, perhaps Israeli composers 
could be induced to produce some 
original work for the medium. For 
that matter, it might be very 
worthwhile for the Jerusalem Foun- 
dation to go into this field and com- 
mission some new music for the 
capital's Brass Ensemble. □ 


HOUSING 


13,000 more homes 




By ARYEH WOLMAN 
Jerusalem Post Reporter 

This year’s public housing 
programme, to which the housing 
ministiy is now putting its final 
touches, provides for an increase in 
the number of housing starts in most 
parts of the country, but a cutback 
in Jerusalem. 

Over the last few weeks agree- 
ments have been reached with 30 
building firms and contractors, ac- 
cording to which Jhe construction 
of 13,000 apartments will be started 
with government financial as- 
sistance before the end of the fiscal 
year next March. The agreements 
have been signed and sealed with all 
except four of the smallest contrac- 
tors. 

This allows the builders to begin 
work on government housing pro- 
jects four months earlier than last 
year, said Eli Nataf, director of the 
ministry's property and housing 
department. “We want to avoid the 
rush to beat the deadline that we 
had Iasi March, when there was a 
tremendous amount of inefficiency 
and much strain on the machinery 
and on labour,” he said. 

Of the 10,700 public housing 
starts made in 1980-81, 5,500 were 
made in March, including 2,000 In 
the last week of the fiscal year. 
Contractors have to complete the 
foundations of each housing unit 
before the end of the fiscal year to 
receive the agreed government aid. 

About 2,000 of the new apart- 
ments this year will be constructed 
in Jerusalem, a few hundred less 
than in the last two years. Nataf ex- 
plained that most of the major pro- 
jects in the capital’s new suburbs 
are nearing completion. 
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Among the West Bank settle- 
ments. 800 new apartments will be 
built in Ma’aleh Adumim, east of 
Jerusalem, 600 in Givon. just north 
of the capital, and a few dozen only 
in Kiryat Arba. The ministry’s rural 
building department is responsible 
for construction in the other settle- 
ments in the administered ter- 
ritories. 

Most of the other public building 
will take place in development 
towns in the Galilee and the Negev, 
despite the relative lack of demand 
for housing in these places. Nataf 
explained that the ministry’s policy 
was to ensure a constant surplus of 
housing in these areas, so as to keep 
prices down. No building, hpwever, 
will be started in Arad or Safad, 
because of the excessive number, of 
empty apartments in these towns. 

In most development towns, the 
ministry has undertaken to buy all, 
or nearly all, the public housing 
which contractors do not manage to 
sell privately. 

Tne most important assistance 
given by the government, however, 
to entice contractors to build in 
specified areas using standard 
designs and sizes, is in the form of 
low-interest loans. This year the ef- 
fective interest rate is 102 per cent, 
16 per cent higher than last year. 

Among the firms awarded the 
biggest government contracts this 
year are Shikun Ufituah, the 
government housing firm, Sole] 
Boneh and Shikun Ovdim, both 
Histadrut labour federation firms, 
Ashtrom, and Druker. 

As for current construction, 
figures issued recently by the 
Central Bureau of Statistics show 
that the number of apartments com- 
pleted during the first three months 
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of this year was the lowest since the 
1960s. 

A total or 6,980 apartments were 
completed from January through 
March — an annual rate of 28,000 
completions. Seasonal factors have 
no significant effect on the quarter- 
ly rale. 

The number of new apartments 
ready for occupation rose steadily 
from a low of 22,610 in 1969 to a 
peak of 55,640 in 1976. Since then 
the number has fallen back sharply 
to 30,530 in 1979 and 30,940 last 


year. The figure for the first quarter 
of this year is 17 per cent below that 
for the last quarter of 1980. Of the 
apurtments. 2,890 were built under 
government housing schemes, and 
4,090 were built privately. 

At the same time, the number of 
housing starts in the first three 
months of the year rose by 87 per 
cent over the previous quarter, 
mainly due to seasonal fluctuations, 
while the number of .apartments un- 
der construction rose from 64.000 in 
December to 70,000 at the end of 
March. 
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Strictly 

private 

By JUDY SIEGEL 
Jerusalem Post Reporter 

The cornerstone of the country 's 
first large residential quarter to be 
built entirely by private contractors 
was laid at Har Nof in Jerusalem s 
Givat Shaul Bel neighbourhood last 
month. 

The 1,235-dunam area will even- 
tually house 3,300 families. 
Religious institutions from Israel 
and abroad have bought land and 
future apartments for establishing 
enclaves complete with schools, 
synagogues and seminaries. 

The planning, construction and 
financing of the quarter arc taking 
place under the aegis of 127 private 
contractors who bought the land 
from the Israel Lands Authority. 
Eighteen architects are designing 
the individual houses and multi- 
storey blocks for the "Build Your 
Own Home" scheme. 

Among those present at the 
comer stone-laying ceremony were 
President Yitzhak Navon and 
Ovadia Levy, chairman of (he 
Jerusalem Association of Contrac- 
tors and Builders. 

MK David Stern, president of the 
Association of Contractors and 
Builders, said Har Nof was an cx- 
; penmen t in private initiative that 
other contractors elsewhere would 
i gladly copy. 

Jerusalem Mayor Teddy Kollek 
declined to attend the ceremony. 
His spokesman noted that the mayor 
does not like ceremonies held 
before things get started, and would 
be pleased to "help move stones" 
when a school was being built in 
Har Nof. 
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A modem Bialik 



SUCH ARE the peculiarities of the 
limes in which we live that while we 
all sit transfixed by the daily tragi- 
farce of our political pantomi mists, 
a significant event in our cultural 1 
history is passing in deafening silence. 
1 refer, of course, to the pub- 
lication of Selected Poems by 
Chaim Nachman Bialik, translated 
by the distinguished professor of 
English literature at the Hebrew 
University, Ruth Neva. 

If the language I have chosen to 
introduce readers of The Jerusalem 
Post to Professor Nevo sounds a tri- 
ne formal or inflated, I assure them 
it is not. Were Professor Nevo resi- 
dent in London or the U.S. we 
would all have heard of her, 
over and over. And we would 
all be supinely impressed 
(hat an internationally-renowned 
Shakespeare scholar, a sensitive 
critic of English poetry, and a 
literary theorist who can stand in 
the company of the contemporary 
best, should have chosen to devote 
herself to making “our national 
poet" available to contemporary 
readers of English poetry. 

Wc should have been impressed 
for more than one reason, far 
translating Bialik in 1981 is a feat 
which requires from an honest and 
aware reader of poetry a dual 
translation: from one language to 
another; and from one set of 
cultural assumptions to another. 
The abyss t hut has opened between 
the contemporary poetry reader 
and early romanticism is not only a 
problem of changing styles; it is a 
problem of changing sensibilities. 
As Professor Nevo herself points- 
out: “The English- language render, 
bred in the modernist, object ivist 
traditions will respond perhaps with 
some uneasiness to the older 
rhetoric of ‘the puthetic fallacy, 1 of 
the declarative mode, of the direct 
statement of feeling and sentiment 
which have passed into eclipse at 
the present time.’* 

The heroic, declamatory style, so 
popular with Victorian readers of 
Tennyson's “The Charge of the 
Light Brigade": 

Half a league, half a league, 

Half a league onward.... 

Into the valley of Death 

R'ide the six hundred 

conveys something faintly 
humorous to the modern ear. Even 
more inaccessible is the declamatory 
lyric with its neatly encapsulated 
moral: 

Far (ft when on my couch I lie 
In vacant or in pensive mood. 

They flash upon that inward eye 
Which is the bliss of solitude; 

And then my heart with pleasure fills. 
And dances with the daffodils. 

Just as Wordsworth and Ten- 
nyson may seem romantic and 
remote to the post Eliot- Williams 
generation of English readers, so. 


SELECTED POEMS by Chaim 
Nachman Bialik, Bilingual Edition, 
Translated by Ruth Nevo. 
Jerusalem, Dvir and the Jerusalem 
Post. 175 pp. ISIOO. 
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too. Bialik hns become something 
of u stranger to the modern sabra 
sensibility which rejects public 
rhetoric for the intimacies of ironic 
privute truths arising out of the or- 
dinary pain and joy of our achieved 
stutehood. 

Even Yehuda Amichai’s wry 
nostalgia for the heroic mode, as he 
compares himself to King Saul in 
"King Saul and I," or compares the 
Jews he knows with those of God's 
promise: “They are not/ as the sands 
of the sea. They are not/ as the stars 
for number...” — even this wry 
nostalgia exceeds the modernizing 
sabra's sensibility, which is shrink- 
ing. like its counterpart in (lie 
western world, toward the fanatic 
honesty of minimalism of means 
and statement: 

POWER FAILURE 
My wife's father 

Lit a candle in a candlestick, and 

Mundered 

Through his two-rooms and the 

kitchen 

Looking for wonders in the darkness 

Of his familiar, familiar 

Flat. 

(From a recently-issued volume 
of verse. Excerpts from an Open 
Dream, by the Jerusalem poet, Zali 
Gure witch, my translation.) 

PROFESSOR NEVO has met the 
problem of changed perceptions of 
Lhe nature of poetry straight on. /Her 
book is not only a translation of 
selected poems from Bialik. It is 
also a highly intelligent and per- 
suasive “reading" of the poetry for 
the modern reader. .Her awareness 
of the ramifications of a modern 


translation of Bialik is given clear 
expression in her informative . in- 
troductory essay (for this alone the 
book is worth buying), in her selec- 
tion of poems for translation, and, 
above all, in her selection of English 
styles to convey the qualities she has 
chosen to emphasize: "the poet of 
the inner life, or tension and duality 
and less, of ambivalent love-hate for 
self, people, God and love itself, of 
the alienated individual's confronta- 
tion with a cosmic emptiness," 

This emphasis has necessarily 
meant sacrifice. This is not the 
"singing" Bialik we have all en- 
countered on radio and TV, nor is it 
the national Bialik we hear recited 
on suitable public occasions. It is 
Bialik the man-poct, speaking to us 
in a language which convinces 
because it does not violate our 
belief in the emotion from which it 
springs. These translations eschew 
rhyme and regular metre, which 
come so easily in Hebrew, but 
which often prove the downfall of 
English translation^ As the in- 
troductory essay stales: "To rhyme 
in translation is to Tight a losing bat- 
tle and usually to suffer a double 
loss — of one language's happy 
serendipities and the other's plain 
sense." 

IT IS Professor Nevo’s awareness of 
levels of language, of the Implica- 
tions of style, which rescues Bialik 
in English from the hands of the im- 
passioned amateurs who have 
traduced him by their very 
enthusiasm; up to now they have 
too often been the only avenue to 
this great Jewish poet for Jewish 
readers who do not know Hebrew. 
The Complete Poetic Works of Haim 
Nahman Bialik, which was published 
in America in 1948, is on the whole 
a compendium of such translations. 
(I must immediately state that the 
exception is the translations of 
Maurice Samuels, which are on the 
whole excellent.) 

It is worth comparing one or two 
with Professor Nevo's to see exactly 


what has been gained by her ap- 
proach. Here, for example, is the 
translation of one of Bialik's best- 
known poems, “ Bltshuvati 
from ine 1948 Complete Poems. 

ON MY RETURN 
Here's again the wizened man. 

With shrunk and shrivelled looks, 
Shade of dry stubble, shaking leaf. 
Swaying over his books. 

Here's again the wizened wife. 
Knitting socks and fumbling. 

Her mouth with oath and curses filled. 
Her lips forever mumbling. 

Our cat is there; he has not stirred 
From his quarters In the house; 

And by the oven dreams he makes 
A rendewus with a mouse. 

And yonder in that corner, still 
The spider's webs are spread 
In tier on tier, each choked with flies. 
Their bodies, swollen, dead. 

No change has come, no breeze has 
blown. 

All's ages old and older. 

Friends, let me join your silent 
conclave 

And we'll together moulder. 

This is Professor Nevo's version of 
the same poem. 

RETURN 

Once more. Look: a spent old 
scarecrow 
shrivelled face 
straw-dry shadow 
swaying like a leaf 
bentiing and swaying over books. 

Once more. Look: a spent old crone 

weaving and weaving 

knitting stockings 

mouth full of curses 

lips forever mumbling curses. 

There's the household cat 
has not moved since I left, 
still dreaming by the stove • 
playing cat and mouse 
in his dream. 

And as ever, in darkness 
the spider weaves 
hanging in its web 
full of swollen fly corpses 
in the dark west corner. 

You've not changed ; 

All old as the hills. 

Nothing new. 

I'll join you, old cronies! 

Together we'll rat till we slink. 

IN PLACE of the complacent, jog- 
ging rhythm and rhyme, which 
works, in English, contrary to the 
intent of the poem, reducing it to a 
kind of nursery-rhyme cuteness, 
Professor Nevo's version captures 
the extremity or the emotion which 
produced the original. Compare, in 
particular, the last two lines, where 
"Friends, let me join your silent 


conclave” has none of of the ironic 
force of ‘Til join you, old cronies!" 
— und the inverted word order and 
feminine rhyme of "And we'll 
together moulder" completely un- 
dermines the disgust and fear of the 
original, which is captured in all its 
intensity by “Together we’ll rot till 
we stink.” 

Or here is another example, from 
"And If the Days Should Spin Out" 
from The Visions of the Later 
Prophets. 

This strange and moving poem sets 
the longing for the coming of the 
Messiah amid the loathsome 
boredom of the everyday fate of or- 
dinary Jews. Professor Nevo's 
translation brings out the ironic 
jerkincss of the style of the original 
poem, which is lost in the prolixity 
of the translation which appears in 
the 1948 volume. The earlier 
translator gets the biblical echoes, 
but overuses them: 

At twilight a man shall go forth, 
meditating, to the sea's edge. 
And behold, the waters shall not turn 
back. 

Wherefore he shall yawn and be 
wearied. 

He shall fare forth to the Jordan; lo, it 
shall mi be driven back; 

He shall yawn; he shall be bored. 

This is Professor Nevo's transla- 
tion of the same lines. Notice how it 
gains in force through its colloquial 
lone, and the echo of the terse 
original Hebrew: 

a man goes out at sunset to walk along 
the shore 

and he sees that the sea does not 
flee — 

and he yawns; 

and he goes down in the Jordan, and 
the Jordan is not driven back — 
and he yamiv; 

und he sees the seven stars and Orion 
and they do not budge — 
and he viiwiix. 

Of course, one must recognize 
that no translation is permanent, 
and by its nature, no translation is 
perfect. There can be no better ex- 
ample of that than Alexander 
Pope's translation of Homer into 
heroic couplets, u feat of unparal- 
leled virtuosity which today reads 
like a historical curiosity. We must 
be grateful, however, that we have 
been given a translation of Bialik 
that speaks to our modern men- 
tality, and above all, to the ears of 
young people in the English- 
speaking world, who, looking for 
their roots, will find, not u pompous 
stranger, hut a voice spcitking in a 
language and a mode which they 
can understand. 

I cannot conclude without a com- 
pliment lo the book’s designers, llis 
attractive in formal and makes use 
of good, clear, readable type, in 
both the English and the Hebrew. I 
should think that it will make an ex- 
cellent textbook for courses in 
universities. P 
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THE PUBLICATION of the latest 
edition of the Avir drove Dictionary 
•>l Mu\ii a ml Mu\ician\ (20 volumes. 
Mac mill, in. London) is an occasion 
tor great satisLiction for Israelis. 
Since l‘>7|. William Y. Llias, the 
director of the Israel Music In- 
stil nit (Publishers), had been acting 
ns adviser in and mentor or the 
rir#'W'\ ediiiin.il hoard in London 
on .ill quesiimis pertaining to nur 
seel ion. And at least partly thanks 
in bun .md his ellurts. elo.se to ;i 
hundred articles on mu.sk in Israel, 
half of them on composers, have 
been included in this edit inn. For 
if ns lie gets eternal lame and he is 
mentioned in the special roll uf 
honour in lhe new edition's 
"foreword" listing the names of 
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On the ‘musical map* 


Y oh an an Boehm 


those who gave unstiniingly of their 
tune far beyond the call of duty. 
Hias stresses die very sympathetic 
treatment our side got from the 
edit or- in -chief, Stanley Sadie, in un- 
derstanding the special problems 
connected with everything Israeli. 

The rnnin items — to wit, “Jewish 
Music," — got 62 columns 
(including many photos and music 
examples); "Israel'* received 


another nine columns, giving out- 
siders a good insight into our 
musical scene. Of course nobody is 
perfect, and so some minor faults 
can be found. For example; the 
Israel Police Band is listed under 
Tel Aviv though it is based in 
Jerusalem. Cross-references are 
only for Jerusalem and Tel Aviv. 
There is a special article on Haifa 
but that has to be guessed. 

THE EIN GEV Festival is not listed 
among the other festivals, but ap- 
pears under Haifa, Beersheba as a 
music centre does not exist at all. 


The Israel Philharmonic Orchestra 
can be found only within the Tel 
Aviv survey — did it not deserve an 
article of its own? The Tel Aviv 
Quartet got a separate, unnecessari- 
ly detailed entry but the Israel 
Quartet did not. Of all the groups 
with "Israel" as part of their name, 
only the Israel Woodwind Quintet 
appears separately. The Israel 
Music Publications is given separate 
space but not the Israel Music In- 
stitute — and it is at least that im- 
portant as the IMP! Music educa- 
tion in Israel with its special popula- 
tion character, is not dealt with. The 
Jerusalem Youth Band is not a brass 
band as listed, but an educational 

SgP tfi" 8 cver y year with some 
500 children from mostly non- 
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Western backgrounds — including 
Arab children. 

Missing are the America-Israel 
Cultural Foundation, the Music 
Foundation, and other valuable 
bodies. But, of course, what seems 
very important to us may not 
have seemed that way to the 
editors of Grove's in England, who 
judged artists, composers, and per- 
forming bodies for their being 
known internationally. The 
Jerusalem Music Centre made It* 
appearance on the music scene too 
late to be included in this edition. 

Apart from these little .flaws, 
Israel has been “put on the map", 
and appears in the concert of the 
nations in the new Grove's with am- 
ple and sympathetic coverage. 


Published weekly: July 5-11, 


1981 



i 


I 

i 



“IMMENSE PROGRESS has been 
made in Anglican- Jewish relations 
in the last few years," remarked 
Canon Peter Schneider during his 
recent stay at Jerusalem’s 
Mishkenot Sha’ananim guest house 
for visiting scholars, writers and ar- 
tists. “The enmity of the past is 
slowly dissolving. A genuine frater- 
nal relationship is our goal.” 

Canon Schneider, well-known In 
Israel for his years as adviser to the 
Anglican Archbishop on Jewish- 
Christian relations and efforts 
towards inter-faith understanding, 
returned to Jerusalem to com- 
plete his forthcoming book, The 
Christian Debate on Israel. The one 
public lecture he gave during his 
stay Here threw some additional 
light on Anglican-Jewish relations. 

Two statements summarize the 
new official attitudes to Jews in the 
posL-Holocaust era, Schneider sug- 
gested. “To the Jews, our God has 
bound us in special solidarity, link- 
ing our destinies together in his 
design," stated the World Council 
of Churches at its Amsterdam As- 
sembly in 1948. On the Roman 
Catholic side, Schneider said that 
the Vatican II document, Nostra 
Aetate, still stands out as a land- 
mark, with its restatement of 
Romans 1 1 ;28, "God holds the Jews 
most dear for the sake of their 
Fathers." Anglicans have con- 
tributed significantly to WCC docu- 
ments and had observer-consultants 
at the Second Vatican Council. 

The enmity of the past has left its 
scars, Schneider conceded. Quoting 
Raul Hilbergs study, The Destruction 
of the European Jews, (1961): "Since 
the fourth century after Christ, 
there have been three anti- Jewish 
policies: conversion, expulsion, and 
annihilation. The second appeared 
as an alternative to the First and the 
third emerged as an alternative to 
the second." 


Anglicans and Jews: 
healing the wounds 


CHRISTIAN COMMENT/Olkoumenlkos 



Canon Peter Schnelder...confrontlng 
the issues 


“Granted that this is not the 
whole story," added Schneider, “it 
does throw into relief the dark side 
of Christian-Jewish relations.” 

DESPITE the tragic past, there has 
been progress. “There is a long 
tradition of a concern for Jews and 
some knowledge or Judaism (among 
Anglicans) and there have been 
specific contributions to the new 
movement of renovation and 
dialogue within the WCC struc- 
ture." Schneider said. 

Several Anglicans who have con- 
tributed significantly to the 
improvement of relationships were 
given recognition by Schneider. 
Herbert Danby, who was residen- 



George Appleton, a former Anglican 
archbishop in Jerusalem 


ciary canon of St. George's 
Cathedral in Jerusalem in the 1920s 
and 1930s, was a competent 
Hebraist whose translation of the 
Mishna into English remains the 
standard. 

Canon Carlyle Witton-Davies, his 
successor, continued to contribute 
lo the Anglican appreciation of 
Jews and Judaism, as he has done 
since his return to Oxford. He was 
here again this spring as a consul- 
tant for an inter-faith project at 
Ben-Gurion University. Dr. James 
Parke's first book, The Conflict of the 
Church and the Synagogue (1934), 
“remains a classical and normative 
study that shows most clearly the 
Christian involvement in anti- 


Semitism.” Since then his many 
other writings, including Prelude to 
Dialogue , have “demonstrated the 
distinctive nature and value of 
Judaism in its own right.” 

George Appleton, Anglican 
archbishop in Jerusalem from 1969- 
74, “ became the patron of a 
remarkable ecumenical team in 
Jerusalem whose objective was to 
initiate a creative fraternal 
relationship of the church and the 
Jewish people in the Holy Land and 
particularly in Jerusalem." 

SCHNEIDER'S conviction that the 
Christian relationship to Jews and 
Judaism demanded serious reflec- 
tion, led to his co-founding the 
ecumenical Theological Research 
Fraternity in Israel in 1966. He 
served as its first executive 
secretary and also helped to found 
the Jerusalem Rainbow group. 

On his return to England, he was 
instrumental in the founding of the 
London Rainbow group which 
meets alternately in Westminster 
Abbey’s Jerusalem Room and in 
one of London's major synagogues. 
He is currently adviser to the 
archbishops of York and Canter- 
bury on Christian-Jewish relations, 
and serves as secretary to the 
Anglican Interfaith Consultants. 

What, for Schneider, are some of 
the major issues confronting 
Anglican-Jewish relations today? 
Some of them he phrased as ques- 
tions: 

□ Is anti-Semitism and its more 
serious root of anti-Judaism 
endemic to the Christian Church, its 
Bible, liturgy and teaching? 

□ Cun there be a mutual acceptance 
of. the religious validity of each 
other's Household of Faith without 
doing violence to the true identity 
or Judaism and Christianity? 

□ Given .the special relationship of 
the Church and the Jewish people, 
is it that of mother and daughter, or 


should it more properly be under- 
stood as that of two sisters from a 
common Hebraic origin? 

□ Are mission and dialogue mutual- 
ly exclusive or is there a sense in 
which mutual witness within 
dialogue of our most distinctive 
heritage is possible? Further, is such 
mutual witness of a kind different 
from the traditional mission that 
sought the inclusion of one within 
the other? 

DISCUSSING the attitudes or the 
two faiths, Schneider asserted, 
“Judaism cannot be treated a an ex- 
terior paganism to Christianity or 
Christianity as a diluted Judaism for 
the world, or merely as something 
good for others but of no relevance 
for Judaism. In other words, mere 
religious parallelism or indifferen- 
tism will not do." 

How about reflection on the 
Holocaust and the rebirth of Israel? 
“In our time, it is the twin event of 
the Holocaust and the emergence of 
Israel that has raised serious 
theological questions, both as to the 
structure of relationship of the 
Church and the Jewish People and 
in the way we have understood 
each other's spirituality. There is a 
beginning of theological reflection 
on the Holocaust from both the 
Christian and Jewish sides, but th.is 
in-depth approach has barely been 
initiated as far as the emergence of 
Israel is concerned. Such beginning 
as has been attempted indicates that 
we will need lo rethink the nature of 
Covenant, or a biblical Word, 
Promise and Prophecy, and the 
whole area of biblical in- 
terpretation.” 

Schneider's stand does not always 
meet with the support of his fellow 
Christians. Bui he is undaunted, and 
likes to quote Isaiah 62:1. "For 
Zion's sake 1 will not keep silent, 
and for Jerusalem’s sake l will not 
rest...” 


THE 92nd convention of the 
Central Conference of American 
Rabbis (Reform movement) has 
passed a resolution demanding the 
“disestablishment” of the official 
rabbinate in Israel and the granting 
of equal rights to Reform and 
Conservative rabbis. 

The resolution was adopted by 
the 300 rabbis at the recent 
Jerusalem convention of the 
CCAR, which has 1,300 members in 
the U.S. and Canada. 

At a press conference yesterday, 
CCAR leaders asserted that the Knes- 
set elections had no connection 
with the timing of the resolution, 
but rather, the rabbinical body was 
pushed into action by last year’s 
chief rabbinate law, which transfer- 
red authority for deciding which 
rabbis may officiate at marriages 
from local religious councils to the 
Chief Rabbinate, which is immune 
from court suits. 

Rabbi Joseph Glaser, CCAR ex- 
ecutive vice-president, said that 
while calling for a “separation of 
church and state" in Israel, they are 
aware that Israel is different from 
the U.S. “We have grown tired of 
making periodic protests over 
degrading and sometimes insulting 
behaviour and decided to take more 
drastic action,” he said. 

Glaser said that they hope to gain 
recognition “from the people of 
Israel — through the Knesset." Im- 
mediately after the elections, they 
will start meeting with everv MK, 
and all party leaders, to push for a 
change in the law. 

Outgoing CCAR president Rabbi 
Jerome Malino is being succeeded 
by Rabbi Herman Schaalman. In 
an interview, Rabbi Schaalman 
urged the Israel Government to set 


Reform appeals for 
'equal rights’ here 

By JUDY SIEGEL/ Jerusalem Post Reporter 


up a consultative body of Diaspora 
Jewish leaders. It could, he sug- 
gests, meet regularly with govern- 
ment heads to receive a "broad out- 
line of policies,” so Jewish com- 
munities abroad will not be caught 
unprepared in the fallout from im- 
portant government decisions. 

Schaalman, a 65-year-old rabbi 
born in Munich, regretted the poor 
communication between Israel and 
Diaspora Jewry. He and his reform 
colleagues are “deeply concerned 
about avoiding rifts among the 
Jewish People and the tendency 
towards estrangement between the 
Diaspora and Israel.” 

While the Israel Government 
legitimately must take decisions 
that it regards as necessary to 
preserve the state, says Schaalman, 
Diaspora Jewry should be free to 
voice opposition to certain policies 
that affect them. 

Whether or not Jewish 
organizational leaders abroad 
should criticize government policies 
— and thus possibly provide am- 
munition for Israel's enemies — or 
should stay quiet, allowing Israel, as 
they see it, to make mistakes, is a 
“painful dilemma,” says the CCAR 
president. He adds that he feels free 
to criticize Israeli settlement policy 
publicly in specific cases. 



Academic procession at Jerusalem 's 
Hebrew Union College, an institution 
devoted to the training of Reform rab- 
bis and the study of biblical 
archaeological subjects. (Rublnger) 

Asked about Brelra, the 
American Jewish group that had 
publicly criticized Israel’s policies, 
Schariman says he never waa a 
member, but that a number of 
Reform (and Conservative) rabbis 
were in its forefront. The organiza- 


tion has disbanded, he notes, and he 
is not sure where the dissidents 
went. 

SCHAALMAN, who comes from 
an observant family, became a 
Reform rabbi by chance. The 
Hebrew Union College offered him 
a scholarship to study in the U .S. (as 
it did to other German Jewish boys 
who had to be saved in the Thirties). 
He really had no idea what Reform 
Judaism was, but says he quickly 
realized H was for him. 

Reform Judaism is a “techni- 
que,” he explains, rather than a 
rigid dictator of content. The move- 
ment has made “many experiments” 
in the last century — some "have 
worked” and some “have failed." 
Among the failures was holding 
Sunday services, instead of services 
on Shabbat, and trying to attract 
young worshippers to service, with 
jazz music and its early anti-Zionist, 
or anti-peoplehood, trend which has 
been turned completely around by 
modern Reform Jewry, says 
Schaalman. Even so, some of the 
early Zionists came out of the 
Reform movement. 

The Reform was the first to re- 
quire its rabbinical students to 
spend a year of study in Israel, and 
the first to establish a kibbutz here 
(Yahel in the Arava). 

Among the hold experiments that 
"have worked'* are the use of 
modem Israeli poetry and music in 
liturgy ("the prayerbook of the 
Orthodox is much different today 
from what it was centuries ago, 
because additions were made”) and 
the introduction of women serving 
as rabbis around the U.S. (there are 
1,300 rabbis in the CCAR, and 
about 750. Reform congregations). 
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Although there were problems in 
finding congregations willing to hire 
them, the female rabbis are finding 
a much more sympathetic reception 
than a few years ago, he says. The 
aim never was to have women rab- 
bis equal in number lo male Reform 
rabbis, Schaalman continues, but to 
open up possibilities to gjfted and 
deeply committed women who want 
lo be rabbis. 

THE CCAR disapproves of Reform 
rabbis who officiate at marriages 
between Jews and non-Jews, but the 
10 or 15 per cent of its membership 
who do so are not rejected from the 
association. Every Reform con- 
gregation has adult education clas- 
ses open to Jewish and non-Jcwish 
members who want to know more. 

Up to now, asserts the rabbi, the 
Reform movement has rejected 
various calls to stop giving financial 
support to the United Jewish Ap- 
peal or Israel Bonds until the 
Orthodox establishment breaks its 
hold on Israel. “We've been waiting 
for the miracle that Israelis will 
realize that it is important for alt 
trends in Judaism to talk to each 
other, and that each contributes to 
the strength of the Jewish people.” 
Schaalman doeB not now ad- 
vocate changing Reform policy on 
this, but says that "our patience is 
running out over the scandal that 
Israel is the only place in the 
civilized world where non-Orth odox 
rabbis have no public standing.” 
He rejects the argument that 
Reform Jews cannot expect a 
change until they come on aliya en 
masse to make their voice felt. 
“Orthodox Jews aren't in the ma- 
jority in Israel, but they rule on 
these issues,” the rabbi maintains. 
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The Scitex formula for real success 


THE MOST promising growth sec- 
tor in the Israeli economy is that of 
the science-based industries. They 
are the biggest field of investment 
world-wide. Once, the key to sucess 
was the processing of raw materials. 
Now it is the invention of ever-new 
devices Tot producing the goods and 
supplying the services with which 
we are familiar, the aim being to do 
the job more quickly, more cheaply 
and more efficiently than before. 

Israel is lucky in having a talent 
for this. Scitex has just sold S20m. 
worth of shares in the American 
market, to extend its production in 
Herzliya-Pituah. This, although the 
prospectus issued by the un- 
derwriters last December states ex- 
plicitly that "the company would be 
adversely affected in the case of ma- 
jor hostilities involving Israel... 

“Even in the event of brief 
hostilities the company would be 
adversely affected because 
mobilization of its personnel.... 
Since the company is located in 
Israel it is at a significant distance 
from a majority of its customers, 
this may adversely affect 
operations..." 

I asked Ephraim (Efi) Aruzi. head 
of Scitex. what offsetting advantage 
there was in locating his enterprise 
here. His answer: research person- 
nel in Israel are more gifted, more 
loyal — and more adaptable than 
elsewhere. "Their professional 
calibre is fantastic." he says. "I 
headed the research and develop- 
ment (R&D) department at lick," 
an important American company. 
"So I know what are the norms. 

"Our people in this building don't 
sit in their offices and wail Tor data, 
they are ready where necessary to 
do the field work themselves. They 
follow the commodity's progress 
from A to Z. through the concep- 
tual and production stages. They'll 
switch from research to design to 
product engineering. You'll never 
find that kind of flexibility in the 
large sedate organizations over- 
seas." 

He explains: "Israelis live in this 
country Tor Zionist or other 
emotional reasons. They don't have 
u wide choice of job alternatives. If 
Scitex was in the Stales, we'd be 
losing our best men, probably to 
big-name firms in the computer 
Held like IBM. Honeywell. McDon- 
nell Douglas. Bui in Israel, Scitex is 
considered a rewarding employer. 

^ "Look at our labour turnover. 

W Last year, 7.8 per cent left the com- 
pany. 5 per cent for unavoidable 
reasons (marriage or whatever)." Is 
that a good record? "In the U.S. we 
could be losing 25-JO per cent a 
year." 

Costs are lower here. Prof. 
Richard Rbsenbloom, in a case- 
study of Scitex published by the 
Harvard Business School, quotes 
Arazi as staling that "our direct 
R&D expenses are approximately 
SI I an hour, while costs In the U.S. 
und Europe arc about 540 an hour.” 

R&D occupies ISO out of a 
labour force of close to 400. But 
Scitex docs not confine itself to 
thinking up ingenious new ideas and 
making prototypes, it manufactures 
the equipment on site. This explains 
why its earnings huve soared so 
rapidly, from 54m. in 1975 to SI 0m. 
in 1 978. 523.8m. in 1980 and an ex- 
pected S35m. this year. 

It ulso explains the problems, 
und reports which Scitex supplies in 
plenty, to sec how it bus been 
making out. 

Its speciality is transferring 
colour art-work onto textiles or 
onto printed paper by using an 
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The Scitex Response 3 00 streamlines pre-press work for colour printing. Picture shows colour-editing stations. 

The Scitex company of Herzliya Pituah sees the best evidence of 
its success in the output it achieves per employee. With $65,000 a 
year this puts the small (400 workers) maker of colour-transfer 
equipment on a par with American productivity standards, chief 
executive Ephraim Arazi tells The Post’s DAVID KRIVINE. This 
is the fourth article in a series on Israeli companies. 


electro-uptic computer system, thus 
saving laborious manual work. The 
market for its output is large for 
Israel, but not large by Japanese 
standards! In the U.S., for example, 
the priming and packaging in- 
dustries had sales in 1979 of 5105b. 
The colour pre-press activity within 
this total comes only to 5950m.. less 
than one per cent. 

Yet there are competitors: 
Rudolph Hell in Germany (a sub- 
sidiary of Siemens), Crosfield Elec- 
tronics in England (a subsidiary of 
the Delarue Group). Dai Nippon in 
Japan. Scitex wins on technical 
merit. When it unveiled at the 
Milan Trade Fair in 1979 its latest 
model of Response 300 (price: 
S700.000), the trade publication 
"Priming Today" reported: 

"It has been generally agreed 
throughout the industry that (he 
Scitex Response 300 is something of 
a technological tour-de-force So far 
there has been nothing like it." 

An American company called 
Coulter is experimenting with 
colour-processing, and hopes to 
change the whole pre-press market 
with a new system for treating offset 
plates. Scitex's response is to ac- 
celerate work on an improved model, 
the Response 400. Prof. Rosenbloom 
finds attitudes at Scitex “bullish," but 
thinks its chances are good: 
"Looking at the market potential 
and Scitex's history of providing 
top-quality high-technology 
products, an observer would be 
likely to agree with the company’s 
enthusiasm." 

Efi Arazi makes his strategy clear: 
"If we entered a business in which 
Eastman Kodak or RCA was in- 
terested. they could put thousands 
of engineers on the project to do in 
six months what could take us two 
years. So we try to find things that 
arc big deals for the giants. We 
choose our market niche by the 
potential size of the market." 

The kind of niche that Aruzi 
selects keeps growing os his com- 
pany's cupucity grows. He concedes 
that the combination of small size 



.Ephraim Arazi 

and good marketing ability pre- 
determines the special outlets that 
his enterprise can tackle. "But." he 
points out, “the knitting niche was 
510m., the textile printing market 
was S40m., the graphic arts pre- 
press market is 5500m. — the niches 
are getting bigger, though they still 
have a finite size and we are the 
dominant force in each." 

Scitex grew as it became more 
capital-intensive, that is, as it in- 
vested more in mechanization. At 
the beginning it only manufactured 
in one’s and two’s. It could not build 
up stocks, was limited to making 
products for which it had a firm or- 
der. Components were produced in 
sequence, so full complements for a 
given system were not available till 
year’s end. Most of the sales 
therefore look place in the last 
quarter. The result was a growing 
backlog of orders (55m. in the first 
quarter of 1979, S8m. in the second, 
510m. in the third, $8m. in the 
fourth). 

These pressures precipitated the 


search Tor capital. Extra accom- 
modation was acquired, extra staff 
enrolled. Last year the labour force 
increased by nearly a quarter, from 
318 In January lo 394-in December. 
The way to stay competitive in a 
world of huge densely-mechanized 
factories is lo start by supplying a 
small market; to intensify 
mechanization to the level which is 
economic for that market; to 
gradually extend production by un- 
dertaking the output of goods 
(based on the same or a kindred 
technology) which have a larger 
market; to increase investment so as 
to mechanize up to the level re- 
quisite for that larger market; and 
so on. 

There does not seem to be any 
limit to the growth potential of a 
company like Scitex, provided it 
remains always ahead of the race in 
technical innovation, provided also 
that it keeps thrusting forward with 
new projects and investments, 

The best evidence of Scitex’s 
success is the output achieved per 
employee: 565,000 a year. The 
figure for Burroughs (S3b. turnover) 
is 550,652, for NCR (over 53b. tur- 
nover) is 548,858, for Honeywell 
(S5b. turnover) is 550,665, for IBM 
(S26b. turnover) is 576,808. The 
small Israeli company is already up 
to American productivity standards. 

It treats its operatives with the 
same care and attention as Indigo 
— though' it is considerably larger. 
This point needs watching. Arazi 
confided to Prof. Rosenbloom that 
whije procedures must be for- 
malized as Scitex grows in size, “we 
have to manage our people so that 
each employee will have the same 
affinity to the company, the same 
quality of leadership and clarity of 
purpose as when we were 30 em- 
ployees and I was managing the 
whole show and knew each of 
them." 

The staff put in a five-day week. 
They work on "flexitime,” coming 
and going when they please (with 
prior notification). At the end of the 
month hours are lotted up, with 
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overtime paid where due. 

Rates of pay are on a par with the 
best standards prevailing in Israel’s 
electronics industry, to which must 
be added certain plusses. Each 
person is interviewed once a year on 
his work achievements. Discussed 
are the company’s plans for his 
useful employment in the twelve 
months ahead, with attention to job 
rotation, job enrichment and other 
career factors. 

If he has done well he gets a rise 
— a big one (up to 20 per cent) if he 
has done very well. Income tax is a 
limiting factor on the net benefit 
derived, but: “We had a ceremony 
this week. Three of our staff who 
had made outstanding work con- 
tributions were given executive 
grade and received a company car," 
brand-new Ritmo 1 100s. 

Also, personnel who achieve star 
rating can buy preference shares 
with the aid of a loan (the company 
pays the interest). "By the time we 
went public in May of last year, 20 
e nployees had built up a wad of 
such shares which became 
marketable." Net yield was enough 
in some cases for the purchase of a 
flat. So, working for a company like 
Scitex is not the end of the world, 
even under austere Israeli condi- 
tions — provided one has the 
abilities and gives the company of 
one's best. 

How to secure a resurgence of 
growth in the entire Israeli 
economy, as growth was achieved 
on a micro-cconomic seal*, by Els- 
cint, Iscar, Scitex? Arazi’s company 
was another of those that arose in 
the wake of the Six Day War. He 
had wanted to come buck from 
America before, applied for jobs in 
Ta’us, F Iron, Israel Electro-Optics, 
Israel Aircraft Industries — without 
success. "I wanted to develop ideas 
I had brought with me. They said 
‘Very interesting, but — .’ 

"Back in the States, l was per- 
suaded by friends to have a shot at 
doing it myself. Eight of us (one of 
whom had lived in the U,S v for 17 
years) came back lo found Scitex. 
Itek, the firm I hud been working 
with, supplied some of the capital. 

"Israel’s victory in 1967 made 
people interested in investing here. 
Why not? There’s plenty of capital 
flouting around in the world — ■ in 
gold, in Duutschmnrks, in bonds, in 
rent estate, in Euro-dollars. It seeks 
an outlet, .but there must be 
something to draw it. What drew it 
to Israel was the smell of success. 

"Now we have another success, 
the peace treaty with Egypt. It is a 
victory loo, only we have failed to 
follow it up. The government should 
be pushing with might and main for 
a wider settlement. 

"Government aid to industry Is 
useful, that cannot be gainsaid. But 
if we are talking about a spurt to 
economic growth, which requires a 
surge of business Initiative and in- 
vestment, the need is to create the 
right atmosphere. I’m talking not 
about an economic atmosphere, but 
a psychological atmosphere.” 

If people believe that Israel is on 
its way to peace, that the danger of 
war is receding, that new markets 
are going to open, that the nation 
feels confident in its own future, 
then capital will be forthcoming and 
enterprises will spring up. Israel has 
proved its ability, its potential. 
What the authorities must do, ac- 
cording to Ephraim Arazi, is create 
a positive mood, by inducing a 
climate . of optimism and progress, 
a sense that the whole nation h 
striding forward. The rest will fol- 
low. 
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Workers demand— and get-shorter hours More activity by foreign 

Bank of Israel moving this month branches of Israel Banks 
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By SHLOMO MAOZ 
Post Economic Reporter 

During the month of July, all 
departments of the Bank of Israel 
will move from their three locations 
in downtown Jerusalem to the 
bank's new building in Kiryat Bcn- 
Gurion government office complex, 
opposite the Prime Minister’s Of- 
fice. 

Resistance by the staff committee 
delayed the move to the spacious, 
nine-storey building by two lo three 
months. 

The committee claimed that mak- 
ing the move constituted "a worsen- 
ing of working conditions." 

Being located in the centre of 


town enabled the workers to go out 
for lunch — and occasionally to 
take care of private business — 
something they will be unable to do 
in the isolation of the Kirya, they 
argued. 

The bank's management acceded 
to the staff committee's demand 
and reduced the work day by half an 
hour. 

To balance this, the lunch break 
will also be shortened by half an 
hour — from 40 minutes to 10. But 
it is not at all clear what check will 
be made to ascertain that the 
workers take no more than a 10- 
minutc break during the entire work 
day. 


(Haraii photo) 

The bank’s employees will work 
about 37 hours a week (until 2.30 
p.m.) when summer hours are in ef- 
fect, and about 43 hours (until 3.30) 
the rest of the year. 

Of the building’s 30,640 square 
metres, 20,460 are fully completed. 
Shaped like an inverted pyramid, 
the building appears lower than its 
actual height. 

Its construction was decided on 
during the economic recession of 
1966, as a means of increasing ac- 
tivity in the economy. Since then, 
work on the building has been 
frozen several times because or 
over-activity in the economy. 


Post Economic Reporter 

The activity of the foreign 
branches and affiliates of Israeli 
banks continued to grow in 1980, it 
emerges from the report of the 
Bank of Israel’s Controller of 
Banks. 

The ratio of the assets of the 
banks' branches and affiliates 
abroad to the banks' assets in Israel 
continued to grow, reaching 31 per 
cent in 1980 as against 22 per cent in 
1977. 

Total assets of the foreign 
branches and affiliates rose front 
59.5 billion at the end of 1979 to 
S 1 2.8b. at the and of 1980. 

One reason for this growth is the 
contraction of possibilities of the 
Israel banking system of developing 
in Israel, owing to credit restrictions 
and the size of the market. 

Another is the development of in- 
ternational trade, entering new 


New squash that turns into noodles 


By YITZHAK OKED 
Jerusalem Post Reporter 

RISHON LF.ZION. — Scientists at 
the Agricultural Research 
Organization (ARO) here may not 
be able to turn pumpkins into car- 
riages, but they have developed a 
squash that turns into noodles. 

Dr. Zvi Karchi and Menahem 
Edelstein of the division of 
vegatable crops or ARO have for 
years been searching for a “new" 
vegetable to introduce to this 
country that could also become an 
export crop. 

They found it in a squash brought 
from the Far East, called spaghetti 
squash, prl haspageti in Hebrew. 

It has a thick tough skin and is cut 
in half with a big knife or a bread 
knife. The half squash is cooked in 
water for about 20 minutes. 


and then its insides come out in 
macaroni-shaped long noodles. It 
also has the light yellow colour or 
spaghetti. 

The scientists are now busy 
developing a more hardy strain 
of this squash, which will be a 
hybrid and have more of an orange 
colour. It will also contain more 
vitamins. 

This spaghetti is neutral in taste, 
and can be turned into a spicy dish 
for the main course, or into a sweet 
kugel (backed pudding.) 

Dr. Karchi said that the spaghetti 
squash is a summer crop, but that it 
has a long shelf life and can be 
stored for up lo half a year in a 
shady place (it need not be kept in 
the refrigerator). Once cooked, it 
can be stored in the freezer without 
losing its flavour. 

The squash is a boon for 
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markets, and the mobilizing of 
funds from Jews in different parts of 
the world. 

In 1980 the Israel banking system 
transmitted to foreign countries a 
net sum of 590 million, as against 
5654m. raised abroad and brought 
to Israel in 1979 and 5327m. in 1978. 

This phenomenon expresses the 
sharp drop in the local uses of 
foreign currency from SI. 8b. in 1979 
to Sib. in 1980. 

Import of fuel to Israel continued 
to be financed by affiliates and 
branches of Israel banks abroad. 
There are no restrictions on such 
credit, and it is consonant with the 
government's policy of increasing 
the country's emergency stocks of 
oil. 

The Bank of Israel requires the 
banks to maintain sufficient cover 
in foreian currency for all their 
foreign currency obligations. 


Moonlighters caught by tax computer 


slimming diets. One hundred 
grams of the spaghetti squash con- 
tains only 20 calories, as compared 
with 160 calories in a 100-gram serv- 
ing of conventional macaroni. 

Kibbutz Sa’ad, which has worked 
with the scientists to turn the 
vegetable into a commercial crop, 
will start selling the squash this 
week at Tnuva's hypermarkets, 
where customers will also get a free 
taste of some of the dishes that can 
be made from it. 

Benyamin Salanl of Sa'ad said 
(hat the retail price of the squash 
will be IS8 a kilo, and since the out- 
er skin and seeds hardly weigh 
anything, this yields nearly one kilo 
of noodles. 

At the Hypershuk last week 
spaghetti and noodles were selling 
for from IS 1 2.80 to over IS 20 a kilo. 


By SHLOMO MAOZ 
Post Economic Reporter 

About 13,000 moonlighting 
workers who did not report their se- 
cond places of work have been 
caught over the past few months by 
the State Revenue Administration's 
computer and will now be in- 
vestigated. 

This was disclosed recently by 
Guvricl B:ir-Lavi. the ad ininist ra- 
tion's data director. Files will be 
opened by the ta.\ authorities on 
those taxpayers not already under 
iiu estimation, while persons alreadv 
on file will.be asked to explain why 
(heir income tax returns are incon- 
sistent w nh the computer's findings. 

While the computer stage is well 
advanced. Israel's bureaucracy can- 
not keep up with it and the enforce- 
ment of lax violations still lacks 


teeth, Bar-Lavi said. The fact that 
800.000 questions are now asked of 
the computer each month (com- 
pared lo 200.000 a year ago) means 
little, when the same number of 
clerks must digest and act on the in- 
formal ion. 

Today the State Revenues' con- 
puter collects and cross-matches 
virtually all data on a person's life, 
wherever the individual comes into 
contact with an official body \\ hile 
personal hank accounts are vt ill ex- 
empt from the computer's scrutiny, 
receipts from transactions wuh sick 
fund d>tiior*. driving school iiv>tru<.- 
tors. travel bureaus and border con- 
trol points are not. Anyone who 
travels abroad, buys a car or an 
apartment will turn up. sooner or 
later, in the computer s data 
bunks. 


Bond sales up 24 per cent 


Jerusalem Post Reporter 

During the first half of this year a 
total of IS 10.8 billion was raised 
through the sale of government 
bonds, an increase in real terms of 
24 per cent over the same period 
last year, according to Bank of 
Israel data. The bulk of the in- 
crease came from sales to in- 
stitutional buyers, savings schemes, 
insurance companies and provident 
funds. The public at large during the 
six months only bought bonds worth 
IS500m. This compares with 
IS 530m. for the same period of Last 
year and consitutes a real drop of 


about 60 per cent. 

Sales to institutional buyers, on 
the other hand, came to IS 10.3b.. 
which compares with IS3. ib. for the 
Januarv-June period of 1980. and 
constitutes a real increase of 45 per 
cent. 

During June a total of IS I b. 
worth of bonds was sold. Of this 
sum ISiOOm. worth was purchased 
by private individuals. This com- 
pares with total sales of tS2.3b. dur- 
ing May. It seems that although the 
bonds are selling at 96 per cent of 
nominal value, the public is not anx- 
ious to buy them. 


Applying the . ‘home’ touch to tourism 


Jerusalem Post : Reporter 
"A home away from home," 
reads the classified in The Jerusalem 
Post, in what is the realization of a 


Rates of 

ForI|b rxchMga rati 
Shekel. 1 .7.81 
Currency 
U.S. dollar 
BrlLlsh sterling 
German mark 
French franc 
Dutch guilder 
Swiss franc 
Swedish krona 
Norwegian krone 
Danish krone 
Finnish mark 
Canadian dollar 
Awiralinn dollar 
South African rand 
Bdgian franc (10) 


exchange 

:e* agalaal the Israel 


IS 

11.7120 

22.4081 

4.8758 

2.0443 

4.5866 

5.7057 

2.2970 

1.9377 

1.5533 

2.6287 

9.7879 

13.4643 

13.1891 

2.9735 


dream that began when an Israeli 
high school prinicipal was stranded 
in Paris, some years ago. 

Eliezer Schechter. who organized 
the home rental programme $nd 
still runs it. explained to The Post 
that five years ago he stopped in 
Paris on the way home from a con- 
vention. As he stood outside the 
train station, he imagined how 
wonderful it would be if someone 
would come up to him, offer to take 
him to his home and later show him 
the city. Now that he is retired, he 
suys hJ is doing exactly that for peo- 
ple coming to Jerusalem. 

Schechter notes that the rooms 
he arranges in private homes are 
. considerably cheaper than those in 
hotels. 
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A taste of Yiddishkeit 

David J or off describes some favourite Tel Aviv eating places 



YIDDISH theatre and Yiddish 
cookery are art-forma that are dying 
off as a generation of people are 
growing older, Partially because of 
this, the most common fare offend 
in Tel Aviv restaurants is Middle- 
Eastern, instant Italian, hodge- 
podge Chinese or something called 
French-style. There are, however, 
several restaurants remaining in 
which one can eat what can be 
thought of as “a good Jewish meal.” 
And in each of the five that I recent- 
ly visited, one can also get a lesson 
either in the history of Tel Aviv or 
on the meaning of Yiddishkeit in 
general. 

The owner-chefs of these 
restaurants have several things in 
common. They are all over 65 years 
old; all but one are from Poland 
(one is Hungarian, but his chef is 
Polish); they enjoy talking about 
their histories, their restaurants and 
their recipes; and they repeat 
everything they suy at least twice. 

The waiters also share common 
trails. Rather than walking in the 
style to which we are usually ac- 
customed, they seem to shuffle (one 
is tempted to say j hlepp) from place 
to place; they have terribly limited 
peripheral vision, (they never see 
you waving for their attention); and 
whatever you order they will in- 
variably suggest something else. 

Owner Ya'acov Rosenberg, who 
established Lieber Gotl at 46 Allen- 
by St., has been at the same locution 
for 42 years. Chief cook Lily, who 
assures me that “just Lily is enough 
... everybody knows Lily," is a 
relative newcomer who has been 
working here for only 30 years. The 
restaurant has an inconspicuous 
entrance — a narrow window dis- 
playing a certificate of kashrut and 
a menu adjoins an even narrower 
door. One enters by walking down 
three steps into a dining area that, 
while small and somewhat dark, is 
surprisingly inviting. 

Lieber Gotl caters primarily to a 
crowd of regulars who have been 
returning for years. Even though 
not too many tourists wander in, 
some of the regulars are tourists 
who have made many trips to Israel. 
One American couple 1 spoke with 
comes to Israel every other year and 
the wife commented that “...it’s fun- 
ny. Until right now I didn’t even 


know the name of the place. To us 
it’s always been 'the place where 
Lily cooks'.” 

Batia’s, on the corner of 
Dkengoff and Arlosoroff Streets is 
no newcomer to the scene either. 
Batia Yom Tov and her husband 
founded their establishment in 1941. 
She says "Arlosoroff wasn't even a 
real street then. It wasn’t paved and 
there were still beautiful trees grow- 
ing just across the street.” She en- 
joys talking about how members of 
Etzel, the Hagana and the Palmah 
pre-state underground organiza- 
tions used to come to eat there; she 
remembers the huge quantities of 
cholent the South African 
volunteers used to devour; and of 
how “this restaurant and this 
country grew up together." 

Batia’s busiest d'.y is Shabbat, 
when there are long lines of people 
waiting for tables — even on rainy 
days. The restaurant is simple in ap- 
pearance because, says Batia “what 
is important is the way the food 
tastes and not whether you use 
fancy table cloths or not." 

Within a short walk from Batia's 
one finds three other Yiddish-style 
restaurants. Kiton Restaurant, at 
145 Dizengoff was founded by Tzvi 
Rosenberg in 1946. Originally 
opened as a kiosk that featured Yid- 
dish foods, Kiton was remodelled in 
I960 and became a more 
fashionable restaurant. The name, a 
literary Hebrew term meaning “an 
intimate room" was suggested by 
the Israeli poet, Alexander Penn. 

. , Rosenberg and his wife have 
maac the restaurant a’ nicely fur- 
nished, homey place. Their 
specialities include calves foot jelly, 
chopped liver, kishke and kreplah. 

Kiton’s, also open on Saturdays, 
boasts a guest album that the 
proprietor enjoys sharing with 
customers. Dating from I960, the 
album has appreciations from such 
personages as Noami Shemer, Otto 
Preminger, Hanna Meron, 
Josephine Baker, Isaac Stern, Artur 
Rubinstein and an assortment of 
Israeli political figures. The book 
has been handsomely decorated by 
some of the Israeli artists who have 
visited and one can see sketches by 
Tumarkin, Yost Bergner, Uri 
Lifschilz and others. 

Nitzan’s, located at 113 Ben 


Yehuda St., may be the least expen- 
sive of the places I visited. Its set- 
ting and the decor is simple but the 
quality is surely as high as that of 
any of the others. Owner Yehiel 
Allman is especially proud of the 
restaurant's cleanliness and one 
might say that meals here remain 
one of the few "bargains” left in Tel 
Aviv. Though Altman does not 
observe kashrut, the restaurant is 
closed on Saturdays. Specialities are 
cheese blintzes, goulash and cholent 
with kishke. Again, however, the 
menu is extensive. 

The Dan Restaurant on Ben 
Yehuda near Arlosoroff St. is the 
"fanciest" of the Yiddish 
restaurants in Tel Aviv. Shtnuei 
Levcovitz has set up a restaurant 
that though clearly Yiddish in smell 
and taste is very French in style. 
Linen tableclolhes, good silver and 
matched crystal glassware make for 
a pleasant ambience. Levcovitz 
maintains that “after ail, “ I’m in an 
area where there are many tourists. 
If one is going to get the tourist 
business today one must provide a 
certain level of comfort." 

The food in each of the places I 
visited is a delight. Whether one set- 
tles for one or another as a favourite 
is, I suspect, as much a question of 
how one's bubba cooked or of one’s 
own tastes in seasoning, number of 
hours of cooking or in how one likes 
one's ambience. Here is a sampling 
of recipes from the chefs of several 
of the restaurants.: 

LQy'a Cholent 
2 cups dried lima beans 
4 tbs chicken fat (or oil) 

4 medium onions, chopped 

10 medium potatoes, peeled and 

quartered 

V* cup barley 

\Vt kilo stewing beef 

salt and pepper to taste 

1 tbs flour 

2 tbs sweet paprika 

Soak the lima beams overnight. 
Beans should be barely covered 
with water. Heat 2 lbs of fat or oil in 
a heavy pot. In this, aauti the onions 
on a high flame until they are nearly 
transparent. Add and melt the 
remaining fat. To this add the meat, 
which should be seared quickly on 
all sides. 

Place the potatoes around the 
meat and add the barley. Drain the 


beans and cover the mixture with 
these. Season with salt and pepper 
to taste. Sprinkle with flour and 
paprika. Add water to barely cover 
the mixture. Bring to a fast boil. 

Reduce heat and cover the pot 
tightly. Allow to simmer for approx- 
imately 3 hours. Shake (but do not 
stir) occasionally. Periodically, lift 
the cover to check if more water is 
needed (do not allow the cholent to 
become dry). 

Place ihc covered pot in a low 
oven of 110°C (225°F) overnight 
between 10-12 hours. 

Serve hot. This should be an ade- 
quate serving for eight. 

Cholent is traditionally served 
with kishke, which can be 
purchased at any of the restaurants 
named or. if one is really ambitious, 
made at home. 

Batia's Knishes stuffed with meat 

The making of knishes is broken 
into stages, one involving prepara- 
tion of the dough and one for the fil- 
ling. 

Potato dough 
3 large potatoes, boiled 
2 eggs 
salt to taste 
2 cups flour 
1 lbs. oil 

Potatoes should be mashed as for 


purde. Mix these with the eggs until 
smooth. Sift in the flour, add oil and 
salt and beat until thoroughly 
blended. The dough should be like a 
batter and not overly pasty. 

Meat Filling 
V\ kilo ground beef 
salt and pepper to taste 
I egg 

Vi cup fried onions 
Blend all of the ingredients 
together. If one wishes, the beef can 
be supplemented by a small amount 
of ground chicken liver or chicken, 
depending on taste. 

Making the knishes: 

Turn the dough on to u lightly 
floured board. Roll out to approx- 
imately V* cm. thickness and cut 
into rectangles approximately 10 x 
15 cms. 

On to each rectangle, place 3 tbs. 
of the filling in the centre. Cover 
with u second rectangle and pinch 
the edges closed. Tops should then 
be brushed with a mixture of egg 
yolk mixed with 2 tbs. water. 

Knishes should be placed on a. 
well-greased cookie sheet or flat 
oven pan and baked until golden 
brown in a pre-heated oven of 
170"C 350°F), for about 25 minutes. 

This will make between 12-15 
large knishes. 


.'Jt— -Sk 
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hrv: 8ar.f)r uf Ramatayim riding to 
lightweight itickey race after passing 


victory on Pere in the 1 000m. 
Israel's lop jockey Uri Metusal. 

(Dan Landau) 


The sport of kings — local style 

. i^tiprn r rieumu i . ■■ . 


By GREER FAY CASHMAN 
Special to The Jerusalem Post 
Anyone who expected the 
recent horse racing event at 
Moshav Tal Shahar in' the Judean 
foothills to aptly reflecfthe sport of 
kings, was sadly disillusioned. 

Israel does not follow the pattern 
of international race tracks. There 
was no turf, no starting gate, no 
special camera to record a photo 
finish, no betting and no exciting 
equestrianshlp. But for hundreds of 
horse-racing fans who converged on 
Tal Shahar from all over the 
country, it has a rare opportunity to 
witness their favourite sport; and no 
one scented to care too much that 
(he course was a dirt (rack ploughed 
around a fallow corn field. 

The motley assortment of horses 
and riders would probably not 
qualify Tor any overseas track meet. 
With the exception of three 
thoroughbreds, the horses were 


badly in need of grooming, and 
some were so nervous and frisky, 
that their riders were unable to con- 
trol them. Two riders were thrown 
by their horses, but rose to their feet 
apparently unscathed.. 

Riding gear was of the come-as- 
you-please variety. Meir Lahav of 
Kfar Ben Nun, who won the 800- 
metre junior event oh Sansh, sub- 
stituted a crash helmet for a 
jockey's cap, shielded his eyes with 
underwater goggles and wore 
galoshes instead of riding boots. 
Most of the riders were bare- 
headed, dressed in jeans and T- 
shirts and shod in sneakers. 

No one was out to set records. 
Times were not recorded for official 
purposes. Winners were awarded 
cups, medals and points towards the 
national championships, which will 
be held in the autumn at Ma’ayan 
Harod. 


Due to lack of proper racing con- 
ditions, Israel’s horse races are not 
conducted on a weekly basis. Track 
meets are held approximately eight 
times a year, and the occasions are 
also used for horse dealing among 
breeders. 

Just as there are no rules about 
dress, there do not appear to be any 
rules about saddles. Mahmoud 
Yehezkel from Tira, riding his own 
horse Adjlan, may well have 
romped past the winning post well 
ahead of his ..competitor jn the 
1,000-metre race for jockeys 
weighing over 70 kg. because of the 
fact that he was using a small, 
lightweight saddle. 

The event was organized by the 
Israel National Horse Riders As- 
sociation in conjunction with the 
Regional Council of Matei Yehuda 
and Merkaz Hapoel with the next 
meeting scheduled for mid-August 
at Kfar Bin-Nun. 
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EDITORIAL COMMENT 


THURSDAY, JULY 2, 1981 

Election without winners 

ISRAEL is in a bind. For the first time in its history a general election 
ended up in u virtual draw between (he two mujor contending parlies, 
and without much hope of either of them being able to recruit 
enough small-party support for a durable coalition government. 

The people in their superior wisdom allowed the Likud and the 
Alignment together some four-fifths of the total vole, an unprecede n- 
lly large share. But they shrank from any clear-cut choice between 
the Right and the Left. The Likud, after four inglorious years in 
power, proudly held its own and even increased its strength. The 
Alignment did slightly better in a remarkable recovery from its 
stinging 1977 defeat, but not sufficiently to make a substantial dif- 
ference. 

Unfortunately for the Alignment, the slaughter of the small parlies 
that went with the shift to the majors destroyed most of its potential 
coalition partners: as someone in the Likud observed, the Alignment 
hud “devoured" its best friends. Now, nfler picking up Shulamit 
Aloni (CRM) and Amnon Rubinstein {Shinui), the only survivors of 
the Zionist liberal wing, (he Alignment would still need something 
like the relatively dovish but ultra-orthodox Agudat Yisruel, and (he 
tacit approval of the Communists, to command even 6U Knesset 
seats. 

These are the facts, and (hey lend a rather exotic colour to Labour 
chairman Shimon Peres' buoyant assertion of his belief, at 1 .30 a.m. 
yesterday, that he would form the next cabinet. Mcnuhem Begin was 
also over-confident in dunning, a couple of hours later, that the 
Likud already enjoyed un "absolute majority" — with its partners, 
that is — in the Knesscl. 

Nevertheless, the figures certainly favoured Mr. Begin over Mr. 
Peres. If he could only retain the loyully of what remuined of the out- 
going coalition, with its badly shrunken National Religious Party, 
then even wiihout counting on the doctrinaire nationalist Tchiya, but 
adding on Tumi and Moshe Dayan’s Tclcin, Mr. Begin should be able 
to muster as many as 63 Knesset seals. 

The possible fly in this ointment is the Agudu. There were signs all 
day yesterday that the Council of Sages, the Aguda's lawmaking 
body, might not he averse to abandoning the Likud and striking a 
bargain with the Alignment — if it served ultra-orthodoxy's interests, 
material as well as spiritual. 

Whether it should he prepared to pax the price of such a deal, il n 
proved in he feasible, is (he dilemma now hieing the Alignment. That 
the price would he sleep, in terms of consent to more coercive 
religious legislation, is plain enough wooed on all ski*"., >lv Wud.i 
would he (oolish not to make ihc most of such un abundance ol 

amorous .mention. 

Yet vme Labour leaders are sure to argue that the price would be 
well worth paying. and the effort of forming a coalition well worth 
making in the circa instances — and that even the CRM and Shinui 
should appreciate this. 

A second Begin government so the argument seems to run. is 
likely to make the first Likud round a child’s play by comparison. 
The word from the Prime Minister’s Office yesterday was already 
that heads .should he expected to roll in the government service — all 
under the law. needless to say. Mr. Begin, so it was staled, had 
reached the conclusion that he could only rely on officials who 
shared (he Likud worldview. 

Such crass re-puliticizution of a civil service thul had become 
largely dcpulilici/cd need not. however, be the worst of Israel’s trou- 
bles under a second Begin premiership. There is a real danger that 
the entire system of government would. Tor once, be wrenched from 
its democratic moorings while Mr. Begin, aided by men like Ariel 
Sharon. Yoram A rider and Yaucov Mcridor. ran around redrawing 
Israel as the "cm/v state” caricature of its former sane mid rational 
sell’. 

Should not the Alignment, then, at least try to form an administra- 
tion which, even if it soon xvenl under, would still be able to ac- 
cumulate u record impressive enough to allow the party to win 
overwhelming popular endorsement next time uround? 

No it should not: that is the counter-argument. In the present 
balance uf forces an Alignment cabinet not only uould not last, but 
while il lasted il would only hopelessly soil itself seeking to clean up 
the Begin mess — in the face of fierce resistance yet by opposition 
leader Menuhem Begin. Any such efTort is doomed, and the com- 
promises that would need to be made could only help discredit the 
Alignment in the eyes or its supporters. 

To pay the Agudu u price, any price, for such an assured debucle. 
would be to add insult to injury. 

Their majesties, the people, did not this time grant the Alignment 
the power to put u strong government together. But they left it strong 
enough to deny durability to any Likud administration. A three vole 
majority in parliament may do in. say. Luxembourg, but not in this 
hard-pressed and beleugured country. The Alignnient (according to 
the counter-argument uguin) would do belter to use the comjng 
months ufier the formation of Mr. Begin’s new government, in u 
sustained effort to hasten its demise — while remuking itself in Its 
self-image ns a genuinely nulionul party of labour. Thut alone would 
ensure its success in the next popular contest. 

While Lubour xveighs its course. Mr. Begin is starling his ovvn 
negotiations. The Likud leiider muy yet resolve the Alignment’s 
dilemma by simply demonstrating his superior ability, by dint of the 
votes he commands, to put together a workable administration. No 
matter how long he can keep it working. 


Dry Bones 



The Oriental vote 

POLITICAL sociologists and simple laymen, too. have for sonic time 
now observed a drift towards the polari/ation of the country's two 
major Jewish communities, the Orientals (or Sephardim) and the Oc- 
cidentals (or Ashkenazim), around the two major poluk.il parties. 
Alihmiuh i he re is shll nothing like a full idea til’ieai ion between parts 
and biuiiinuimv. the Likud, despite Us capitalist orientation, has in- 
creasingly become the party of the nol-so-wcll-off Orient. iU. while 
the Labour Alignment has tended to become mainly the home of the 
fairly -well-to-do Occidentals. 

In classical “class” terms, this is an absurdity. Bui a partial solu- 
tion. at least, of this puzzlement can be found in the history ol 
Sephardi mini igrai ion. principally from the Arab lands, to Israel in 
the lean 1450s. Oriental immigrants, but especially their sons and 
daughters, still bear a terrible grudge against the once reigning 
Labour establishment for their reception in the country w iili cans of 
DDT and a sneer at their low level of culture, for being dumped 
in development towns out in the desert, and for long years of what is 
viewed as neglect and discrimination. ..The second generation, now 
coming of age politically, and establishing themselves economically 
muy not be so much for the Likud, especially for the Liberals within 
it. but they ure rcudy to enthrone “Begin. King of Israel” to spile the 
Labour Alignment. 

At the same time they like, sometimes adore, the Polish-born 
Menuhem Begin fur another reason, loo: because he stands for firm 
treatment of the Arabs, whom they still see as their oppressors in 
their native countries. Oriental voters tend to he suspicious of the 
Arabs, both outside Israel and within it. and in the territories. They 
mux not be foremost among the settlers in Samaria, hut they are first 
among the backers uf annexation. 

If the Labour Alignment is to keep its soul, there is little it can do 
to placate those Oriental voters whose bullot preference is mainly 
anti-Arab.... 

There is. however, something il cun do to restore the faith of 
Orientul working people in Lubour, us Tel Aviv University’s 
Yohumtn Peres (no relation to Shimon) suggested on television this 
week, the day after the election. It can rnuke itself into u genuinely 
nulionul labour party by coopting more, many more, of them into its 
leadership. 

One example should suffice. The last Histudrut convention, held 
but a few months before the Knesset election, pussed up a golden op- 
portunity to install us its secretary u university-educated economist 
who has already risen through the ranks to be chief of the labour 
federation’s (rude union division, has won pluudits from both workers 
und managers for his astuteness and intelligence — and who ulso hup- 
pens to have been a one-time inimigrunt from Yemen. 

Israel Kessur. unassuming though he is. is the sort of labour leader 
with whom workers of Oriental extraction, who today' forrii the bulk 
of Israel’s labour force, can personally identify. Sooner or Idler he 
should make the grade unyway: hut in the me an lime there is 
widespread impression untong Oriental workers, and voters, that he 
is being denied his due precisely because he is highly capable und 
does not need to depend on any "ethnic quota" to rise up liic ludder. 

The impression nmy he wrong, but jt will only be erased when the 
doors of Labour are flung wide open for the . likes of Israel Kessur. 


FRIDAY, JULY 3. 1981 

Shortening 
the agony 

AT HIS EARLY Wednesday morn- 
ing press conference Labour 
leader Shimon Peres said that what 
the country needed now was a 
stable government that would run 
its normal course — one headed by 
himself, needless to add. Mr. Peres 
look a dim view of another election 
soon, pointing out that the national 
poll in Israel takes a long lime and is 
very costly, in more sense than one. 

So it does and so it is indeed. But 
since the immediate real-life alter- 
native to a cabinet chaired by Mr. 
Peres is a cabinet presided over by 
Mr. Begin, even Mr. Peres might 
agree that another election soon 
might be the lesser evil. Unless the 
official figures, due to be released 
this week, radically ulter the picture 
that has so fur emerged, there may- 
in fact be no escape from an early 
repetition of hist Tuesday’s ex- 
perience. 

Something, though, could be 
done by the new Knesset to shorten 
the agony of elections, and to 
make them less costly. Thus there is 
no good reason, not the incom- 
petence of the ministry of the in- 
terior. nor the need for a "cooling 
off period for certain job-holders, 
why an election in Israel should not 
he held within two weeks of the dis- 
solution of parliament, or within 
four weeks at the most. 

Nor is there any justification for :i 
mind-numbing three- w e e k 
propaganda festival on television at 
the taxpayer’s expense. 

New legislation will he needed in 
Veep the elevimn v.impaign brief 
and lean. But tluii is presumably 
what the Knesset is lor to repeal, or 
amend, old laws, and to enact new 
ones 


Fuel balloon 

SOME PEOPLE still believe the 
earth is flat, others that there are 
fly ing saucers And patent offices all 
oxer the world still get applications 
to approve a new perpetrmni mobile 
There arc bound to be a few people 
who will believe Ya’acov Meridur's 
announcement of a scientific 
breakthrough that will nuke 
petroleum as antiquated an energy 
source as charcoal. But Tor the most 
part his strange announcement has 
been greeted with great scepticism. 

Mr. Mcridor has refused to 
provide any relevant details of the 
"discovery .” He has also refused to 
disclose the mimes of ihc scientists 
who have, as he claims, solved the 
energy problem. 

The scientists are therefore 
anonymous. Mr. Mcridor. it is true, 
has lifted a corner of the veil of 
secrecy by telling us they are of 
world renown, but Israel's scientific 
community cannot think of anyone 
who fits the description and the 
mysterious project on which they 
huve been busy. 

Since his reappearance on (he 
political scene, at Mr. Begin's side. 
Mr. Meridor has been letting the 
public know thut he thinks the text- 
books on economics are bunkum. 
And he has been advertising himself 
us the country’s economic 
redeemer. Now he has gone a step 
further. 

Unless and until he makes public 
the details of his supposed energy 
breakthrough and until the claims 
are proven, he should mu therefore, 
be surprised that they have been 
publicly received cither as election 
gimmickry, or vrunkery. 
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READERS' LETTERS 


l l [mn Akiv;i. Netanya 
I ntor national 
Hebrew Study Centre 



Mi nislry of Faluentuni 
and Culture 
Depa rltuenl for 
Adult 1C (Ju ait inn 


SUMMER AT 
ULPAN AKIVA 

Studies that Feel Like a Holiday 

In the Ulpan Dormitory — at ths Green Beach Hotel, Netanya 
sports, swimming etc. 

A joint learning experience — 
for you and your friends, your family and 
children (aged 1 2 and over) 

1. HEBREW (all levels) 

Tourists, new immigrants and Hebrew speakers 

2. ISRAEL-AMERICA SUMMER COURSE 

3. SPOKEN ARABIC FOR BEGINNERS (For Hebrew 
speakers) 

20 day or 6 day "quickie” course. 

Courses are of 20, 1 2, 8 or 4 weeks duration for young mid old, and 
for families with children agod 12 and ovor. 

Programme: 4-7 hours of Hebrew langunge studies 15-7 levels) or 
spoken Arabic. Daily lectures, social mid cultural activities, 
excursions. 


COURSES OPENING: 


July 28, 
September 13, 
October 1 1, 


1981 

1981 

1981 


Hebrew and Arabic courses are of special interest to stu- 
dents of Semitic languages, Linguistics, Judaism, Near- 
Eastern Studies and Theology. 


For further details, please fill in tho coupon below: 


■To, 


I Ur: 


Ulpan Akiva, P.O.R. 256, 42102 
Netanya, Israol 
(Tel. 093: 92312-31 
nopartmnnl of Education and 
Culture, World Zionist Organiza- 
tion, 5IE Park Ava. New York, 
N.Y. 10022, U.S.A. ITel. 212- 
752-0600 oxt. 365 0 ) 


‘m-^m 

sand me your detailed brochure 1 o'- * V- f r-lr 

ppllcatlon forms: f - jt 

\ y << ' ' 4 /' » 


Please 
and application 

Name 



HADASSAH, THE WOMEN'S ZIONIST ORGANIZATION 
OF AMERICA 

invites applications for the post of 

Director, Hadassah Youth Center, 
Mt. Scopus, Jerusalem 

Job Description: 

Administration of the Hadassah Youth Centre an Mt. Scopus. Jerusalem for 
youth from the U.S. who come to Israel for a period or study and work. 

Qualifications: 

Academic Degree. M.A. or its equivalent, in Education (minimum), with 
special emphasis on Jewish studies. American background with a saifnd 
knowledge of the local Israel scene; extensive experience In administration; 
ability to innovate, administer and supervise educational programmes; 
experience with youth from abroad; guidance and supervision of educational 
staff- Musi be able to relate to volunteer advisory boards, local and overseas. 
Experience in preparation of budgets and handling of large staff 
Full command of Hebrew and English. 

Local and overseas applicants are invited to submit tenders immediately. 

Cun 'lid a les should address applications, curriculum vitae and other 
documents to the Hadassah Council in Israel. P.O.B. 5031, Jerusalem. 

— Discretion assured — 


Take advantage of Tire 
Jerusalem Post Information 
service. Our archives go back to 
1933. 


Far tietailed information write 
to; 

Jerusalem Post Archives, 
P.O.B. 81, BIOOO Jerusalem 


HEBREW * ML LEVELS * 

Cassette courses. 

Learning — A pleasure. 

1. Conversational 520.00 

2. Basic Hebrew lelem.l 535.00 

3. The voice from 

Jerusalem; im./adv. S3 5.00 

4. The Miracle Series 
I literatura/Jud aism) 

10 diiTorent titles, 

each $7.00 

Learn Hebrew — • 

The Living Miracle 
Tutor-Tape (Israeli Ltd. 

P.O.B. 0032. Jerusalem, Israel. 


A NOBLE EFFORT IN LEBANON 


To the Editor of The Jerusalem Post 
Sir, — . Your editorial "Solo” of 
May 28, upbraiding Mr. Begin for 
supposedly biting off alone more 
than Israel can chew as obligation 
for the survival of the Lebanese 
Christians, is mistaken, unworthy 
and partisan. j 

It is lamentable' that you put 
so little value on. one 
of Israel's noblest efforts, 
born under the previous Labour 
regime, not only of enlightened self- 
interest but of commendable Jewish 
compassion. By setting a limit to 
PLO or Syrian abuse and massacre 
of the Lebanese Christians, Israel 
became their only friend and ally in 
a world honouring PLO lies above 
Lebanese lives, and gained herself 
her only and valuable ally in the 
Arab world. Israel bears no shame 
for keeping the Lebanese Christians 
from the genocide they faced, or for 
the gain of their alliance. 

- This priceless asset to Israel has 
not only absorbed over 30 shiploads 
of Soviet shells and rockets that 




would have made northern Israel 
the hell that they made of hapless 
Lebanon. It has also opened 
many sleepy Western eyes, even, 
of the hypocrites of Europe, to the 
inherently demonic destructive 
nature of the "Palestinian” cause 
and its menace not only to Israel but 
to everything it touches, including 
Arabs. 

In the North, we hear the shells, 
so we are better informed than you 
in the South. We know why Had- 
dad's more numerous Moslem sup- 
porters fear almost as much any 
PLO re-occupation as his Christians 
do. We understand reports 
datelined Beirut for the lies of 
cowardly PLO propaganda and 
Syrian censorship they are. And we 
are grateful for the Christian-led 
resistance, that is paying so highly 
for our peace, night after night. 
(REV.) GRANT BOOTH 
LIVINGSTONE 
for Christians Concerned for Lebanon 
Mctulla. 



/.* r- -rtw* -f,. 'i 

TEL AVIV UNDERGROUND 


To the Editor cf The Jerusalem Post 
Sir. — As a planner and as one 
who is moving back to Israel, I am 
convinced that a priority in Israel's 
national planning must be to build 
an underground transit system for 
the Tel Aviv-Dan region. Such a 
system should be designed not only 
to relieve the city's pollution, traffic 
and parking problems, but to 
provide a "safe" shelter to the city's 
inhabitants, especially now that the 
rapid proliferation of nuclear and 
electronic warfare to Israel's 
enemies has been brought starkly 
out into the open. 


We must be pragmatic sur- 
vivalists. If. God forbid, a national 
disaster took place, even a system 
which reduced casualties by 25 per 
cent would be worth the expen- 
diture. Workers, shoppers, people 
without shelters in the poorer 
central city would be within quick 
access to such a system. 

Ask any Londoner who sat 
through the Nazi bombings what a 
resource a properly planned un- 
derground can be. 


BRUCE LEVIN 

San Francisco. 

JERUSALEM: CAPITAL OF ISRAEL 

Edl 'Z* n ! Pm on Jerusalem as Israel's capital until 

some hypothetical international 
agreement takes place. 

It is quite clear that the United 
States and the other governments 
relations with over 70 goveVnmcms are m0re . con , cerncd aboiJ l the 

all over the globe. Yet these govern- P ° l,tlcal pre5 ™ res 

— - ‘ - or some Islamic governments, than 


Sir. — One of the strangest 
historical anomalies has occurred in 
this generation. The modem Stale 
of Israel, during its 33 years in ex- 
istence, has established diplomatic 


ments, including the United Stales 
or America, have not recognized 
Israel's historic claim and control of 
Jerusalem as its capital. How would 
the American government and the 
American people feel if a foreign 
power established its embassy in 
New York to deal with the U.S. 
Severn ment instead of Washington, 

In Ronald Reagan's campaign for 
the presidency and in his public 
statements us President, he has con- 
tinuously indicated support of 
Israel's existence and in- 
dependence. However, along with 
all the other international leaders, 
he has decided to by-pass any action 


mail 

they are in respecting the rights of a 
small nation to its capital. In fact, 
the U.S.A. has failed to recognize 
even West Jerusalem as the capital, 
let alone a united Jerusalem. 

As an American citizen and a 
Christian educator living in Israel 1 
am ashamed of my government’s in- 
action in this matter. I urge Presi- 
dent Reagan to break through the 
diplomatic barriers and take inler- 
national initiative on moving the 
U.S. Embassy from Tel Aviv to 
Jerusalem. 

GEORGE GIACUMAKIS, 
President, 
American Institute of 
Jerusalem. Holy Land SludiZ 
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JUSTIFIED ACTION 

To the Editor rf The Jerusalem Post 

Sir, — In September 1943, a small 
group of Norwegian underground 
fighters blew up an installation 
producing heavy water for the 
Germans, and in February 1944, 
they sank a ferry taking heavy water 
to Germany. In the view of experts, 
these actions prevented the Nazis 
from developing their A-bomb in 
time. 

What the IAF did in Iraq belongs 
exactly in the same class. Therefore, 
the indignation of the U.S. Ad- 
ministration and of some local 
politicos does not make much 
sense. An A-bomb in Iraqi hands 
might have been used not only 
against Israel. PEREZ TURA 
Rehovot. 

THE IMPOSSIBLE 

To the Editor of The Jerusalem Post 

Sir, — We have just witnessed the 
incredible achievement of our air 
force in destroying the atomic reac- 
tor in Iraq. 

If we can accomplish that, why 
can’t we destroy the mosquitoes 
that are plaguing us? Who is respon- 
sible for not dealing with the 
problem, which has reached 
epidemic proportions? 

I have heard it said that Israel is a 
country where the impossible is pos- 
sible, and the possible impossible. 

In this case, it is all too true. 

- PH VLLIS HE! MO WITZ 

Kiron. 

PRECEDENT 

To the Editor of The Jerusalem Post 

Sir, — The UN Security Council 
has condemned Israel for having 
bombed Iraq's nuclear plant. The 
reaction of the United States and of 
other countries was highly critical. 

Israel hus been at war with Iraq 
since 1948. Every nation at war hus 
the right lo bomb and destroy its 
enemy's military or industrial instal- 
lations, as a legitimate act of self- 
defence. 

When the Iranian planes attacked 
the same nuclear plant near 
Baghdad on September 30, 1980, 
there was no disapproval or con- 
demnation from any nation. So why 
react so when Israel does the same 
thing? Is it maybe because we suc- 
ceeded? 

All the same, I prefer all the 
hypocritical condemnations to the 
threat of an Iraqi atomic bomb in 
the near future. S. BRACHFELD 
Herzliya. 

LOOSE TALK 

To the Editor tf The Jerusalem Post 

Sir, — Your report on the amaz- 
ing precision of the bombing of the 
Iraqi nuclear reactor was wonder- 
ful. But why didn’t Mr. Begin keep 
his mouth shut on the subject? The 
destruction of the atomic plant 
benefits all Arab powers and the 
United States. Silence would have 
led to mutual suspicions and 
recriminations. Israel might even- 
tually have leaked an admission of 
its involvement — but in the form of 
rumours and not official statements. 

Is there nobody close to Mr. Begin 
with enough influence on him to 
keep him from such suicidal talk? 

While 1 am on the subject of Mr. 
Begin 's talking, l would like to add 
that I am an immigrant from Hol- 
land who lost most of his family in 1 
the Holocaust. Their memory is 
very dear to me and it disgusts me to 
hear Mr. Begin use the word 
“Holocaust" as a war cry, as if he 
were a Kamikaze pilot. 1 feel sorry 
for the man, for he must be tom to 
pieces by his feelings of guilt for sur- 
viving. But I despise him for using 
the deaths of my dear ones as «• 
slogan for his suicidal course. 

Tel Aviv. H. LOOK 
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‘CHANCELLOR SCHMIDT’S CULPABILITY’ 


To the Editor cf The Jerusalem Post 
. Sir, — Mr. Borschak of London 
(May 31) may be right in consider- 
ing Chancellor Schmidt to be not 
immediately responsible for the 
Holocaust. But like most Germans 
and Austrians, and indeed most 
Europeans, he must bear some 
measure of culpability for turning 
away from the Jewish people in 
their hour of greatest need. If he 
and millions of other Europeans had 
said no in the most decisive manner 
to what was happening before their 
very eyes, the catastrophe that 
befell the Jewish people would have 
been contained. 

What is far more serious and far 
more offensive is the perverse com- 
parison which the Chancellor has 
drawn between the partition of 
Palestine and Germany’s own 
divided slate. Mr. Schmidt is intent 
on informing the world that, 
because Germany gave up part of 
her land in 1945 and accepted parti- 
tion, so the Jewish people must also 
accept the loss or the West Bank 
and Guzh. 

I am personally more drawn lo 
Abba F.ban’s perceptive analysis of 



Chancellor Schmidt 

the West Bank 'problem. But what 
must be rejected at all costs and on 
every occasion is the attempt to 
project Israel’s birth as a mirror 
image of the Federal German 
Republic's. Israel was born because 
of a long series of crimes committed 
against her people, of which the 
Holocaust was the culminating ter- 
ror. Germany is divided because of 
the major part it played in that ter- 
ror and the aggressive policies it 
pursued between 1934 and 1945 

J. D. NORMAN 

London. 


‘THE ONLY PROPER STRATEGY' 


To the Editor if The Jerusalept Post 
Sir. — I was embarrassed by 
David Landau's recent article on 
the attach on the Iraqi reactor in 
which ho writes that "second 
strike" is the secret for Israel's 
sccurit), because this works well for 
l lie superpowers. 

Second thoughts should be the 
secret for David Landau. Is he real- 
ly so naive llml lie believes that men 
like Saddam Hussein or Gaddafi 
care aboul an Israeli second strike 
when they have the weapon to fulfill 
their old dreams, namely the 
destruction of the stale of Israel? 

Did Hussein consider Iraqi 
casualties before he started the 
senseless war with Iran? Is it of any 
but apocalyptic significance to 
know that Israel would destroy 
Baghdad after an atomic bomb had 
exploded over Tel Aviv? 



xu. 

. Iraq's Saddam Hussein- 

The answer to these questions is 
or should be: no. The only proper 
strategy is a conventional first strike 
as it was performed in I9b7 and as it 
was performed a few weeks ago. 
And not an hour loo soon! 

ARTHUR KAMIONEK 
Salzburg. Austria. 


NEW JEWISH AGENDA 


To the Editor if The Jerusalem Post 
Sir, — In your May 16 issue, you 
published an article concerning 
New Jewish Agenda and my per- 
sonal involvement as a founder of 
the organization. An otherwise ac- 
curate story has seriously mis- 
represented our position on Israel. 
We strongly support the survival of 
Israel as a Jewish state and our 
Steering Committee recently 
adopted a principle statement to 
that effect, although sharing the 
premise that "support" does not en- 
tail endorsement of the policies of a 
particular Israeli government or the 
stifling of open discussion of alter- 
natives in the Diaspora. 

The Unity Statement referred to 
in the article is the only platform 
with broad national endorsement to 
date. The statement reads in part as 


follows: 

"It is lime for a New Jewish 
Agenda, a new understanding of 
Jewish responsibilities and pos- 
sibilities for the I980's. a new effort 
to apply Jewish values, traditions, 
and insights to our problems and 
needs. 

We are committed to Jewish sur- 
vival. Jews must have the rights to 
which every people are entitled: 
political independence and self- 
determination in Israel and full civil 
rights and cultural autonomy 
everywhere that Jews live. Survival, 
however, is only a precondition for 
Jewish life, not its purpose. Our 
agenda must be determined by our 
ethics, not our enemies." 

RABBI GERALD SEROTTA. 

Chairperson , New Jewish Agenda 
New York. 


‘MISSING WOMEN’ 

To the Editor (f The Jerusalem Post 
Sir, — Having attended the 
World Gathering of Jewish 
Holocaust Survivors in Jerusalem, I 
felt very much a part of a large" fami- 
ly again. 

However, 1 was surprised at the 
closing ceremony at the Western 
Wall that the passing of the written 
testament from the generation of 
survivors to the second generation 
was left exclusively lo men. Were 
there no mothers worthy of passing 
this legacy to their daughters? Are 
we, the Jewish women survivors, 
not a part of the Jewish people? 

HANNA GREENFIELD 

Tel Aviv. 

The rabbi of the Western Wall 
and the Ministry of Religious Af- 
fairs did not consider it appropriate 
to have women on the dais in the 
plaza. — Ed. J.P. 

COST OF MUSIC 

To the Editor cf The Jerusalem Post 
. Sir, — Your music editor, 
Yohanan Boehm, told us on J une 1 2 
that the Philharmonic raised its sub- 
scription rates by about ISO per 
cent. 

According to the renewal notice 1 
received from the Orchestra in the 
mail, I have to pay this year for my 
subscription IS 1 ,200 (1L3,500 last 
season). My pocket calculator tells 
me llml this amounts to an in- 
crease of more than 340 per cent, 
which is simply exorbitant. 

And the management did not 
even feel it necessary lo attach a let- 
ter to their subscribers of more than 
20 years’ standing to try to justify 
such an outrageous price rise. 

G. HIRSCH 

Moshav Shuar Hcfer. 

SAVING LIVES 

hi thr y.hlur if I'hr Jerusalem /'"'l 
Sir, — H m ihtr 1 weniies or thir- 
ties, Begin or someone else would 
have killed Hitler (and why, why. 
why was it not done 1 .'), there would 
have been an outcry. But six million 
Jews would not have been gassed, 
shot and tortured to death and 
countless other millions would not 
have died — German soldiers in- 
cluded. 

Let us keep this in mind when we 
talk aboul potential Iraqi atom 
bomb facilities. 

MARCEL FREY 
Tel Aviv (Pacific Palisades, Calif.). 


DISTURBED BY ELECTION 


7*o the Editor of The Jerusalem Post 
. Sir, — I abhor and denounce the 
acts of violence that are sweeping 
this country in regard to the 
political campaigns. It is hardly safe 
lo walk the streets of any city with 
Alignment button. 

Recently I was molested quite 
roughly on a bus. I had put a sticker 
on my backpack that endorsed 
Labour, Within minutes after I got 
on the bus, I felt someone pulling 
my pack and me along with it, ripp- 


ing off the sticker and jumping off 
the bus. Since then, I have had five 
other attacks, either verbal or 
physical, directed at me for stating 
my beliefs. 

The ideals that 1 believed this 
country unholds are rapidly 
deteriorating. A government that 
breeds this behaviour in its fol- 
lowers can only have fascist lean- 

in8S ' ELISE ZELDOW 

Jerusalem. 


MEDICAL OATH 

To the Editor of The Jerusalem Post 

Sir, — On May 22, you published 
a picture of members of the first 
graduating class of Tel Aviv Univer- 
sity Medical School’s joint 
programme with New York State 
medical schools taking their oath. 

You wrote that they took the Hip- 
pocratic oath. In fact, all graduates 
of medical schools in Israel take the 
special oath drawn up by the late 
Professor L. Halpern of Hadassah. 
Jerusalem, qn the occasion of the 
graduation of the first class of doc- 
tors from the Hebrew University 
Medical School. 

, PROFESSOR T. WIZNITZER, 
Dean. 

Sackler School of Medicine, 
Tel Aviv. Tel Aviv University 

THE PIONEERING age may not 
be over. According to EUezer Shef- 
fer, chairman or the Young 
Leadership Divison of the World 
Zionist Organization, thousands of 
young Diaspora Jews are interested 
in coming to Israel to take part in 
the digging of the Dead Sea- 
Mediterranean Sea canal, Shelter 
recently returned from South 
America, where he says he found 
much enthusiasm for the idea. 

J.S. 


MAY THE BEST 
MAN WIN ! 



. J/*. it J * ■jji 
Dr Yosef Buig. leader of the National Religious Party 

If there is such a thing as the opposite of the "law 
of diminishing returns" Israel is about to seH it put 
into effect. 

Coalition politics here has always had a special 
Israeli flavour like "toto" or "falafel." 

But now following the neck-and-neck election 
result it takes on an importance far beyond our 
borders. 

That's why readers of The Jerusalem Post Inter- 
national Edition are one-up on their pears when it 
comes to following all the twists and turns, red 
herrings and kite-flying that go into forming an 
Israeli 'government. 

Don't keep it all to yourself. Send someone a 
subscription. 


l| 


THE JERUSALEM 


7.7 61 

I wish to subscribe to 

The Jtiuialsm Pom Iniemanonel Edition fo» 
□ ana «Mf □ Iwo yewa □ three yeats 


Eraioud my chacrna w money aido baaed on Ihe *ubacr<rtion rates lulu* 

1 year 2yaera 3 yean 

USA. UK. Euiope USS3B US$66 US 190 

Canada (Cinedien dollars) S40 $78 8IOB 

AU other eourtlrlea US$40 US$78 U SSI 0B 

Mall to 

Ths Jaruialam Post International Edition 
110 Esat Bflth Strati, New York, N.Y. 10022 
°r 

P.O.B. 81. Jerusalem. 91 000 Israel. 

Plat sa send Tho Jerusalem Post Intern it Ion si Edition to: 



NAME 

ADDRESS 

CITY 

STATE *■**• 


My cheque for late rates above) Is enclosed 

Please send -a gilt subscription lo 

NAME 

ADDRESS 

CITY 

STATE 21P 

and sind a gilt card in nqy name 

NAME 

New subscription elfecUve within 3-4 weeks. Sand North American 
subscription! to our (Haw York olllee, all other* to Jaruselom. 
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